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Dear Parents

Intermediate Schools are always very interesting places to teach and learn.  We work alongside a wide variety of students 
who come from very different backgrounds and home circumstances.  Students whose ages range from 11 - 13 years go 
through many changes.

Someone wiser than I said, “people under 20 are 20% of our population but 100% of our future”. Our kaupapa is to think 
about providing the best education we can possibly provide within our current resourcing for these diverse, and fascinating 
young people.

Positive Culture for Learning - Our school is a Positive Culture for Learning (PC4L) school which means that we prioritise 
that our school is a safe and predictable place of learning for students and staff. A small but significant number of students do 
not share our values of Respect, Responsibility, Resilience and the Pursuit of Excellence which takes a significant number of 
resources away from the learning of others.  That is the job we are tasked to do and usually, we will do that, and do it well.  
We do our best to teach students positive frameworks of behaviour to meet their emotional, physical, and mental needs. 
However, when students choose to use physical intimidation or assault to meet their needs, we will show zero tolerance. We 
will use our legal avenues of stand downs and suspensions to keep the rest of our 310 students as safe as possible. 

AIMS Games (Association of Intermediate and Middle Schools Games) - Many of our students have been participating in 
the NZAIMS Games this past week.

On Monday the weather was horrible and although I was with the hockey team I did happen upon our rugby team.  All of the 
students and their coaches were extremely wet and cold but they played on with persistence and determination.  The AIMS 
Games were cancelled for two years prior due to the impact of COVID so being able to participate has been a real morale 
boost to our students who have participated.

Please see inside this newsletter for more information.

Instagram - We would like to extend our thanks to those parents out there who have been monitoring the use of social media 
on student devices. We know that many parents are doing this, because they are bringing issues to our attention that are 
happening on social media. We do appreciate it. Thanks to these diligent and proactive parents, we are aware that there are 
a number of pages or accounts on instagram that have taken it upon themselves to use our name in a variety of forms to bully 
and harass other students. We encourage parents to check their child’s online presence, check for “Kaitao” in the groups of 
which they are a part, and actively take steps to protect their child from being bullied or involving themselves in bullying 
circles. 

As a school, we take all reasonable and legal steps to ensure that cyberbullying is not engaged in while students are at 
school and under our care. We cannot police the online activities of students while they are not in our care. If you do believe 
that your child has been the target of online harassment, we encourage you to contact the New Zealand police and make a 
complaint under the Harmful Digital Communications Act of 2015.

Any bullying, either online or in person, that occurs while on school grounds will be dealt with according to our policies and 
procedures.

Ngā mihi nui

Kind regards

Phil Palfrey - Principal and Adrian Firmin - Deputy Principal



Is your Child Absent From School?

If your child is going to be absent from school 

please either:

● Phone the school office and press 1 to 

leave a message

● Send us a message via Hero

● Or email us at office@kaitao.school.nz

Bronze
Sakura 

Silver
Aiden

Platinum
Mikaere 

Shreshth Tyagi

Keira Ngatai

Lucas howes

Simon Gillies

Brooke Anderson

Nevaeh Katene

Aaliyah McKinnon

Shiloh Morrison

Emily Armer

Ella-Rose Davis

Royale Kapene

Christopher Hogan

Mereana Pehi

Anna Watson

Jonny Hannah-Jolley

Elizabeth Cooper-Galvin

Meko Lepaio

Tunui Nathan

Kade Wilson

Mikaere Eruera-Hikawera

Jordan Taipiha

Bertram Murtagh

Courtney Carson

Jayda Gibbons

Maureen Akurangi

Atirangi Tahana

Tererewa Kingi

Hamuera Te Kurapa

Serenity Gibbons

Alyah Warmington-O’Neill

Noah Clarke

Jake Teara-Jones

Jack Virbickas

Sophie Bloomfield

Charlie Nicol

Xander Kyle-McIlroy

Kaitlyn Brake

Liv Ward

Caprese Pullen-Burry

Peyton Drummond-Clements

Michelle Armer

Dakota Collier

Anahera Joass

Congratulations to the following students for achieving 100% Attendance in Term 3

Achievers Club
Oliver Ryan

Keep up to date with the latest happenings at

www.kaitao.school.nz

Term 4
Begins

17 October 2022

Academic Award
Paige Littlewood Lucian Wickliffe

Tylah Cooper Tairongo Kopu

Ben Gillies Emlyn Clarke

Kaitlyn Brake Dante Corbett-Teka

Toko Beckham Haimona King

Leon De Souza Aiden Ingram

Alaaric Marshall-Makaea-Daniels Zephyr kelly

Alex Boyd

Citizenship  Award
Hope Thom Sara-Mae Hayward

Peyton Drummond-Clements Brooke Verrills

Lucas Howes Aharon Ardern

Haimona King Serenity Gibbons

Kiara Pelasio Evie Keogh

Derek Seibouma Freedom Absolum

Heaven Campbell-Peni Lacey Paekau

Cultural  Award
Patricia Dixon Callahn Rauwhero

Xander Kyle-McIlroy Aharon Ardern

Haylee Wilson Mitere Simon

Loretta Himiona Sheree Toman

Sara-Mae Hayward Mikaere Eruera-Hikawera

Toko Beckham

Congratulations to the following students 

for achieving level 4A or above in e-asTTle 

testing
Bridee Addenbrooke Aharon Ardern

James Asher-Nevin Harmony Bailey

Kayla Beckett Hannah Black

Locklan Bootten Noah Clarke

Emlyn Clarke Dakota Collier

Cohen Cossey Peyton 

Drummond-Clements Liam Fawthrop

Aida Fox Benjamin Gillies

Jonathan Hannah-Jolley Kirimaia Hewetson

George Hiini Ryder Hopkins

Evie Keogh Xander Kyle McIlroy

Rutu-Hina Pehi Taylor-Maree Pita

Shepherd Porteous Ziantae Prentis-Waterreus

Paiige Raroa Tionga Raureli

Callahn Rauwhero Mihi Riki

Jackson Robinson Oliver Ryan

Hope Thom Brooke Verrills

Jack Virbickas Lulu Walters

Olivia Ward Alyah Warmington-O’Neill

Dante Corbett-Teka Lucas Howes

Jason Lee 

Term 3 - 2022
Events will depend on COVID 19 
levels

15 September
RGHS Open Day

RGHS - "Girls Night In"

16 September
Rotorua Mini Marathon

RBHS Open Day

17 September Summer Weekly Touch Begins

21 September
CBOP Volleyball Festival

Kaitaos Got Talent

22 September
Immunisation HPV Yr 8 students

RGHS - Enrichment Class Testing

26 September Queen Elizabeth II Memorial Day

30 September Last Day of Term 3

17 October Term 2 Begins

Kaitao Intermediate School 

Parent and Staff Elections

Results Declaration

Parent representative votes:                                                                    
 Heeni Brown 26   Tawi Roberts        35
 Harata Carlson  24       Dana Thompson    18
 Sally Carr  16        Amy Wharewera    30
 Lucy Epapara    31    Pirihira Whata        31
 Hali Osborne   15 Invalid Votes          0

I hereby declare the following duly elected:
Heeni Brown Lucy Epapara
Tawi Roberts  Amy Wharewera
Pirihira Whata

Staff representative votes:                          
Carey Bennett  6   Stephen Eunson    13
Invalid Votes  0
                                              
I hereby declare Stephen Eunson duly elected.
 
Signed
 
Karen Bedingfield
Returning Officer



Last week our students attended the NZ Zespri AIMS games in Tauranga.
We were represented by 62 students in Basketball 3v3, Hockey, Rugby sevens boys/girls and Badminton.
Basketball placed 9th
Badminton taking 1st and 2nd in both division 5 and 6.
Rugby girls placed 3rd
Rugby boys not placing, however gave it their all and took a few wins over the week. 
Hockey not placing but improved with every game and displaying outstanding Sportsmanship.
All teams should be extremely proud of their efforts and showcased our school values of resilience, 
respect, responsibility and achievement throughout the week.
We look forward to next years AIMS games.





Phrases 

Kia ora 
Mōrena 

Tēnā koe
Tēnā kōrua

Tēnā koutou (said to 3 or more people)
Nau mai, haere mai
Kei te pēhea koe?

Hello
Good morning

Hello to one person
Hello to two people

Hello everyone
Welcome

How are you?

Kiwaha - Sayings 

Tau Ke
Wananei
Kia Tau
He reka 

Te ataahua hoki
Ka mau te wehi

Katahi na te tamaiti mōhio, ko koe
Kei runga noa atu koe!

Auē, e hika mā!
Pai kare

Ehara, ehara
Karawhiua 

Te mutunga kē mai o te pai
Tō ihu

Kua taka te kapa!
Kua pau te hau!

E ki e ki
Kei runga noa atu koe

Katahi te tangata haututu
Engari tonu
Akuni pea

Awesome
Wi werocked

Relax, Settle down
Yummm!

That’s beautiful
That’s amazing 

What a clever child you are!
You’re the best 
Goodness me!

By golly!
That’s not right, not even
Give it heaps, Go hard!
Never better/ awesome!

Butt out, stop being nosey!
The penny has dropped

I’m exhausted!
Whatever!

You’re Awesome
What a mischief person

Whatever!
Maybe

 TE WIKI O TE REO MĀORI
Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori/Māori Language Week always marks the day in 1972 when a group of 
Māori language champions presented a petition on the steps of parliament calling for te reo to be 
taught in our schools. Māori language week helps us to remember those who did that when it was 
socially and politically unacceptable to do so.  

So from 14th- 20th of September 2022 we will be celebrating Te Wiki o te Reo Māori. How will we 
be doing this? By implementing simple but very useful phrases to our tauira that they will be able 
to use during their everyday lives. Also hearing waiata Maori in the class could be a way of 
celebrating Te wiki o Te Reo Māori. So give it a go werohia! 

Nōreira arohatia te reo, karawhiu tō arero Māori, hikina te wero, mauri ora! 

A kiwaha, or saying, is something you would teach a learner at the beginning of a lesson, it is a 
fun way of teaching Te Reo Maori! A kiwaha can be made up and can mean anything as long as it 
is a saying. 
 
Here are some great phrases and sayings to get you started: 



Room 4’s focus for term 3 
E ngā mana e ngā reo e ngā karangaranga maha tēnā rā koutou katoa.  

 
This term we have been concentrating on Report Writing. As soon as we began we  
focused our learning on the language features such as: Introductions, subtopics, 
reporting verbs, formal tone, third person, technical terminology and conclusion.  
 
Over these past four weeks our main kaupapa and focus has also been about Natural 
Disasters or natural phenomena.  
We have based our writing topics on the main causes of each of these phenomena. We 
have researched about Flooding, Thunderstorms, Volcanic eruptions and Tsunami. 
 
Out of these we have four great Report Writing examples. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have also related this kaupapa Natural Disasters to our Maths. We have done a 
150 year timeline of Natural disasters in NZ using Statistics to present our findings. Our 
investigation related to the disaster and how many people were affected by it.  
 
The disasters that we identified were flooding, earthquakes, fire, storms, and eruptions. 
We all had the chance to write on the board of what our disasters were. Then we 
investigated how many people were affected by each disaster. This took a lot of 
teamwork, each group pulled together to get the data in, we then did a tally poll, a bar 
graph followed by a written report of what the data says. This was the method we used 
to identify our findings. 
 



21 - 23 November - Ngahere
28 - 30 November - Moana
5 - 7 December - Maunga





New long-term strategy for COVID-19

You’ll be aware that New Zealand will move to a new, long-term approach to 
COVID-19. These changes have been made based on public health advice and reflect 
high levels of immunity and declining case numbers across New Zealand.

This new approach will only result in minor changes to the way we operate.

The very positive news is that household contacts of a person with COVID-19 do not 
need to isolate, but instead are asked to complete a RAT test each day, for five days. 
Therefore, ākonga who are household contacts but test negative and do not have 
COVID-19 symptoms, should continue to attend. It is the best place for them to be so 
they can be engaged in their learning, and connected with their teachers, classmates 
and friends.

Information on how to get RAT kits can be found here: Request a RAT– Ministry of 
Health  

Mask wearing is no longer required. [or replace with an update on your mask policy.] 

All the other recommended public health measures will stay in place as we know they 
reduce the spread of infectious illnesses including COVID-19. These include ensuring 
our indoor spaces are well-ventilated, maintaining good hand hygiene, encouraging 
everyone to cough or sneeze into elbows and, most importantly, staying home and 
getting tested if they have COVID-19 symptoms.

 

Thank you for your ongoing support in protecting our community.

 

Noho ora mai 

Rapid COVID-19 (Antigen) Self Tests

There are plenty of free rapid tests 
available from the Front Office. These 
tests can be sent home with students 
- please let us know if you would like 
some.

https://requestrats.covid19.health.nz/?_ga=2.172757601.3975240.1662597008-1471031908.1652402260
https://requestrats.covid19.health.nz/?_ga=2.172757601.3975240.1662597008-1471031908.1652402260





