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Your Fortnightly News Update 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

 

Reading - I was pleased to hear the story of one of our students saying that she was surprised and delighted to 

hear her child read fluently to one of his younger siblings. He had never done that before. She knows his 

confidence has developed because he participates in the Quick Sixty Programme where students read with one 

of our Teacher Aides every day. This student has told his mum that he can read well because he practices every 

day with Matua Shaun in the library. 

 

Please encourage your children to read books at home - the ability to read will be a significant predictor of their 

success both in their ability to learn and their ability to succeed in life. 

 

Jubilee - Kaitao Intermediate celebrates its 50th year Jubilee in November this year. For more information 

please see our advert in this newsletter. 

 

Khan Academy - At Kaitao Intermediate we usually don’t have formal homework as such. This does not mean 

students should be allowed to waste their time on gaming or the like. After school there are many things that 

students can do to learn.  For example sitting around the table and having conversations about the days, the 

news and so on can extend children’s vocabulary and general knowledge. However, if you or your children would 

like to participate in good quality, FREE tutoring in many areas of our curriculum like Maths, Science & 

Engineering, Computing, the Arts and Humanities, Economics, Finance or History please look more into this link - 

https://www.khanacademy.org/.  It is FREE everyone can have their own account and learn with great tutorials 

for next step learning. 

School Canteen - Our school kitchen has been upgraded and will be used for the school canteen very shortly. 

More details to follow. 

 

Have a great week ahead, 

Principal - Phil Palfrey 

https://www.khanacademy.org/


The Following Students Have Achieved  

Academic Award (Term 2 - Wk 5) 

Katie Hatcher    Odinn Shuttleworth 

Haiden Fraser    Tisharn Houkamau 

Coen Stockley-Hill   Keenan Dwane 

Chartruse Hawkins   Cassidy Kapa 

Hare Brady    Alex Newton 

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 2 - Wk 5) 

Logan Brake    Odinn Shuttleworth 

Krisharn Nelson-Hone  Harmony Tahana 

Lee Rapley    Luckyie Shaw 

Summer Gibbons   Rylee Lee Chee 

Emma Burgess   Alex Newton 

 

Cultural Award (Term 2 - Wk 5) 

Tisharn Houkamau   Israel Reihana 

Peter Herniman   Leilani Seibouna 

Alex Newton 

 

Academic Award (Term 2 - Wk 6) 

Tyson Nelson-Young   Phoenix Tito 

Ranginui Cuthbert   Jordyn Anso 

Te Paea Maniapoto   Mia Staunton 

Ioselani Gaualofa 

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 2 - Wk 6) 

Krisharn Nelson-Hone  Tisharn Houkamau 

Kaira Hall    Elena Wentzel 

Mia Staunton 

 

Cultural Award (Term 2 - Wk 6) 

Tisharn Houkamau   Pipo Ratana 

Bayleigh Pari    Vaatau Utura-Foe 

Jas Grigsby    Toby James 

Ihaia Toherihi 

term 2 

21st  June Grand Circle (18) 

28th June 
BOP/Poverty Bay Mixed 6 a side Hockey - 

Kaitao 

4th July Mid Year Reports 

5th July Last Day of Term 2 

6th-21st July Term 2 Holidays 



Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whanau, 
It is hard to believe that we are more than half way through this term already. There are a huge number of 
events and activities happening in classes, around the school and across the community. 
 
Haerenga Tautoko - This week teachers across the schools in or Kahui Ako have been sharing the great things 
happening in each school with their colleagues. A range of presentations across the schools have been held each 
afternoon. This has been a great way to get to know each other, share good teaching practice, learn new ideas 
and make links between the schools and learning for students. 
 
Health and PE Curriculum Survey - Every school needs to consult with their community with regard to the 
delivery of the Health and PE Curriculum every two years. An email link has been sent to you to complete an 
initial survey for this consultation process. The link can also be found on our Facebook page. Thank you to those 
who have already completed this short, 4 question survey. 
 
Relationship Management - As Deputy Principal one of my roles is dealing with disagreements between students 
and restoring relationships between them. Children are still learning how to manage relationships at this age and 
often need support to be able to fix incidents between them. Often what I deal with is minor, however in the 
eyes of the adolescent can seem major. Encourage your child to seek help from a teacher early. Know that we 
take these things seriously and that we will listen to all sides. Trust that we have experience in dealing with 
students and the issues they encounter. Let us know if your child does have the courage to do so themselves. 
 
School Nurse - We have a public health nurse who works with the school who students can see if they have 
any health concerns. They can do this by seeing Mrs Broad or Kelsey in the office who can help them to arrange 
this. During the winter months there can be a number of coughs and colds which may need attention. Sore 
throats are particularly important to monitor and have seen to. Free swabbing for Strep Throat can be done at 
school. We have had a number of students who have tested positive from strep throat so please take sore 
throats seriously. 
 
KiwiCan - I was fortunate to attend the first birthday of KiwiCan in Rotorua last week. This was a celebration of 
the achievements of our KiwiCan tutors and the organisation as it grows in Rotorua. KiwiCan has some very 
generous sponsors who ensure that this program can be run in our schools at a reduced cost to us. Well done to 
Megan, Cori, Kihi and our new tutors who have recently started or are starting soon. We love having you guys on 
board! 
 
Kai at School - Kaitao Intermediate has a breakfast club in the food tech room each morning, which provides 
weetbix and milk and sometimes toast. Ms. Holmes makes sandwiches most days with bread she purchases for 
students and donated jam, peanut butter, vegemite and nutella. We are also a part of the Fruit in Schools 
program. If you have any donations of spreads for sandwiches these are all gratefully received. Please never let 
kai be a barrier to students coming to school every day. Attendance matters! 
 
Relievers -  If you have anyone you know who is interested in relieving at Kaitao Intermediate, please let them 
know that they can sign up to SeekaTeacher at the website www.seekateacher.co.nz. The website will allow 
them to sign up to other schools also using this system. Since we have been using SeekaTeacher we have had 
access to many more relievers for our classes. 
 
Morning Tea - I invited two students from every class to have morning tea with me on Monday. This was a 
surprise for the students chosen. Their teachers selected them based on their hard work in class. We shared cake 
and a chat during the morning tea time, in my office. It was lovely to have the time to catch up with these 
wonderful students.  

http://www.seekateacher.co.nz/


Room 5’s Maori Perspective in 
Science 

 

Hmmm… 

 
Have you ever played with sand before? Grainy 
moist clumps attract my eyes.   

 
The bag holding the sand teases me saying, “Ha ha, I 
have the sand and you can’t have it!” 

 
I can’t resist - my hands reach out to grasp it. 
- Andie Young 

 

(Language Features:  Rhetorical question, 
personification, dialogue) 
 

 

The Sand 

 

“The sand looks like kitty litter,” said Jaxson. 

“Yes,” Regan replied, as the class was starting to play 
with it. 

 
When we started to play with the sand, it felt like 
wet sugar, salt and gravel mixed into each other.  I 
made a statue of Tanemahuta using the rough 
substance. 
- Dante McPherson-Mathew 

 

(Language Features:  Dialogue, descriptive 
vocabulary) 

 
 

The Sand 

 

It sat cuddled up altogether in a bag, used like a 
blanket to keep it warm.  It lay on the ugly plastic 
tray looking comfortable in it’s bed. A baby sleeping 
all night long.   

 

Hands recklessly pulled the plastic bag, opening it 
before putting a hand in and grabbing.  The sand 
danced around as hands played with it. 
- Zharnaye-Raven Nelson 

 

(Language Features:  Personification, imagery, 
descriptive vocabulary) 



Gem of the Week 

 

The Sand 

 

My skewer gave life to the sand. 

The sand became trees, rivers and mountains. 

Creativity ruled! 

 

The sand was gritty and moist. 

 

The story started to come to life. 

The more I built, 

the better I understood. 

 

After I finished 

I busted it down into  a million pieces. 

 

My mind grew stronger. 

 

The sand was stronger, 

ready to start again. 

 

- Regan Henare  

 

(Language Features:  Imagery, powerful adjectives, 

personification) 





Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 


