
8th May 2020



Kia ora Koutou, 

First of all on behalf of the Board of Trustees I would like to thank you for your cooperation and support 

during these challenging times. We have really appreciated the positive emails that have acknowledged the 

information that we have provided in a timely way. We have our notices on our school app which most of you 

seem to access effectively. My greetings to you today will be brief because we have important news to get to 

you about our return to Level 2, which is highly likely to be Monday 18th May. 

Although some children have not received packs or digital devices/data from the Ministry we are delighted 

that many children were able to engage with their teachers and keep the learning going. However, all of our 

attention will go on returning as many children as possible to the school site safely and purposefully. Please 

read the messages that pertain to us returning safely, which will be coming out to you by Tuesday 12th May. 

Once again I would really like to thank you for supporting not only your students in keeping them safe and 

secure, but also in the fact that as a community we have undertaken four or five weeks of a lockdown, 

unprecedented in all of our lives, which has led to such a low level of community infection. 

We very much look forward to seeing our students face to face; seeing them online is interesting but we 

believe the best place for our kids is at school.

Phil Palfrey QSM - Principal



Weekly Awards

Academic Award

Te Wainnedy

 

Citizenship  Award

Roywn

 

Cultural Award

Michaen

Emily Armer

Kaakai Beniamin

Tanirau

Sophie Bloomfield

Lachlan Brown

Wikitoria Brown

Cortney Carson

Ocean Cunningham

Ella-Rose Davis

Foalan Doogan

Maia Drabble

James Fisher

Jayda Gibbons

Natalia Graham-McRae

Dylan Hancock

Julia Hannah-Jolley

Kahu Hiraka

Christopher Hogan

Tisharn Houamau

Kiara Hunia

Zephania Hunia

Cherish Jenner

Damon Johns

Kaya Kaiou

Siane Kora-Kouka

Li’no Koshimizu-Thompson

Riddick Kyle McIlroy

Tearaia Marsters

TanikStorm Marukore

Aaliyah McKinnon

Shiloh Morrison

Logan Ohlson

Talia Pari-Samson

Sway Parker

Ariki Pene-McLeod

Kylee Phillips-Thompson

Heidi Pope

Miracle Rangiheuera-Kaire

Ariki Rattray

Bailey Rice

Saxon Rozeboom

John Ryan

Eden Ryder

Riki Sakeo

Justin Tarei-Ripia

Hunta-Jay Thompson

Amie Tiatia

Kae’Jahun Tuhoro

Reece Williams

Violet Wilson

Achievers Club

Logan James

Excellence Club

Leah Phillips

Term 2 
4th May

Week 4 

Newsletter Week - Room 5

11th May
Week 5

Government Announcement 

18th May
Week 6

Newsletter Week - Room 6

25th May Week 7

1st June

Week 8

Queens Birthday 

Newsletter Week - Room 7

3rd  June PhotoLife Day

8th June Week 9

10th June Immunising for Y7 Boostrix

15th June
Week 10

Newsletter Week - Room 8

Is your Child Absent From School?

If your child is going to be absent from school 

please either:

● Phone the school office and press 1 to 

leave a message

● Email us via our school app

● Or email us at office@kaitao.school.nz

Keep up to date with the latest happenings at

www.kaitao.school.nz

To see all our Policies and Procedures

log into SchoolDocs 

www.schooldocs.co.nz

Username = kaitao

Password = respect

 

Congratulations to the following students for achieving 100% Attendance in Term 1



From the Deputy Principal
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whanau, 

I hope you are well and adjusting to the changes we experience as we go through the different levels to 

eliminate Covid19. These have certainly been interesting and challenging times for us all. I do hope however, 

that like me, you have all had some really enjoyable whanau (or bubble) time and have made the most of 

each others company. I have been in lockdown with my partner, one of our truck drivers and my daughter 

who returned from university. I have really missed my 7 month old moko, who lives out of the region, and 

have had to make do with facetime. As much as we didn’t want him to love the phone, we are enjoying that 

he knows what is going on and that he loves his daily chats with his Nanny Debs. 

Level 3 Classroom Bubbles - I have been here at school during Level 3. We have aimed to keep the school 

bubble small and opted to have one person from Senior Management onsite during Level 3. By keeping the 

bubble consistent with the same people each day we reduced the risk to those students and staff onsite. 

It has been lovely to see our “bubble students” each morning and they have adapted well to the changes in 

routines and strict rules for entering the grounds and their classrooms each day. 

I have also had the good fortune to see lots of our students in their Zoom meetings with their class and also 

to see and comment on their work in Seesaw. So while I have not had face to face contact I have had almost 

as much time catching up with students as I would on any other school day. 

I really commend our staff and our students for adapting so quickly to so many new things and ways of 

learning. Lots of teachers I have talked to will be taking some of the benefits of their new learning into their 

future teaching well. This is really exciting! Well done also, to all of you as parents who have held your 

households together, managed distance learning and managed to work from home. Absolute SuperStars!

Returning to School - We look forward to finding out who has accepted the invitation to return to school at 

Level 2. Please talk with your children about the rules of Level 2 and also about how it will be different. Many 

of our children will have been sheltered from the reality of being out and about under Level 3 and 4 and we 

need to prepare them for what it is going to be like. I remember being completely blown away when I visited 

the Doctor for a routine visit the week before lockdown, and then again with my first visit to the supermarket 

during lockdown, and again when I made my regular plasma donation. The reality of the situation for our 

children who haven’t had those experiences of going to the shops during this time, might be surprising. 

We will do our absolute best to manage our preadolescent students safely as they return to school and will 

do so with your support and understanding. 

Most of all we look forward to seeing all our students and connecting with them kanohi ki te kanohi again. It 

has been a long time without their smiling faces. I have missed them all terribly! See you next week rangitahi 

ma!

Ms. Holmes

Deputy Principal

Kaitao Intermediate



Emergency Management Plan

We hav 

Room 5 - Term 2 Week 4

Tuhinga Mihi 

Na Kayden Grant

Ka tangi te titi, ka tangi te kaka, ka tangi hoki ahau, tihei mauri ora!

He mihi tuatahi ki a Ranginui me Papatuanuku mo te oranga o matau,

He mihi tuarua ki te wharenui rangatira no te mea i whawhai ratau mo matou,

He mihi tuatoru ki nga Atua mo nga mea katoa,

He mihi tuaono ki nga kaumatua mo nga mea katoa hoki,

He mihi tuawha ki te hunga ora, tena koutou,

He mihi tuarima ki te hunga mate, moe mai, moe mai, moe mai ra,

Me mutu ahau i taku korero ki konei no reira, Tena koutou tena koutou tena ra koutou 

katoa.



Anna wrote this poem about an extended metaphor watched online by Room 10 students - 

animals are humans competing in the olympics.

Tons of cascading azure and white 
Smooth surface of an endless mirror
Adrenaline flowing from every pore 

Dewy sweet drops refreshing and glorious 
The roar like a thousand lions emanate through the air 

The diver

Room 10



Student completing a writing task

SWIMMING

Last weekend the Rotorua Aquatic Centre was a host to the NZ Junior Festival.

Swim Rotorua had a strong team of 20 athletes and Makayla Wood from Kaitao 

Intermediate was one of them.

Makayla had qualified to race in 3 events, 100m Medley, 50m Freestyle and 

50m Butterfly, she achieved personal best times in all.

Well done Makayla

ANZAC - by Azmin Dixon

What is ANZAC?

ANZAC day is a day where we remember all New Zealanders and Australians killed at 

war.

Ceremonies take place across New Zealand on the 25th of April each year.

It was originally a day to remember and honour those who fought in Gallipoli but we 

remember all who fought in any war.

What does ANZAC stand for?



Why do we celebrate ANZAC?
Thousands lost their lives in the Gallipoli campaign: 87,000 Turks, 44,000 men from France and the 

British Empire, including 8500 Australians and 2779 New Zealanders.

We as a nation, set aside the 25th of April each year to remember them.

The Poppy
The red or Flanders poppy has been linked with battlefield 

deaths since the time of the Great War (1914–18). 

The plant was one of the first to grow and bloom in the mud 

and soil of Flanders. 

The red poppy has become a symbol of war remembrance 

all over the world. 

People in many countries wear the poppy to remember 

those who died in war or who still serve. 

New Zealanders mainly wear it on ANZAC Day

History of ANZAC
● The ANZAC tradition began during World War I with a landing in 1915 at Gallipoli on the Turkish 

Aegean coast. Because of a navigational error, the Anzacs came ashore about a mile north of the 

intended landing point. Instead of facing the expected beach and gentle slope they found 

themselves at the bottom of steep cliffs, offering the few Turkish defenders an ideal defensive 

position.

● The campaign dragged on for eight months. At the end of 1915, the Allied forces were evacuated 

after both sides had suffered heavy casualties and endured great hardships.

● Though they had failed,the actions of the Australian and New Zealand troops during the war left a 

powerful legacy.

● We remember the sacrifices they made on April 25th of every year to coincide with the initial 

landings at Gallipoli on 25 April 1915. 

https://kids.kiddle.co/World_War_I
https://kids.kiddle.co/1915
https://kids.kiddle.co/Battle_of_Gallipoli
https://kids.kiddle.co/Turkey
https://kids.kiddle.co/Aegean


Room 1 - ANZAC ART
ANZAC poppy made by Violet Wilson

- Stand at 6am ANZAC Dawn Service

A photo of some of the ANZAC art work done 

by Violet Wilson and her whanau. In this 

photo there are ANZAC poppies and lanterns 

made from items found at home, paper 

plates, plastic milk bottles, felts, colouring in 

pencils and popsicle sticks.

Awesome te whanau Wilson.

Here are some ANZAC poppies created by 

Michaela Fawthrop in preparation for the 

Stand at 6am ANZAC Dawn Service on April 

the 25th 2020.

ANZAC poppies created by Mereana Pehi



Room 13 - Poetry
Kaytalia Cole - ANZAC metaphor and simile poem
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