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Your Fortnightly News Update 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
Communication - Our phones have been out of order since before the holidays.  The outage was a major one, but 
the repairs have been completed and the phones are working.  We are very sorry for any inconvenience this may 
have caused anyone. 
 

Tree - The large tree that has been in the front of the school for many years has been removed.  This tree left 
sticky messes on vehicles parked underneath. We are planning to develop this area, designing a large car park 
with a smaller island in the middle but in the interim it will be grassed. 
 

Jubilee - Our 50th Jubilee will be celebrated on November 9th this year.  We are delighted that our community 
can celebrate this day to reminisce and remind themselves of what Kaitao Intermediate has meant to them over 
the years.  We have not nailed down the finer details but we do have a draft plan of the days events. This 
includes: Powhiri at 10.00am with a variety of activities and events throughout the day, concluding in a dinner at 
the Novotel.  The cost for the entire day will be Early Bird Registration $120 if paid by the 30th September, if paid 
after the 30th September the cost will be $150.00. Registration forms will be available soon 
 

Video Camera Surveillance - To keep our school property, staff and students safe we have installed high quality 
video cameras in most areas of the school.  This means if anyone is acting inappropriately on our school grounds, 
video evidence can either confirm or deny any incident/s. Please remember when you enter the school site to be 
calm and reasonable with all staff no matter what the issue is. I will not hesitate to trespass anyone who 
threatens/ harasses / verbally abuses anyone on our site.  
 

Attendance - We offer good quality teaching that is as relevant to our students’ needs as possible.  Sometimes 
though, everyone must understand that learning can be hard work. However our student attendance still 
concerns us.  It is clear that not everyone realises how critical education is to a child's future. We have three 
initiatives to support increased attendance.  Students who achieve 100% attendance will be taken to Rainbows 
End at the end of the year. All students who increase their attendance by 4% or more will be invited to a day at 
the Aquatic Centre.  Also for term 3 the class with the highest attendance will be provided Pizzas on the last day 
of term Three, and this will happen again for term Four. 
 

Academic Discussion - Tuesday 30 July and Wednesday 31 July. 
Today, school will close at 1pm.  Bookings for these discussions can be made online (see page ).  Bookings can be 
made from 2pm to 5pm then from 5.30pm until 7.15pm.  Bookings on Wednesday 31 July will be from 3.30pm to 
5.15pm. Each booking slot will be 15 minutes long.   
 

Canteen - Our canteen is open for Term 3.  Josie Selwyn is the manager supported by four students, Leah, 
Kaydince, Drayana and Grace, who have been very keen to get this canteen reinstated.   
At this stage payment is to be cash only.  Students can set up prepaid accounts by sending the cash to  Josie or by 
automatic payment to account number 03-0415-0094061-00, reference is your child’s name and room number. 
Preference would be that pre orders are made prior to school starting to ensure your child does not miss out.  If 
your child has any recommendations of what they would like to be sold in the canteen, they can approach Josie. 
Josie is thinking of adding pizza to the menu. We will not be selling sugary/fizzy drinks and the like. 
 



term 3 

26th July BOP/Poverty Bay Basketball 

30th July Academic Discussions 

31st July Academic Discussion 

1st August RBHS Information Assembly  

2nd August BOP/Poverty Bay Winter Tournament 

3rd August Netball Finals day 

4th August Nanjing Group arrives in NZ 

5th August 
Powhiri for Nanjing Group 

SPCA Cupcake Fundraiser 

7th August WHHS visit with Year 8s 

9th August Nanjing Graduation 

10th August Chengdu group arrive in NZ 

10th-16th 

August 
Nanjing Excursion 

12th August Powhiri for Chengdu Group 

16th August Chengdu Group Graduation 

The Following Students Have Achieved  
Academic Award (Term 2 - Wk 9) 

Te Paea Maniapoto-Heurea  Leilani Seibouma 

Zealan Grant    Hunter Crease 

Jaya Masters    Arlene Andrews 

Haiden Fraser    Krisharn Nelson-Hone 

Cherish Jenner    Teagan Mear-poona 

Jaxson Fidow    Jacob Stevens 

Faith Jones    Josie Hayden 

Citizenship  Award (Term 2 - Wk 9) 

Mia Staunton    Heidi Pope 

Skylani Thomas    Enid Morris 

Kaya Kaiou    Krew Mason 

Manaia Kahu    Harlan Rangiwha 

Lachlan Rodda    Tanika Marukore 

Billy Harting    Benjamin Teka 

Cultural Award (Term 2 - Wk 9) 

Novalee Kennedy   Te Rauoriwa Hokianga 

Pelenatete Emani   Shawn Burnett 

Vadim Horo    Te Hoia Iraia 

Jack McKnight    Manaia Atkinson 

TJ Miller    Alyssa Mansner 

Benjamin Teka    

Academic Award (Term 2 - Wk 10) 

Nataley Vaipo    Mathew Boyd 

Toby James    Jasliana Grigsby 

Haeloh Waerea-Savage  Coco Su 

Te Tarewa Pene-McLeod  Rangipawa Hill 

Odinn Shuttleworth   Logan Brake 

Dante McPherson-Mathew  Regan Henare 

Citizenship  Award (Term 2 - Wk 10) 

Faith Jones    Katie Hatcher 

Khyrah-James Taoho   Blayd Collier 

Isaac Keen    Nirelle Weston-Atkins 

Skylani Thomas    Hunter Crease 

Tanya Forsman    Haze Albert 

Emma Burgess    Jordan Reihana 

Cultural Award (Term 2 - Wk 10) 

Misshyn Walker   Danté Wirihana-Brown 

Ariki Pene-McLeod   Rangipawa Hill 

Leagence Harris   Benjamin Teka 

Samson Smith    Ashton Martin 

TJ Lee 

 

Achievers Club 

Phoenix Prier 

Olivia Sutton 

Leilani Seibouma 

Logan Brake 

Seke Rika 

Kenneth Ingram 

Ioselani Gaualofa 

 

Excellence Club 

Mia Staunton 
 

Well Done 

Teaching as a Career - If you have ever thought about being a teacher, the University of Canterbury will be 
offering distance learning programmes in Rotorua. As a first step make an appointment to see if you are 
interested.  
Have a great week ahead, 
Principal - Phil Palfrey 



Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whanau, 

Welcome back to Term 3! We hope that you had a great break with your tamariki and managed to get some 

whanau time. Students have returned to school looking rested and settled.  

I was fortunate to have most of the first week of the break away from schoolwork and took the time to 

increase my marathon training for some of it, following another half marathon in the first weekend. The second 

week was spent at school getting work done for the upcoming term. Having the time to get tasks done has left 

me feeling prepared for the term ahead and excited about the opportunities ahead.  

Parking and Pick-ups - Please do not park on the side of the road opposite our driveway. Our school bus needs 

to come in the front gate and it is a very tight squeeze when there are cars parked there. This is also a reserve 

area and damages the grass area during the winter months. Please be very careful coming into our car park and 

observe the speed limit. Students are in a rush, this is a busy time of the day and accidents can happen when 

students are not taking note of the surroundings. Drivers please slow down and be very careful.  

Piercings - Please be reminded that there is a school rule (outlined in the prospectus) that students are allowed 

one ear piercing and earrings are to be studs. Tongue and nose piercings are not allowed at Kaitao 

Intermediate for health and safety reasons.  

Academic Discussions - Please ensure you make the time to meet with your child's teacher for academic 

discussions next week. Come prepared with some questions about the report and about the next steps for how 

to assist your child to meet any goals that have been set. These discussions should focus on the learning 

successes and goals being set for reaching targets by the end of the year.  

Teenage Hygiene- This is the time of the year when there are a number of viruses. Making sure that students 

are warm, have good hygiene, eat a healthy diet, get enough sleep and stay active all help in keeping the 

immune system working as it should. Talk regularly with your children about how their food choices, sleep and 

exercise affect their wellbeing overall as well as keeping them healthy and free from winter bugs.  

Even adolescents need reminders about good hygiene and to be reminded to wash their hands and look after 

their general cleanliness. It can be a time when they start to develop body odour and smellier feet, so please 

help them to understand these changes, as well as help them to avoid any of those embarrassing teenage 

moments this can contribute to. Regular clothes washing and showering are essential.  

 



Homestay Students - I have been fortunate to host a number of students over the years and have also recently 

had some of our FarmHouse students. This can be a great way to experience different cultures and also share 

our own with others. If you have not yet let Karen know you are interested in hosting please do so. This will be 

an ongoing opportunity, so if you were not sure for this intake of students you could still look at it for the 

future.  

Career Pathways - Children these days have so many options when it comes to their future pathways. Some of 

what we know in the world will be so different for them. However there will still be many things that stay the 

same and some jobs may look the same. It is never too early, or too late, to start thinking about what we might 

like this to look like and for our children to start dreaming about what they want to be "when they grow up".  

Some children know very early and others change their minds or have no idea at all. Both my own daughters 

have been very different in the way they have gone about developing their career pathway. My eldest daughter 

knew at 4 years old she wanted to be a lawyer and graduated with her law degree almost 2 years ago. My 

youngest is at university and has changed her pathway already, still not quite sure where this might lead her. 

Both have worked part time jobs during their study, to build their work ethic.  

Start having these conversations in your household and have your children thinking about their skills, likes and 

dislikes, strengths and aspirations for the future. Make sure that their education helps them to have access to 

be able to make the choices they want along the way, regardless of whether they know or do not know what 

they want to be "when they grow up". 

Have a great week everyone. We have an exciting term ahead. 

Congratulations to the following students for achieving 100% Attendance in Term 2 

Maia Drabble 

Anna Malony 

Danayla Wilson 

Bob Korau 

Jodi Adams 

Tasha Grigsby 

Coco Su 

Eli Eade 

Tanya Forsman 

Maria Mativa-Horn 

Taylah Matthews 

Calais Rapana 

Lachlan Rodda 

Joey Bruning 

Dash Newton 

Ani Te Kani 

Josh Holland 

Ebon Richards 

Cassidy Kapa 

Rylee Lee Chee 

Bayleigh Pari 

Shaia Rapana 

Jystis Hiraka-Rakatau 

Jayah Marsters 

Eden Ryder 



China Trip 

In Week 8 of this term the first of hopefully many reciprocal groups from Kaitao Intermediate School to our 

sister schools in China will begin. The eleven students have been picked from 22 applicants through a range of 

activities from creating a C.V. (Curriculum Vitae) to learning and presenting a Chinese speech. These students 

have then spent the last year fundraising for their trip with their family and friends. Many of their weekends 

and week nights have been utilized to hold quiz nights, sausage sizzles and raffles. The prizes for these have 

been kindly donated by supportive companies and families in the Rotorua district. 

 

The eleven students have continued to display Kaitao’s four values (Responsibility, Respect, Resilience and 

Excellence) in all of the required fields to create a successful touring group. 

We fly out of Auckland bound for the southern city of Guangzhou (Canton) at which stage we board a 

connecting flight to Beijing. We will visit The Great Wall, Tiananmen Square, The Forbidden City and the 

Summer Palace to name a few tourist attractions before boarding a speed train to travel to Xian, the city of the 

Terracotta Soldiers. This train averages a speed of 300 km/hr! After two busy days in Xian we fly to Nanchang 

where our sister school is located. 

Our group will be home-stayed during this part of the visit. We will experience school life in China of which we 

are all excited. Our last stop on our voyage takes us by train to Xiamen. This is where our MLA’s (Mandarin 

Language Assistants) study before their one year experience in New Zealand. There are many scenic places to 

visit and Xiamen is a seaside city closest to the island of Taiwan where many of our Farmhouse students hail 

from. It is from here that we fly again to Guangzhou, and then Auckland. All of the experiences will happen 

over just two weeks! 

   

I would personally like to thank all the families who have worked so hard in fundraising for their children, 

achieving the goal of travelling in Kaitao Intermediate’s first sister school touring group.  

 

Mr E. (Eunson) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These are images of R5 students manipulating cubes to make 3-dimensional shapes.   
 

Once they made them, they used the formula of width x length x height.   
 

Before that  though, they simply played with them. 
 

 

Kiwi Can 

Co-operation means working together.  Students were given the challenge of carrying the bouncy ball to the 

other side of the room and back.  It was hilarious fun to do it. For the teachers, it was just as hilarious to 

watch.  These tasks were completed in their Kiwi Can class.  

 







Keep up to date with the latest happenings at 

www.kaitao.school.nz 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Tuesday: 8.00am - 1.30pm 

Thursday: 8.00am - 1.30pm 

(Or via appointment) 

Thank you, to our local Western Heights Mobil for 

sponsoring our Aims Games athletes. 

Aroha nui  - Kaitao Intermediate  

 
 

Changes to the Pita Pit School Lunch Menu. 
 

Starting from the beginning of Term 3 Pita Pit is providing more options for your children to choose when order-
ing their lunch from Pita Pit. 
 

Roast Lamb and Grilled Steak have been added to the list of Main Meats and Proteins. Green Salad Mix, Red 
Slaw, Mushrooms, Corn, Green Capsicum and Quinoa Brown Rice have been added to the extensive list of Fill-
ings. Smashed Avocado has been added in the Extra Fillings, with an additional charge of $1.50. It is real Avocado 
that we smash daily.  
 

We also want to help you to encourage your children to have more salads so we have reduced the price on the 
Extra Fillings from $0.50 to $0.30 per filling. We hope your children will try more fillings in their Pitas. 
 

We have added more sauces to the Menu, and some of them are pretty amazing. Sweet Chilli, Hummus, Lemon 
Dijon, Turmeric Ginger Yoghurt, Sriracha Mayo, Smoked Chipotle Mayo, Cucumber Yoghurt and Hot Chilli. We 
have also added the option for Extra Sauces. If your child wants to try some of these new ones together with 
their old favourite we can add extra sauces for a small additional charge of $0.30 per sauce. 
 

Our salads now come in environmentally salad bowls rather than boxes. We are working on finding an environ-
mentally friendly fork that can be used. These have been very popular in our store and the children who have 
ordered Salad Bowls tend to re order them. 
 

The Sides and Drinks have pretty much stayed unchanged but we have bought back the popular Candy Cookie 
and Charlies Blackcurrant/Apple Juice combo.   
 

Thanks for your Support. 
 

The Pita Pit Rotorua Teams 
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24 July 2019 

 
Tena koutou e te whanau 

 
At Kaitao Intermediate we have a group called Tangata Taiao.  We strive to work alongside the Western Heights 
Community Association to improve our garden areas.  The aim is to eventually provide fruit and vegetables for 
our wider community. 
 
At present we have no funding to purchase resources.  We have a number of spades, garden forks and other 
basic gardening tools, however we do not have anywhere secure to store them. They are currently housed in the 
foyer between Rooms 5 and 6.   
 
We are asking if any whanau have the knowledge and/or resources to plan and build a garden or storage 
shed  for us. If you could help in any way it would be appreciated.  
 
Tangata Taiao meet every Thursday from 12.00 to 3.00.  During this learning time we intend to plan and imple-
ment projects that will allow us to achieve our goals.  To improve our knowledge we will participate in excursions 
to other schools’ gardens, local nurseries and experts. 
  
Please contact the school office or one if you are able to help. 
 
Nga mihi. 

 
Blayd Collier (R5) Matthew Boyd (R14) 

Secretary Committee Member 

 

 

 




