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Your Fortnightly News Update 

Dear Parents & Caregivers 
 
It is now week 10 with only one week to go after this before the April holidays. You may have realised that these 
holidays include Easter (Good Friday, Easter Monday) and Anzac Day. School closes for this Term (1) on Friday 
12th April 2019 and reopens at 9.00am on Monday 29th April, 2019. 
 
Professional development for staff - Restorative Practices - During the holidays all of the staff at the school will 
be undertaking professional development with a concept known as Restorative Practice. We are a Positive 
Behaviour for Learning (PB4L) school and within that environment we use conversations which helps both the 
victim and aggressor. This helps students to see the error of their ways, understand when mistakes have been 
made and encourages them to look at ways of supporting the other person and making things right with that 
person. 
 
Pause, Prompt, Praise Parent Workshop - 15 May 2019 - I will be holding a parents workshop on reading with 
adolescent students. At this age and at this level of schooling our intermediate age students should be reading 
fluently at Level 3-4 of the Curriculum.  If your child is not reading fluently it will prevent them from accessing the 
wider curriculum and this heightens as they move on to secondary schooling. And of course it will prevent them 
from accessing further study in whatever field they choose to work in.  Labouring jobs are few and far between 
these days and increasingly, whatever field you work in requires you to read and to write and to be able to use at 
least a basic level of maths. Apart from the ability to communicate verbally, reading with fluency and confidence 
is still in my view the most important skill to have. If your child is not reading at their correct level it is really 
important to have a talk to your child's teacher to see what you can do at home to support your child’s levels of 
reading. Enjoying reading is the first step to being good at it. 
 
Principal visit to China - Last week I visited China meeting many principals in their schools across various parts 
of China. The cities I visited were Chengdu, Xi’an, Nanjing and Shanghai. On behalf of our board of Trustees I 
signed sister school relationships with two schools. From the 5 - 16 August this year approximately 40 students 
from Chengdu will be visiting our school. There will be opportunities for families who would like to Homestay 
some of these students and for other groups from China  arriving later on in the year. If you are interested in 
hosting these students please direct your queries to the school office or to Karen Bedingfield 
bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz in the first instance. It is important to note that any adults who live in the home 
and are over 18 years old must be Police Vetted. 
 
As China is now our greatest trading partner it is more important than ever that we develop relationships with 
schools in China and that our students become prepared to interact with China much more than in the past. This 
is also an opportunity for our school to have an added income to support our students’ learning. 

 We have a Mandarin language assistant in our school who works in our school for three days a week and 
works at Rotorua Primary and Ngongotaha schools for one day each. 

 Eleven of our students accompanied by Mr Eunson, Fiona Zhou who is our International Student 
Coordinator and myself will be visiting our current sister school in September this year. 

 We have some of our students competing in the Chinese language competitions later on the year. I hope 
our students perform extremely well. 

mailto:bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz


 
Safety and Security at Kaitao Intermediate - In light of the recent tragedy in Christchurch we are reviewing our 
security systems and in particular who is on site during school hours and who isn’t. 
 
 

Lockdowns: 
 If there is either a practice Lockdown or actual Lockdown no-one  is allowed entry into the school and no-

one is allowed out. 
 The school will be uncontactable during the Lockdown. Immediately the Lockdown is called off the school 

will message all parents via the APP which has a text and email function. 
 Updates would also be put on Facebook after the incident is over. 
 
From my understanding schools in Christchurch are undertaking a huge review of what worked and what didn’t 
work during the lockdown which the NZ Police had instigated. My understanding is that during the Lockdown 
there were a small number of parents trying to enter the school/s and put the whole reason for the lockdown at 
risk.  Again, if the school is either practicing a lockdown or is in a full operational lockdown it is critical that until 
the lockdown is lifted you do not come to the school or contact the school as it may only make any situation far 
worse. 
 Between the hours of 9am and 3pm anyone entering the school whether it be parents, family or 

contractors must Sign In at the school office. 
 As in any work site in NZ we need to know who is on site at all times, so that we can also keep you safe if 

you are on site. 
 We are increasing the number of cameras operating in the school so that more areas of the school 

playground and buildings are monitored. 
 
Our school works continuously on providing a safe learning environment for all students and we will do 
whatever it takes to ensure that people who are aggressive and angry are not allowed to harm other people as 
they go about their learning and work. 
 
Anzac Day 25 April - Whaea Taki and I will be accompanying our Student Leaders and Tangata Taiao Students at 
the dawn ceremony. A separate notice will be provided for those students taking part this year. We 
acknowledge all whanau at this school who will be taking this opportunity and other opportunities to remember 
those New Zealanders who died in past wars representing New Zealand. 
 
Phil Palfrey—Principal 



If you are coming to 

the school to see 

your child or for any 

other reason you 

MUST sign in at the 

office. 

Bikes and Scooters 

If you child is riding a bike or scooter to 

school they MUST wear a helmet.   

This is a Health and Safety 

matter and we would 

appreciate your support. 

Have you moved 

or changed your 

contact details? 

Then we need to 

know. 

Please contact 

the school today 

to update your 

details. 

term 1 

5th April 
Mufti Day & Gumboot day  

- Gold coin donation 

9th April Vision Testing 

12th April Last Day of Term 1 

13th—21st 

April 
Term 1 holidays  

29th April Term 2 begins 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Tuesday: 8.00am - 1.30pm 

Thursday: 8.00am - 1.30pm 

(Or via appointment) 

The Following Students Have Achieved  

Academic Award (Term 1 - Wk 8) 

Destiny Kereama   Bayleigh Pari 

Taumanu Fraser   Ebon Richards 

Tamarangi Sorenson  Clayton Myers 

Noah Beckham   Te Koha Hiki 

Cherish Jenner   Jacob Stevens 

Dontayes Walker   Kaakai Beniamin 

Stevie-Leigh Griffin 
 

Citizenship  Award (Term 1 - Wk 8) 

Kianna May    Wylie Cavanagh 

Olivia Sutton   Faith Jones 

Katie Hatcher   Enid Morris 

TeRauoriwa Hokianga  Mathew Boyd 

Te Kaea Te Nahu   Tuari Timihou-Te Kowhai 

Tanner Harn 
 

Cultural Award (Term 1 - Wk 8) 

Bailey Holmes-Bell   Seathin Taylor 

Kori Tauafao-Anae   Whitimai Witoko-Clair 

Maddison Ball   Rongopaimarie Taylor-White 
 

Academic Award (Term 1 - Wk 9) 

Tamarangi Sorenson  Dash Newton 

Ebony Large    Jack McKnight 

Tyler Franklin   Kaydince Keogh 
 

Citizenship  Award (Term 1 - Wk 9) 

Memphis Ryan   Katie Hatcher 

Jacob Stevens   Kameron Winter 
 

Cultural Award (Term 1 - Wk 9) 

Maria Mativa-Horn  Calais Rapana 



Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whanau, 
 
As we reach the end of term 1 it is time to reflect on the achievements of the term. We have held our 
Whanau Picnic, attended noho marae with over 350 students, held academic discussions, and started 
sports training with a range of volunteers. 
 
Students who are new to Kaitao Intermediate have settled in well, have met new friends and are 
forming new relationships with teachers and their peers. If you have not yet had the opportunity to 
meet with your child's teacher please make time to do this either by phone or in person. The 
partnership between home and school is really important, and is particularly so for this age group as 
they begin to develop their own independence. 
I am pleased to say that I have reached my goal of getting to know as many students names as possible. 
With over 200 new enrolments this year this is a BIG TASK! Knowing students helps me in my 
interactions with them on a daily basis and I become more than that grumpy lady in the DP's office! My 
role as one of guidance and support for students. 
 
Helping your Child at School - As written about previously, please ensure that you help your child to 
raise any issues that they are having at school. Encourage them to have these conversations by offering 
different ways to start a conversation, ask them about how this went and check in with them frequently 
to ensure they are managing these relationships effectively. If there are still ongoing issues please 
ensure that you let your child's teacher know in the first instance. 
 
Up to Date Contact Details - Please ensure that we have the latest contact details for you and your 
child. We need to get in touch with you for a range of reasons including accidents, health and safety, 
checking on wellbeing and behaviour. It is really important that we have up to date information for 
making contact with you. If you have changed your address or phone number this term, please let the 
office know. 
 
Future Focused Learning Conference - Two weeks ago I was away at the Future Focused Learning 
Conference. This conference highlighted how important it is that we are raising citizens who are good 
people.  Students having the ability to learn across the curriculum is important, as is having problem 
solving abilities and the ability to Communicate, Collaborate and Connect with others. I attended a 
number of workshops which were motivating and thought provoking and will help to drive the future 
direction of teaching and learning at Kaitao Intermediate. 
 
Have a great week whanau :) 

School Uniform Reminder 

Only Kaitao Intermediate school uniform is to be worn as part of our uniform policy.  

Shoes are to be completely black including soles and without white (coloured) logos. 

Students are welcome to wear plain black sunhats, with no coloured logos or writing 

on them. 



KIA ORA, FROM ROOM 4 

What’s been happening in Room 4 this term. 

The major focus for this term has been the Te Arawa Journey. We have been learning about landmarks; Mai Maketu ki 
Tongariro. How the people have changed throughout time and how those changes have affected us as a tribe and as a 
region. This provided an opportunity for tamariki to learn about the history of Te Arawa and the Rotorua region. For 
example: Retracing the footsteps of  the Te Arawa people, who were the prominent chiefs? What characteristic quailities 
did they have? Using Te Arawa legends. Moving into identifying their own role models. This created a unique opportunity 
to experience it first hand at noho in Maketu; being the landing site of the Te Arawa waka. This also intertwined with our 
school values of Respect, Responsibility, Resilience and Excellence and to encourage students to think about, know and 
practice the responsibilities we have as citizens of Te Arawa. 
 

Here is some recounts from our class: 

Netball 

As I stand at the bright white line I eagerly waited for the ear piercing siren to go off. I warmed up as my opponent 

approached me with a devilish smile. The umpires were standing there like statues intensely waiting for something to 

happen. 

 

A few intensive seconds after the siren went off, like a lightning bolt I shot off towards the ball. We had began the game. 

 

This game was life or death. There was a moment where I felt as if I was going to be defeated. I swiftly manoeuvred pass 

everyone just to get to the goal. My team mate held the ball and she suddenly passed it with aggression. I obtained the ball 

that was thrown to me. I was in a moment of focus so I could successfully score a goal for my team. I finally released the 

ball from my soulless hands into the windy air, and at last the rounded object finally flew into the hoop. “Swish” I hear. 

 

I quickly glanced around the netball court, and as I see the parents, my fellow netball players lifted their hands into the air. 

That's where I realized that we had just won the game against R.I. 
 

By Claire Campbell 

Camp / kayaking  

Jumping through the sand hoping no crabs pop out but... unfortunately one did. It scared us all so we decided to sprint to 
the kayaking area. Te Hauwai and I partnered up and Logan and Tiana partnered up. We had to help Logan and Tiana get 

out on the water they were stuck in the sand. Once I had pushed them out I push us out then jumped in our boat. 

 

We paddled for about 15 minutes suddenly we decided to swap partners, Tiana was now with Te Hauwai and I was with 
Logan. We paddled out into the water  then we got splashed by one of the boys so we paddled after them and splashed 

them so we paddled away as fast as we could without being splashed .  

 

 

Who wants a race ?? Three, two, one “GO!” so we paddled and paddled and paddled until Jodi with his atrocious steering 
crashed into us then he bumped us into third place. We pushed him out of our way and paddled as fast as we possibly 

could to the end. We saw that the people in first tipped, so they decided to run with their boat, so I did the same and ran 
straight past them to come first. 

We proudly took the win. 

By: Dray Hudson 

Nga mihi: Room 4 



Netball fees: $50 per player 

We are  looking for two coaches for two of our netball 
teams (year 7 girls, mixed team). If you are interested, 
please let me know by emailing: 
watened@kaitao.school.nz 

 
Hockey fees: $95 per player 

Hockey Umpire - If you have experience umpiring hockey, 
we would like to hear from you. Please email 
watened@kaitao.school.nz 

 
Basketball fees: $35 

We are also looking for a basketball coach for our year 7 
boys team. If you are interested, please let me know ASAP: 
watened@kaitao.school.nz 

 
Anchor bottle caps: 

Aims Games Bottle Cap Cup is a bottle cap competition 
Kaitao is participating in this month. If you have any anchor 
bottle caps, could you please send them to school with 
your child. We have an opportunity to win awesome prizes 
for the school if we can collect the most anchor bottle caps 
by the end of this month. 

Tangata Taiao Working Bee 

Buzz, buzz, buzz!  We need bees and bugs to help our garden grow.   

On Saturday a small dedicated group met and attacked the garden.  They pulled h-e-a-p-s of weeds and built a bug motel - 

which they called ‘The Enviro-tel’ with the slogan ‘Palfrey Apartments’.  As there was nowhere to put the weeds, they 

created their own compost heap. It was framed with tyres. In the bath tubs, they added some worms.  Now they have a 

worm farm. They were pleased with their efforts. 

Next week is the last meeting for the term.  They are going to build another bug motel and have a shared lunch - bugs not 

included.  They plan to have another Working Bee next term and welcome anyone who is interested to join them. 

- Alyssa Mansner and Rylee Hollamby 



Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 


