
1 September 2022



Kia ora koutou katoa, 

Dear Parents

Thank you to all Year 6 students from our Contributing schools that attended our Orientation Day last Monday. Every one of the students 
was well-behaved and appeared to enjoy the many activities they were involved in. We were delighted with the number of students and 
parents who came back after school to visit all of the activities and talk to the staff here at Kaitao Intermediate. Enrolment forms are still 
available from our contributing schools as well as our school office, website and via email.  Please try and get enrolment forms back to us 
as soon as possible, so that we can start making placements in classrooms for 2023 in time for our “Meet The Teacher” evening. Thank you  
to the current Kaitao Intermediate School students and families who supported our kaupapa that day. A huge thanks to our Student Leaders 
and other leaders and staff who came and assisted our teachers so well. 

Phones at School - Please be reminded that ALL phones brought to school are to be handed 
to the teacher as soon as students arrive in their classrooms.  They are then put in a safe until 
3.00pm each day.  If students do not hand in their phones, they will be confiscated and stored at
 the front office for an adult to pick up. Phones are an unnecessary distraction at school and 
often seem to be at the centre of a lot of the drama that happens between students.  As a 
reminder to all parents please monitor what your children are doing on their phones.  They can
be causing all sorts of drama on Tik Tok, Instagram etc which spills over to school life.  
Additionally, they are high-value items that can be stolen or damaged if not stored correctly. It 
is important that we safeguard the safety of our students and their possessions as best we 
can. Our patience is wearing very thin with students who deliberately break the school rules 
around phones. Thank you for your support with this. 

Lateness to school - Our school day starts at 9.00am and students are expected to be in class, ready to learn, at this time. Unfortunately, 
we have a significant number of students who are arriving at school, and then promptly leave to go down to the shops. Once down there, 
many of them are openly vaping directly outside of the shops, or just hanging around and killing time. On Wednesday we had more than 40 
children arrive late to school. This is absolutely unacceptable - it is around 13% of our total school arriving late. In response, our Deputy 
Principal will be positioning himself down at the shops every morning to move our kids along. Parents of students with consistent lateness 
can expect a phone call or an official letter from me, and those students will be making up their time during lunch and morning tea.

AIMS GAMES - We wish the very best for all of our students who are participating in their chosen AIMS GAMES sports next week. Please 
ensure payment is made before they travel. Our students will be told that playing to the best of their ability is very important. Equally 
important is their attitude towards their fellow players, coaches, the other teams and referees.  The AIMS Games is a huge event nationally 
and it is the first AIMS GAMES since COVID-19 forced previous cancellations.

Kapahaka - Our Kapahaka students are preparing again and have a number of practices and rehearsals to attend. We are very proud of 
our Kapahaka kaupapa at Kaitao Intermediate. Thank you to all of you for supporting this year’s mahi. 

Camp 2022  - A reminder we are off to camp from 21 November to 7 December depending on which team your child is in.  
ALL notices regarding the camp need to be returned now as we need to know the numbers for cabin placement and for the wider 
organisation of each camp. Monies need to be paid prior to attending camp. If your child has not given you the camp notice please request 
another from the office urgently. 

Ngā mihi nui

Kind regards

Phil Palfrey - Principal and Adrian Firmin - Deputy Principal



Is your Child Absent From School?

If your child is going to be absent from school 

please either:

● Phone the school office and press 1 to 

leave a message

● Send us a message via Hero

● Or email us at office@kaitao.school.nz

Bronze
Sakura 

Silver
Aiden

Platinum
Mikaere 

Shreshth Tyagi

Keira Ngatai

Lucas howes

Simon Gillies

Brooke Anderson

Nevaeh Katene

Aaliyah McKinnon

Shiloh Morrison

Emily Armer

Ella-Rose Davis

Royale Kapene

Christopher Hogan

Mereana Pehi

Anna Watson

Jonny Hannah-Jolley

Elizabeth Cooper-Galvin

Meko Lepaio

Tunui Nathan

Kade Wilson

Mikaere Eruera-Hikawera

Jordan Taipiha

Bertram Murtagh

Courtney Carson

Jayda Gibbons

Maureen Akurangi

Atirangi Tahana

Tererewa Kingi

Hamuera Te Kurapa

Serenity Gibbons

Alyah Warmington-O’Neill

Noah Clarke

Jake Teara-Jones

Jack Virbickas

Sophie Bloomfield

Charlie Nicol

Xander Kyle-McIlroy

Kaitlyn Brake

Liv Ward

Caprese Pullen-Burry

Peyton Drummond-Clements

Michelle Armer

Dakota Collier

Anahera Joass

Congratulations to the following students for achieving 100% Attendance in Term 3

Achievers Club
Oliver Ryan

Keep up to date with the latest happenings at

www.kaitao.school.nz

Term 3
Begins

25 July 2022

Academic Award
Karlos Whiteside Riley Thompson

Peyton Drummond-Clements Lucian Andrews

Patricia Dixon Evie Keogh

Halo Warena Meihana Whata-Ririnui

Brooke Verrills Levi Maxwell

William Hornfeck Anahera Joass

Kade Wilson Sara-Mae Hayward

Ari Makai Aharon Ardern

Lucas Howes

  

Citizenship  Award
Ben Gillies RF Flavell-Brown

Xander Kyle-McIlroy Mitere Simon

Lucian Wickliffe Hope Thom

James Asher-Nevin Noah Clarke

Hinewairangi Takuta Liam Fawthrop

Kaeyah Baker Paige Littlewood

Te Raukura Herewini-Graham Aiden Ingram

Hannah Black Dante Corbett-Teka

Cultural  Award
Tyler Hermansson Lucas Howes

Dante Corbett-Teka Kaitlyn Brake

Daijah Ohlson Kiara Pelasio

Haylee Wilson Aharon Ardern

Jason Lee Paige Littlewood

Kaeyah Baker Kycen Fraser

Sara-Mae Hayward Callahn Rauwhero

Levi Maxwell Oliver Ryan 

!!!Parents of Year 8 Students!!!

Next year your child will be attending a 
Secondary School and will therefore need 
to transfer their dental care to a Dentist in 
Private Practice.  This transfer allows 
them to continue to receive free dental 
treatment until the age of 18 years.

Soon we will be sending home the Year 8 
transfer cards and a list of Dentists with all 
Year 8 students.
Please return 
these as soon as 
possible.

Any questions, 
please call 027 511
0152

From the Dental team

Congratulations to the following students 

for achieving level 4A or above in e-asTTle 

testing
Bridee Addenbrooke Aharon Ardern

James Asher-Nevin Harmony Bailey

Kayla Beckett Hannah Black

Locklan Bootten Noah Clarke

Emlyn Clarke Dakota Collier

Cohen Cossey Peyton 

Drummond-Clements Liam Fawthrop

Aida Fox Benjamin Gillies

Jonathan Hannah-Jolley Kirimaia Hewetson

George Hiini Ryder Hopkins

Evie Keogh Xander Kyle McIlroy

Rutu-Hina Pehi Taylor-Maree Pita

Shepherd Porteous Ziantae Prentis-Waterreus

Paiige Raroa Tionga Raureli

Callahn Rauwhero Mihi Riki

Jackson Robinson Oliver Ryan

Hope Thom Brooke Verrills

Jack Virbickas Lulu Walters

Olivia Ward Alyah Warmington-O’Neill

Dante Corbett-Teka Lucas Howes

Jason Lee 

Term 3 - 2022
Events will depend on COVID 19 levels

5-9 September AIMS Games

7 September
BOARD ELECTION DAY

Voting closes at 12 noon

9 September Hot Chips & Hot Dog $5

12  September RGHS - Year 8 Leadership Day

13 September RGHS Information Assembly

15 September
RGHS Open Day

RGHS - "Girls Night In"

16 September
Rotorua Mini Marathon

RBHS Open Day

17 September Summer Weekly Touch Begins

21 September
CBOP Volleyball Festival

Kaitaos Got Talent

22 September
Immunisation HPV yr 8 students

RHGS - Enrichment Class Testing

30 September Last Day of Term 3

Kaitao Intermediate School

Board News

Voting papers have now been sent out to all 
our year 7 and year 8 parents as well as 
the year 6 parents from our contributing 

schools.

Voting closes at 12 noon on 

7 September 2022
Get your vote in so you don’t miss out on 

the deadline.

Voting forms can be dropped off at the 
school office or post to the:

Returning Officer
P O Box 8003

Western Heights
Rotorua 3047

Rapid COVID-19 (Antigen) Self Tests

There are plenty of free rapid tests 
available in the Front Office for 
collection. These tests can be sent 
home with students - please let us 
know if you would like one or two 
boxes.

Nominations For Kaitao 

Intermediate School Board 

Hali Osborne

Sally Carr

Pirihira Whata

Lucy Epapara

Dana Thompson

Heeni Brown

Tawi Roberts

Harata Carlson







Opening paragraph
Both Mount Ruapehu and Aoraki/Mount Cook are the largest mountains in their respective islands of 
aotearoa/New Zealand.Both mountains are used by people although they have completely different natural 
phenomena.

General description 
Ruapehu and Aoraki are both stratovolcanoes, Ruapehu sitting at 2797 metres and Aoraki standing at 3724 
metres Both above sea level. Ruapehu receives 2,200 millimetres of rainfall per year While Aoraki receives a 
whopping 10,000 millimetres. Both mountains have the same rock type known as Greywacke. Ruapehu has 
18 glaciers and Aoraki has 72, having a 54 glacier difference. On good days when the weather is clear Aoraki 
can be seen 150 kilometres away.

Natural phenomena
Around 150,000 years ago Ruapehu erupted and lasted between 200-400 years. Ruapehu is still active, 
having eruptions every 50 years. The 1975 ruapehu eruption that deepened Te Wai ā-moe the crater lake that 
was originally 60 metres and grew to a massive 90 metres. On the 9th of January 2013 an avalanche took 40 
metres off mount Aoraki.

Rate of growth/decline(and why)
Although ruapehu is an active volcano, recent eruptions have released pressure not adding height to ruapehu. 
Mount Aoraki/Mt Cook grows 7 millimetres a year from tectonic plate movement.

Human interactions(tourism)activities)
Mount Aoraki has no ski fields due to the steepness of the hills. Ruapehu has three ski fields. Mount 
Ruapehu’s ski fields lost $100 million from the 1996  eruption. Aoraki has two names, Aoraki named after a 
Ngai Tahu chief and the English name Mt Cook named after Captain James Cook. 

-Tangiwai disaster-

The Tangiwai disaster, 10: 21 PM… 24 December 1953 Christmas Eve, driver Charlie Parker driving the train of New 
Zealand’s worst rail accident. A train going from Wellington to Auckland, going over the Whangaehu River, then 
collapses beneath a express passenger train, While it was carrying 6 carriages it then derailed into the river below killing 
151 people while there were 285 passengers (Including the crew) On board.

 The crash was caused by the collapse of tephra dam, whilst holding mount Ruapehu’s crater lake, causing a rapid 
Lahar in the  Whangaehu river,  which destroyed the bridge's support system. Before they entered the bridge, the staff 
tried to stop the train but it was too late. First the carriages fell into the water below, but then the rest of the train 
broke, and then it too fell into the river. Though 20 bodies have still not yet been found. Though Fireman Lance 
Redman who helped save 134 people’s lives 66 years ago, he will not be forgotten.

*Extra Information*

Number Classed, Ka 949.
——————————
Somebody jumped in the middle of the tracks screaming “Stop the train!” While waving a torch to get attention, he 
noticed the bridge had collapsed and tried to help, the drivers did not listen at first, they then checked but were too late 
to stop the train.









21 - 23 November - Ngahere
28 - 30 November - Moana
5 - 7 December - Maunga






