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Kia ora Whānau, 

Term 2 has got off to a great start - all classes are getting right into their inquiry on sustainability and issues of 
kaitiakitanga in our local community. Several students from Moana Waka have travelled over to Mokoia Island and 
assisted the volunteers there with pest eradication initiatives. This has been a huge success with students getting 
involved in something outside of their comfort zones and contributing to the wider community.

School Leaders

This Wednesday, we had a fantastic bunch of student leaders come to Kaitao Intermediate from Mokoia 
Intermediate. It was an opportunity for rangatahi to showcase their leadership skills, share their learning, and be 
proud of their school. We also appreciated the support of our Rumaki and Reo Rua classes (along with other 
students in the school) who helped welcome our guests with a whakatau. Our student leaders conducted 
themselves amazingly, and they truly made our manuhiri feel welcome and valued.

Next week, the prefects from Rotorua Intermediate will visit our school for the same treatment. We look forward to 
welcoming them.

On leadership, those of you who follow our Facebook page would have seen the once in a lifetime opportunity that 
our student leaders were able to engage in last week. 11 of our student leaders travelled to the Hillary Outdoor 
Education Centre in Tongariro to engage in challenging activities that stretched them beyond what they thought 
they were capable of. Mr E and Whaea Tracey both raved about how impressive our student leaders were, and 
how much they grew in confidence while they were there. 

Drinks in school

A reminder that Kaitao Intermediate is a health promoting school - this means that we have a strict water only 
policy for students bringing drinks into school. Energy drinks, flavoured milks, and even juice contain ridiculous 
amounts of sugar that is proven to lower long-term concentration for students while they learn. To maximise the 
learning opportunities of our students, we ask that parents help support us with this initiative by only sending 
students to school with water.

Uniform

The uniform policy in winter at Kaitao has a bit of leniency in place. We recognise that the added expense of a 
school jersey or jacket can be challenging for some whānau, so we have allowed students to wear plain black or 
navy puffer jackets while outside to stay warm. This exception is in place in Terms 2 and 3 only.

Earrings at school should only be placeholder studs. Our students are involved in sports, physical education, and 
technology workshops where dangly earrings can be ripped out very easily and present a clear health and safety 
hazard. Students not wearing the correct jewellery will be asked to remove them.

Signage

We are pleased to announce that after a lot of collaboration, consultation, and deliberation, we have finalised 
signage for our school that will clearly display our school expectations (rules) in active, quiet, and class zones. 
These expectations are part of our commitment as a Positive Behaviour For Learning (PB4L) school and will help 
enhance the positive learning culture that we cultivate at Kaitao.



Standdowns and Suspensions

As a school, we are absolutely committed to individual students, but also to the entire student body and the 
school as a whole. Some of you will be aware that we have had to stand down several students over the past 2 
weeks - students who engage in behaviour that is defiant, disrespectful, violent or intimidating disrupt the positive 
learning culture of the school and there are times when, to preserve the safety of your children and my staff, I 
have to make this difficult decision. It is not a decision reached lightly, but as a PB4L school, we aim to make this 
the best and safest place for all students to learn.

Fundraising for Turf

We are currently reaching out to a range of charity organisations to support us in the rejuvenation of our sports 
turf. We have been quoted approximately $130,000 to complete the job. So far, we have secured funding for 
$55,000 towards this project. Fingers crossed, we should have a new turf to play on this year.

As always, I would like to thank all of our fantastic and supportive whānau for all that you do for the school and for 
all the positive feedback you have been getting to us.

Ngā mihi nui

Kind regards

Phil Palfrey - Principal
Adrian Firmin - Deputy Principal
 



Is your Child Absent From School?

If your child is going to be absent from school 

please either:

● Phone the school office and press 1 to 

leave a message

● Send us a message via Hero

● Or email us at office@kaitao.school.nz

Silver
Isis Rika 

Platinum
Kade Wilson

Mereana Pehi

Violet Wilson

Royale Kapene

Jayde Allen

Shreshth Tyagi

Keira Ngatai

Lucas howes

Simon Gillies

Brooke Anderson

Nevaeh Katene

Aaliyah McKinnon

Shiloh Morrison

Emily Armer

Ella-Rose Davis

Royale Kapene

Christopher Hogan

Mereana Pehi

Anna Watson

Jonny Hannah-Jolley

Elizabeth Cooper-Galvin

Meko Lepaio

Tunui Nathan

Kade Wilson

Mikaere Eruera-Hikawera

Jordan Taipiha

Bertram Murtagh

Courtney Carson

Jayda Gibbons

Maureen Akurangi

Atirangi Tahana

Tererewa Kingi

Hamuera Te Kurapa

Serenity Gibbons

Alyah Warmington-O’Neill

Noah Clarke

Jake Teara-Jones

Jack Virbickas

Sophie Bloomfield

Charlie Nicol

Xander Kyle-McIlroy

Kaitlyn Brake

Liv Ward

Caprese Pullen-Burry

Peyton Drummond-Clements

Michelle Armer

Dakota Collier

Anahera Joass

Congratulations to the following students for achieving 100% Attendance in Term 3

Achievers Club
Hamuera Te Kurapa 

Term 2 - 2022
Events will depend on COVID 19 levels

27 May
Hot Chips & Hot Dog $5

Super 11 Badminton

3 June
Super 11 Squash

Yr 7 & 8 Invitational Basketball

6 June Queens Birthday

7 June Kaitao Cross Country

10 June Hot Chips & Hot Dog $5

14 June Central Schools Cross Country

15 June Boostrix Immunisations (Yr 7's)

17 June Mufti Day - Gold Coin Donation

23 June Teacher Only Day

24 June Matariki

28 June BOP Cross Country

8 July Last Day of Term 2

Keep up to date with the latest happenings at

www.kaitao.school.nz

Term 2
Begins

2nd May 2022

Academic Award
Lucian Andrews Karlos Whiteside

Maia Wiringi-Duncan Dante Corbett-Teka

Tylah Cooper Ricky Herbert

Marcus Kennedy Kade Wilson

Te Amorarangi Te Riini-Williams Aiden Ingram

Chris-Junior Wikiriwhi Kaynaan Ransfield

Brooke Verrills Ben Gillies

Kayozz Brown Taylor-Maree Pita

Anahera Joass Lucian Wickcliffe

Ryder Hopkins Kycen Fraser

Arahia Horo-Hayward Dziah Kapene

Citizenship  Award
Oliver Ryan Ben Gillies

K.C. Goodfellow Ziantae Prentis-Waterreus

 Sharelle Howe Lance O’Sullivan

Hamuera Te Kurapa Evie Keogh

Che’Cardia Taoho Shiseido green

Tiffany Ware Lucian Andrews

Dheearya Horo Derek Seibouma

Sheamus Papesch Alazae Trebes

Patricia Dixon Kitana Te Kowhai

Payton Harmon Kaynaan Ransfield

Peter Te Paea

Cultural  Award
Tyler Hermansson Mosiah Smith

Moewhare Butler Tawhai Hewetson

Carter Bootten Kycen Fraser

Halo Warena Heylia Newton

Evie Keogh Karamaene Hohepa-Bell

Awaiti Hawira Levi Maxwell

Micah Domonibitu Ngahiriwa Morgan

Shaun Cooper George Hiini

Hope Thom Cody Scothern

Te Raukura Herewini-Graham Caius Ransfield

Dziah Kapene

!!!Parents of Year 8 Students!!!

Next year your child will be attending a 
Secondary School and will therefore need 
to transfer their dental care to a Dentist in 
Private Practice.  This transfer allows 
them to continue to receive free dental 
treatment until the age of 18 years.

Soon we will be sending home the Year 8 
transfer cards and a list of Dentists with all 
Year 8 students.
Please return 
these as soon as 
possible.

Any questions, 
please call 027 511
0152

From the Dental team





Position: Classroom Relievers
We are an inner city Intermediate school, with 13 classes and a roll of 300.
Kaitao Intermediate is updating their Relievers List and would like to hear 
from any teachers who want to relieve on a casual and part time basis.  
If this sounds like you, please send us an up to date resume including current 
contact details and we will contact you.

In the first instance, please send your CV to:
Stephen Eunson
eunsons@kaitao.school.nz



Should energy drinks be sold to kids 13 and under?

Energy drinks shouldn’t be sold to kids under the age of 13 and here are some reasons is why.

Firstly, they’re highly addictive. Eating sugar releases opioids and dopamine in our bodies. This 
is the link between added sugar and addictive behaviour. Not only are energy drinks loaded with 
sugar but they're also loaded with caffeine. Caffeine is addictive because of the way that the 
drug affects the human brain and produces the alert feeling that people crave.

Secondly, energy drinks can cause serious heart problems like heart rhythm disturbances, high 
blood pressure and anxiety. If you had/have a child especially as young as 13 and under would 
you allow them to consume a liquid that could affect them in such ways?

Lastly, it causes sleeping problems. Caffeine blocks the adenosine receptor to keep you from 
feeling tired, therefore making you stay awake longer. Sleep is an essential function that allows 
your body and mind to recharge, leaving you refreshed and alert when you wake up. Having an 
awake and focused brain is crucial when attending school especially. 

In conclusion, I strongly believe that energy drinks shouldn’t be sold to kids under the age of 13 
because it causes major health problems, is addictive and causes sleep problems.
By Ziantae Prentis-Waterreus

Should the age you can obtain a driver's licence be raised to 18 years of age?

I think that the age for obtaining a driver’s licence should be increased to 18 
years of age.

To start off with, if the age was raised to 18 years, the drivers would be more 
mature. They should be more responsible and consequently they should make 
smarter decisions.

Secondly, with them making smarter decisions, the roads would be safer and there 
would be less crash rates, as the risk of crashes is highest at ages 16-17.  Almost 
2,400 teens have died from car crashes.

Finally, without the option of driving, teens would be more active and walk places 
more.

So in conclusion,  I agree that the driving age should be raised.
By Tylah Cooper

Every child should not have to play a sport



Do you think that all children should be playing sports?  In my opinion, I do not agree with all 
children playing sports.

Firstly a lot of kids all around the world don’t like to play any type of sports, even running. For 
example 70 percent of children in the US joined a competitive sport and by the age of 13 they had quit 
the sport and never played it again. If kids join a sport like basketball and it is their first time playing 
and they're pretty bad but trying to get better, kids that are good at the sport and want to be 
competitive might get angry and frustrated because they don’t know how to play.

Secondly, children and families might not be able to afford the right equipment for their sport 
because they might have other demands or priorities to spend their money on. If kids' parents don’t 
have the money for gear for their sport they will not be able to play. I believe if kids play a sport they 
should be provided the right gear.

Finally, if every kid has to play a sport and they have never played before, people will bully them and 
put a lot of pressure on them. If kids are forced to play a sport they might get anxious and never want 
to play a sport again. Following that, kids get bullied for what type of equipment they have, because it 
might not have Nike symbols or it just looks ugly and cheap. Therefore kids get insecure and anxious.
 
Therefore, based on the reasons given above, the opinion of the writer is that children should not be 
made to play sports.
By Aida Fox

Should it be compulsory for kids play sports

In my opinion I think that every kid that goes to school doesn’t need to play a sport.

Firstly, some kids that are forced to play a sport won’t want to so they won’t put in their best 
effort. Also, kids that don’t like to play might not turn up to the games.

Furthermore when people are good at a sport they tend to bully or put a lot of pressure on the 
kids that don’t necessarily know how to play. As well as that, kids may not have enough 
money to buy the right or new equipment and as result,  could get bullied by people who do 
have the right gear. 

Another thing worth considering is when something becomes compulsory some kids may 
backlash. So what the teachers think would have a good outcome actually has a big 
negative impact on the students.

Finally when you play a sport you usually have to pay for the correct gear and entry fee, and 
because of that kids might get bullied like I said in the second paragraph. Also some schools 
can’t provide transport so the players have to get to the games themselves but the students 
might not have a car or money for gas.

Therefore, in conclusion, based upon these reasons, I believe that it should not be compulsory 
for every kid to play a sport.
By Kirimaia Hewetson



Room 6 Practicing Their Large Ball Skills.

We have been learning to:
- perform a push pass and 
keep the ball under control;
- strike the ball with force;

- attempt to shoot a goal;
- head a ball correctly

- dribble the ball and 
keep it under control;
- perform a throw in 
from the sideline;



Kaitao Intermediate 
School 

Camp 2022
21 - 23 November - Ngahere
28 - 30 November - Maunga

5 - 7 December - Moana

The Camp Dates have been set and planning has began.  We need numbers 
now to lock in our accommodation - please indicate at the bottom  of this 
notice whether your child is likely to attend camp, and if you are planning to 
attend camp as a helper (vetting form will need to be completed ASAp if not 
done already)..

Whānau are more than welcome to start making payments towards Camp 
fees, please remember to use your child's name as the reference and include 
Camp2022 in the particulars.

Account Number - 12-3155-0214154-00. Account Name - Kaitao 
Intermediate.

My child _______________ from room ____ will / will not (circle one) attend camp in Term 4.

I will / will not (circle one) be able to assist with parental supervision at camp and will arrange 
police vetting with the school.

Signed: _______________________

Phone number: _____________________

Rapid COVID-19 (Antigen) Self Tests

There are plenty of free rapid tests 
available in the Front Office for 
collection. These tests can be sent 
home with students - please let us 
know if you would like one or two 
boxes.



Kaitao Intermediate
School Board Elections
Parent Election Notice

 
Nominations are open for the election of five parent representatives to the school board.

All eligible voters will receive a nomination form. Use this form to nominate yourself or someone in your 
community. You will also receive a nomination cover letter calling for nominations. Information on who is not 
eligible to be a board member is provided with the nomination form. 

If you need more nomination forms, contact the school office.

Nominations close at noon on 5th August, 2022. You may provide a signed candidate statement and photograph 
with your nomination.

The electoral roll is held at the school and can be viewed during normal school hours.

As nominations are received, there will be a list of candidates’ names kept at the school up until election day, 
which you can view.  

Voting closes at 4pm on 7th September, 2022.

 

Signed
Karen Bedingfield
Returning Officer




