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Your Fortnightly News Update 

Keep up to date with the latest happenings at 

www.kaitao.school.nz 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
I am really pleased to see the attitude of our students towards their learning and to each other has improved so 
much throughout the year. 
 
Many of our students are remembering to use the school values of Respect, Resilience, Responsibility and 
helping to lead to excellence in all they do. 
 
Guest speakers -  On recent Monday mornings at our school assemblies, we have invited people from our 
community who have a story to tell about their lives. They have told our students about the work they do and 
achievements they had made in their lives. 
 
One such speaker was Jim Tawa, who catered for us at Apumoana marae near the Redwoods Forest last year. He 
talked about how he got into catering as a young man and because of his passion for food he has been able to 
live and work in many places around the world. 
 
Last Monday assembly Anaha Hiiri spoke of his passion and love of Te Reo and how his life has been dedicated to 
promoting the language. Both of these wonderful speakers have been past pupils at Kaitao Intermediate. 
If you know of anyone who is passionate about their work and would love to  speak about this to our students 
please contact me via the office and I will get back to you. Our students need to hear from local people who have 
taken on challenges and made successful careers about their passion.  
 
Health and Safety - The safety of our students and staff is paramount. Thank you to all of you who when 
coming onto the school site between 9.00am-3.00pm sign in and out at our front office. Please remember to 
keep our students safe no-one should think it is ok to walk into the school without signing in. 
We are currently upgrading our video surveillance in our school so that students wherever they are in the school 
can feel safe and secure during their learning day. 
 
Matariki - Most of our students are participating and learning about Matariki and undertaking activities in 
class. For example, Room 5  participated in community celebrations at Te Puia on Wednesday. Please encourage 
our students to describe these activities and celebrate this very special time of the year. 
 
Have a great week ahead, 
Principal - Phil Palfrey 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Tuesday: 8.00am - 1.30pm 

Thursday: 8.00am - 1.30pm 

(Or via appointment) 



term 2 

28th June 
BOP/Poverty Bay Mixed 6 a side Hockey - 

Kaitao 

4th July Mid Year Reports 

5th July Last Day of Term 2 

6th-21st July Term 2 Holidays 

The Following Students Have Achieved  

Academic Award (Term 2 - Wk 7) 

Jackson Daysh   Cassidy Kapa 

Shaia Rapana   Ioselani Gaualofa 

Jasliana Grigsby   Toby James 

Ihaia Toheriri   Te Hoia Iraia 

Nezrah Isaac   Odinn Shuttleworth 

Hayley-Hope Warren 

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 2 - Wk 7) 

Cooper Simes   Elsie Atkins 

Aaliyah Lea    Luka Konui 

Haze Albert    Nezrah Isaac 

Clayton Myers   Odinn Shuttleworth 

 

 

Cultural Award (Term 2 - Wk 7) 

Toby James    Joey Bruning 

Eli Eade    Taylah Mathews 

 

Academic Award (Term 2 - Wk 8) 

Elsie Atkins    Tyla Malcolm 

Tipene Herewini   Jackson Daysh 

Haze Albert    Zara Symes 

Regan Brown   Darcie Rakels 

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 2 - Wk 8) 

Jeremiah Phillips   Taylor Lidgett 

Tyla Malcolm   Jaedyn-River Nelson 

Emma Burgess   Joey Bruning 

Taylah Mathews   Tanya Forsman 

 

Cultural Award (Term 2 - Wk 8) 

Whitimai Witoko-Clair  Nora-Lee Kennedy 

Cooper Simes   Zara Symes 

Haze Albert 

 

Achievers Club 

Seathin Taylor 

 

Excellence Club 

Coen Stockley-Hill 

Peter Herniman 
 

Well Done 



Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whanau, 
 
Reporting to Parents - We are nearing the end of term 2! This means we only have our Year 8 students for 2 more terms 
and our Year 7 students for 6 more terms. The Intermediate school years go so fast, and that is why it is so important that 
we connect quickly, form relationships and urgently get on with the business of learning. You will be receiving your child's 
report next week to show the learning they have done to date. Please take careful note of the comments and make time to 
come and discuss further learning goals with your child's teacher early next term.  
 
AP and DP Trip - I was fortunate to go with a group of local assistant and deputy principals to a number of schools in the 
Waikato last week. This trip was designed for us to see what is being offered in other schools, see different environments 
and make connections with other schools. Some of the primary schools we visited focussed on play based learning. This 
was interesting to me in thinking about how this type of learning leads into STEAM learning and integrated curriculum 
learning which we focus on in Intermediate Schools.  
 
Whiria te Ako Wananga - Tomorrow 4 of our teachers attend their next wananga to learn more about teaching science 
with a Te Ao Maori and specifically Ngati Whakauetanga. The wananga will provide local stories and practical examples of 
hands on teaching activities for students. Through my own observations in classrooms I have noticed the improvement in 
the subject specific scientific vocabulary students are using. 
 
Sense of Belonging - In general there is a lovely feel around the school at present. Students have formed friendships and 
have settled into their classrooms now that they have a sense of belonging in the school. Establishing a sense of belonging 
is vital in learning and takes some time to develop. We are pleased that we are experiencing the benefits of this as we near 
the end of term 2. 
 
Camp 2020 - This brings me to a further reminder for camp next year. In 2020 Kaitao Intermediate camp will take place 
between 2nd -11th March 2020 and will follow our alternate year rotation and be at MiCamp Taupo. The cost for this camp 
will be approximately $300 per student. We understand that this is a considerable cost and are happy for you to start 
paying this by automatic payment, even in small amounts. Please contact Mrs Broad or Kelsey for the school bank details or 
add to your current automatic payment using the reference (camp2020). 
 
Health and PE Curriculum Survey - The survey is now closed and we have analysed the results. The survey has found that 
some of you are aware of what the Health and PE Curriculum entails and that most parents are happy with the way the 
health curriculum is delivered at Kaitao Intermediate. Some parents were not aware of the areas of the health curriculum 
that were covered at school as students had not shared this with whanau, and perhaps this is due to them not yet realising 
that their learning fits into this area of the curriculum. The survey highlighted that parents overall believe that teaching of 
Health is a shared responsibility between school and home. A further consultation meeting will take place in term 3. Keep 
your eyes out for notices via the newsletter, school app and Facebook for an update.  
 
2020 Enrolments - Students who are in Year 6 at our contributing schools will be receiving enrolment information soon. It 
is really important that we know who is coming and are able to find out as much information from their current school as 
possible, so we can make the best class placement choice. Transition between schools is a stressful time for pre-
adolescents, so making decisions early and ensuring that they have all the information they need to transition smoothly is 
really important.  
My Palfrey and I will be visiting schools, organising transition visits and then further visits take place between teachers. 
While it might seem early to be thinking about this, it is a huge job for an intermediate to enrol and carefully place each 
student, so an early start is needed. We need your help to get the word out about how important this is.  
 
Cold Mornings - The temperature has certainly taken a dip this week and the mornings are much cooler. Teachers have 
requested that they are able to open their classrooms 15 minutes earlier for students to stay warm. Before school is an 
important time for teachers to get ready for the day ahead, so we really appreciate them making their classrooms available 
for students in this way.  
 
Have a great time with your whanau over the school holidays. I will be taking the time to catch up on school work! 



Bikes and Scooters 

If you child is riding a bike or scooter to 

school they MUST wear a helmet.   

This is a Health and Safety 

matter and we would 

appreciate your support. 

Tangata Taiao News 

Tangata Taiao and the Western Heights Community Association are hosting a working bee: 

Saturday 29 June 2019  

(This Saturday!) 

10 am to 1 pm 

Please bring suitable clothing and any tools you believe will be useful  

(weed eaters, rakes, buckets, wheelbarrows, etc.) 

It will go ahead even if it is raining! 

All interested adults welcome.   

The work that is needed in the garden demands adult strength. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Thank you, to our local Western Heights Mobil for 

sponsoring our Aims Games athletes. 

Aroha nui - Kaitao Intermediate  



Celebrating Matariki 2019 

 

Matariki is the Māori name for the cluster of stars  

also known as the Pleiades.  

It rises in mid-winter and for many Māori, 

 it heralds the start of a new year.  

 

Matariki literally means the 'eyes of god' (mata ariki)  

or 'little eyes' (mata riki). 

 

The Maori perspective: 

This cluster consists of nine stars. 

Each signifies a connection to our world. 

 

Matariki:  reflection, hope, our connection to the environment and the gathering of people.  It is also 

connected to the health and wellbeing of people. 

 

Hiwaiterangi: granting wishes, and realising our aspirations for the coming year. 

 

Tupuaarangi: everything that grows up in the trees, including fruit, berries and birds. 

 

Tupuaanuku:  everything that grows within the soil to be harvested or gathered for food. 

 

Ururangi: winds. 

 

Waiti: all fresh water bodies and the food sources that are sustained by those waters. 

 

Waitaa: the ocean, and food sources within it. 

 

Waipuna-aa-rangi:  the rain. 

 

Poohutukawa: those that have passed on. 





Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 


