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Your Fortnightly News Update 

  
  

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

During weeks eight and nine of this term, Mr.E. and I travelled with 11 Kaitao Intermediate students and three 

parents with the support of our International Director Mrs Zhou to China. These 11 students had fundraised for 

the trip during their own time partaking in many sausage sizzles, raffle tickets and quiz nights to pay for their trip. 

We first flew to Guangzhou and transferred to Beijing where our trip started. During the next four days we visited 

many of Beijings attractions including the Mutianyu section of the Great Wall where we luged down, Tiananmen 

square and the Forbidden City, the Summer Palace, a buggy ride around one of the Hutongs in Beijing, the 

Temple of Heaven where we had a moments silence to remember Miss Grey. We also showed our skills in 

bartering when we went shopping at the Pearl Market. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Beijing we took a bullet train to Xian. This train travels over 300 km/hr and it took us just over five hours to 

travel the 1540 kilometres between both cities. Our hotel in Xian was placed in the middle of Xian’s city wall, a 

wall that has stood for over 500 years. Xian is an amazingly beautiful city at night with lights covering all of the 

city buildings and the wall. Xian is also known for the Terracotta Army first discovered by three farmers whilst 

digging a well in 1974. One of these farmers is still alive and one of our students had a photo with him. During a 

break in the rain our group took the opportunity to cycle around the top of the wall. Its 12.49 kilometre length 

takes in the views of the old city and the contrasting buildings in the new part of the city. 



From here our parents left us to travel to Qingdao to be pampered and rested while the remaining group flew to 

Nanchang to visit our sister school. We were treated like movie stars while at school and in our billeted family 

and after a first worry about living with a different culture, we learnt to love the easiness of assimilating into our 

families. During our time at school we visited classrooms and spent afternoons looking at various attractions 

around the city including Chinese traditional medicines, tea resorts, arts and traditional buildings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both groups reunited in Xiamen, our last city to visit. We travelled by ferry over to an island that looks very much 

like Mount Maunganui if only for the look as the island is tiny but very beautiful. We also went to traditional 

villages surrounded by 4 levelled buildings that provide cooling (rather like an air conditioner) from the 35 degree 

heat from the outside.  

Lastly we flew to Guangzhou and after a five hour layover we departed for Auckland, New Zealand tired but 

incredibly happy with our experiences. A huge thank you must go to Mr E. for the many hours spent ensuring the 

trip was a success and also to the students and their families for all of the hard work they put into fundraising 

and gathering the required materials to make the Kaitao Intermediate students the best prepared and respectful 

children to take overseas. 

Have a great holiday everybody! 



Carpark Safety 

If you are driving through the car park can you please 

ensure you are driving at the required speed of 5km.   

If you are dropping students off please do not use the 

bus bay or teachers carpark. 

Please drop students off either at the Bell Road 

entrance or in the first part of the car park. 

While we talk to students about 

safety in the car park it is always 

important to keep an eye out for 

them. 

Parent Communication 

If you need to get a notice to your child, 

please ring the school rather than email. 

Although e-mails are checked frequently 

throughout the day sometimes when 

busy these may be missed and the 

message may not be delivered. 

Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Tuesday: 8.00am - 2pm 

Thursday: 8.00am - 2pm 

(Or via appointment) 

Is your Child Absent From School? 

If your child is going to be absent from 

school please either: 

 Phone the school office and press 1 to 

leave a message 

 Email us via our school app 

 Our email us at 

office@kaitao.school.nz 

term 4 

27th Sep Last Day Term 3 

28th Sep - 

13th Oct 
Term 3 School Holidays 

14th Oct Term 4 begins 

17th  Oct Shake Out—Earthquake  Drill  

1st Nov BOP / Poverty Bay Kio Rahi Gisborne 

8th Nov BOP / Poverty Bay - Volleyball  

19th Nov RBHS Orientation day 

20th Nov RGHS Orientation day 

22nd Nov  BOP / Poverty Bay - Softball Whakatane 

29th Nov BOP / Poverty Bay - Athletics 

9th Dec Week 9  - Last day 10th Dec 



Vadim - Coding

Cruz Jayme

Gracie Nana

Daniel







ROTORUA TENNIS CLUB, Manuka Crescent 

 
Junior tennis starts term 4 - Club membership for a year only $70 and includes club days in terms 
4 and 1 and all affiliation fees.  For more information contact Debra at physiodeb@hotmail.com 
or 021335492  or  https://www.sporty.co.nz/rotoruatennis 

 
Club night Friday - Fun games and matches.  Primary age Hot Shots from 3.30- 4.15.  Intermediate 
and High School 4.15-5.45. 

 
Coaching with a Club professional - Justin Megraw and his coaches is available on Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday.   

 

Book in through https:/www.no1tennis.co.nz  - Taking bookings for term 4 now.  Adult classes for 
beginner to advanced also available. 

https://www.sporty.co.nz/rotoruatennis
https://www.no1tennis.co.nz/




Keep up to date with the latest happenings at 

www.kaitao.school.nz 

Canteen Notice  

 

The canteen will now operate with Order Forms Only. All purchases made with the canteen will now be 

completed by filling out the order form below and handing them in before 9am each day. Orders for 

lunch specials will need to be in the day before. 

 

The new system will begin in Term 4, but feel free to start using the form this week.  

Order forms can be found at the canteen, front office or  student reception. 






