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Your Fortnightly News Update 

Teacher strike - On Wednesday this week we held our strike due to the breakdown of the collective contract. 
Even though we believe that we have a strong case we are very sorry for the interruption and inconvenience this 
will have caused you. If there is any further industrial action we will advise you immediately. 
  

Homestays for Chinese Students -  A huge thank you to all of the parents and caregivers of this school for 
providing homestay accommodation. Fiona Zhou our International Director now has adequate  accommodation 
for the 68 students arriving for short stay visits in August this year. This will be a very busy time at the school and 
we hope that these students will have a safe and happy time at our school. There is a chance that if any of them 
have a wonderful experience here that they may wish to return as full time international students. This cultural 
exchange provides benefits for our students  and families as well as our international visitors. 
 

Weekend Sport - We are pleased with the number of students and their participation in weekend sport. Students 
who participate and are active in sport are less likely to be involved in undesirable activities around our 
neighbourhood. Sport keeps children fit, active and engaged. 
 

Jubilee - 2019 marks the 50th Year for Kaitao Intermediate. We are in the process of planning the Jubilee 
Celebrations. At this stage we envisage an open day, which should be Saturday 2nd November, for this event to 
take place. We do understand that it is the final of the Rugby World Cup but the game does not begin until 9pm 
New Zealand time and we would expect that the celebrations for the day have been completed. 
We would expect that like all Jubilees there will be some celebrations and performances by students and staff, 
reminiscing over old photos and opportunities for old friends and former classmates to catch up. The culminating 
activity will be a dinner at the Novotel, Rotorua. 
Please register your interest by emailing Karen Bedingfield at bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz and you will receive 
special updates as time goes on. If any of you have great ideas / activities / prizes / fundraising ideas etc. please 
let Karen know. 
We have plans to create a memorial for the jubilee which involves students working alongside a local landscaper 
or mural artist. Fundraising from the Jubilee will be used to develop this memorial project. 
Keep an eye on our school Facebook page for information updates as well. 
 

Canteen - Students have initiated an idea of opening a canteen at our school. We have recently been fortunate 
to meet a local person who is actively engaged in beginning the work to re-open our school canteen / tuck shop. 
There are plans for students to be involved in the day to day running of this project in ways which align with the 
curriculum and their learning. There will be lots more details including menu, in the near future. 
 

Upgrade of Classrooms - We have the funding for four of our classrooms to be upgraded. Property funding 
comes from a different pool of funding than funds for the day to day running of the school. The classrooms to be 
upgraded first are rooms 3, 4, 5 and 6 with other classrooms planned for the near future. 

While these classrooms are being renovated there will be some minor disruption to the physical spaces where 
students will learn. Learning will not be impacted by the renovations. We will keep you up to date with the 
progress of the buildings and where students new learning spaces are. 
Hopefully these will all have been finished by the time of the jubilee and we will be able to open them and 
celebrate. 
 



New Teachers - We have appointed a fixed term teacher Rea Martin for a Maternity Leave position until the 
end of the year. Mr E. will be released from his classroom while Whaea Nat is away. We welcome Rea Martin 
back to Kaitao Intermediate and to Room 13 for the remainder of the year. 
 

Jann Kieck will be joining us soon from South Africa to take up her position in Room 3. We will keep parents of 
Room 3 students up to date as to if and when they will be returning to their former class group. 

We are delighted with these appointments and the strengths and skills these teachers will bring to our school 
and students learning. 
 
Have a great week 
Phil Palfrey - Principal 



The Following Students Have Achieved  

Academic Award (Term 2 - Wk 3) 

Olivia Sutton    Kori Tauafao-Anae 

Kianna May    Cassidy Kapa 

Faith  Jones    Darcie Rakels  

Dante McPherson-Mathew  Jacob Simon 

Tamahou Keegan    Piarimu Mahara 

Gracie Metera    Tawhiri Ngatai 

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 2 - Wk 3) 

Ihaia Toheriri    Leilani Seibouma 

Zephania Hunia    Seathin Taylor 

Anthony-Ray Howden   Odinn Shuttleworth 

Alyssa Mansner    Talia Pari-Samson 

Natahlia Rangitoheriri   Tawhiri Ngatai  

Te Whatitiri Thomas-Walker 

 

Cultural Award (Term 2 - Wk 3) 

Kianna May    TJ Lee 

Logan Brake    Jaxson Fidow 

Emma Burgess    Leagance Harris 

Riharii Collier 

 

Academic Award (Term 2 - Wk 4) 

Dante Wirihani-Brown   Olivia Sutton 

Kyra Goodson    Danielle Patchell 

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 2 - Wk 4) 

Toby James     Kori Tauafao-Anae 

Matire-Rose Rukupo   Maria Mative-Horn 

 

Cultural Award (Term 2 - Wk 4) 

Toby James     Cody Barrett 

Nezrah Isaac    Savannah Rogers 

term 2 
3rd June Queens Birthday 

5th June Kiwi Can Event 

12th June Immunising for Boostrix (Year 7) 

28th June 
BOP/Poverty Bay Mixed 6 a side Hockey - 

Kaitao 

4th July Mid Year Reports 

5th July Last Day of Term 2 



Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whanau, 
 
STEAM - Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics are increasingly important in our curriculum. Mr Palfrey 
and I will be attending a conference in Auckland this week to ensure that what we are doing at Kaitao Intermediate matches the 
most up to date research and requirements for schools. 
 
Rangihakahaka and Whiria te Ako - Also this week I attend Rangihakahaka with my colleagues within the Kahui Ako across 
our 12 schools. Although I have personally done this before it is important that our relationship with iwi and localised 
curriculum are at the forefront. We have a small group of teachers at Kaitao Intermediate who are also working closely with Te 
Taumata o Ngati Whakaue to trial a science focussed program called Whiria te Ako. This is an exciting opportunity which is 
showing excellent results in engaging students in science. 
 
Lunches - Many of you know that I make sandwiches most days of the week for students who do not have kai, do not have 
enough kai or have forgotten their lunch. Thank you to those people who have donated items such as muesli bars and snacks, 
and spreads for the sandwiches, Thanks also to St Vincent de Paul who have been providing sandwiches on Fridays when I am 
unable to. 
A number of students in classrooms ask what is on the sandwiches and are getting used to the responses "Hungry or not 
hungry" and "Grateful or ungrateful". There are a large number of students who do receive this free kai and show their thanks 
and gratefulness to be fed. 
 
School Jerseys - The school jersey can be purchased at the school office. This jersey is warm, well made and dries quickly in 
the hot water cupboard overnight. It helps with these cold winter mornings to have another layer under the school jacket, 
which is not enough for students to keep warm by itself. The jersey may seem expensive, however is similar in price to many of 
the logo and branded items students try and wear that are non-uniform. The jersey is long lasting (my daughter had the same 
style from the same company for her whole secondary schooling, Yr 9-13 and we were still able to sell it second-hand) and is 
worthwhile purchasing. 
 
Winter Bugs - Keeping warm and dry are part of ensuring winter bugs are kept away. Healthy eating, good sleep, exercise, and 
hand washing help the most. Adolescents still need reminders to ensure that they look after their own hygiene and that they 
wash their hands before eating. 
Our local hospital had a busy weekend dealing with patients with cold and flu symptoms. Please remember that doctors visits 
for under 14's are free and help us keep our hospitals for emergencies only. To be eligible for free visits you do need to be 
enrolled with a local GP. 
Please also remember that Sore Throats Matter and should be checked out by a doctor. 
 
Dental Health - There has been a lot in the media about the dental health of children and ongoing dental health throughout 
New Zealand. Dental hygiene is linked to a number of other health issues including: diabetes, heart health and more recently 
mental health. 

 Children receive free dental check-ups at school each year. 

 Please ensure that your child is present to receive their free check-ups and make contact using the 0800  Talk Teeth  
 (0800 825 583) for anything that occurs between the visits to our school.   

 Keep checking 

 Don’t wait for teeth problems; take your child for regular check-ups. 

 Always be positive about dental visits. 

 Use language such as ‘keeping your teeth healthy’ and ‘keeping your smile beautiful’. 

 
Team Sports - There were some great successes over the weekend in sport. Students presented short reports of the games, 
team goals and results at this mornings assembly. The reports were concise and presented with ever increasing confidence. 
Great work teams! 
 
Have a great week everyone and remember that school is closed on Wednesday while teachers who are NZEI Union Members 
are on strike. 
 
Debbie Holmes - Deputy Principal 



 
 
 
 
 
22.5.2019 

 

AROHA 
 

 

He aha te aroha? ko te aroha te tikanga whakaaro nui ka aroha tetehi tangata ki tetehi tangata. Ki tona whenua, 

iwi, ki nga kīrehe, ki ngā manu, ngā ika, me nga mea katoa e tua ake ana i te whenua. 

Ka aroha tetehi tangata ki tetehi atu ahakoa he aha, tona ahua i roto i ōna pikinga ake, ano i ōna hekenga iho. I 

roto hoki ōna hari, me ōna pouri. I roto i āna mahi pai me āna mahi hē. 

Ehara te aroha i te kiri moko, engari koia tērā e pupu ake ana i te whatumanawa. 

 

Na Parekahu Keegan 

Ruma 8   





Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 


