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Your Fortnightly News Update 

Kia Ora Koutou, 

Academic Discussions - On the 12th and 13th March we are inviting parents to take part in academic 
discussions with classroom teachers. Parents are able to book their interview time using this link 
www.schoolinterview.co.nz/code. More information on how to book your interview is provided with this 
newsletter. As we only have the students here for two years it is really important that you attend this initial 
interview session so that we can set goals and support our students in these two critical years of learning. 

School Noho Marae in Maketu - I have been fortunate enough to have visited both camps now albeit briefly. It 
is impressive to see both times that our students are well-organised and well supervised. Their learning on how 
to live and work together and be part about the natural environment around the Maketu area. I have spoken 
recently to a number of other Intermediate school principals around New Zealand and they too share the 
philosophy that to get their students out to camp very early in the first term is critical to relationship forming, 
both with fellow students and with teachers. Already we have seen that our camps are both our camps have 
been very successful but we also want to do a debriefing to make sure that the ones we run next year will be 
even better. It is really important that anybody who feels that they might end up being a camp parent or are at 
some stage staying overnight are police vetted. There is a strong assumption from some people that if they are 
police vetted at one place then that transfers to another but that is not the case.  Police vetting is site specific but 
once complete you will not need to redo it while your child attends our school. 

Buddy Reading - Parent Session - Wednesday 3 April 2019 

I am passionate about reading, because reading is critical for every person to achieve ones potential. I am keen to 
run a workshop around a program called Pause, Prompt, Praise to support parents to read at home with their 
children. I will be running this workshop which is simply about learning some simple techniques on how to listen 
to your child read. For many parents it can be a battle getting their children to read but there are some children 
who really need their parents to help them. This program will definitely help you in being able to have a calm, 
relaxed and stress free reading time with your children.  If you would like to attend this please can you indicate 
on the form below so that I know how many people might be coming. 

Moving Kaitao Kids - We have students who we try very hard to accelerate. We call these students the 
“Moving Kaitao Kids’.  Parents of these students will be written to soon and invited to an evening where they can 
discuss the progress of the students with their teachers. Our school will support these students and their parents 
to raise achievement for the students in any way we can. For example if your child has difficulty with their 
reading you are very welcome to attend the meeting outlined above to get some great tips on listening to your 
child read at home. 

Kaitao Intermediate School Policies - All of our Policies can be found online at www.schooldocs.co.nz.  

Username is ‘kaitao’ and password ‘respect’.  To find a policy that you would like have a look at, all you need to 
do is put your search in and see what comes up. There are literally hundreds of policies on this site which we use. 
All policies are reviewed over 3 years by our Board of Trustees. 

http://www.schoolinterview.co.nz/code
http://www.schooldocs.co.nz


Bullying - From time to time parents find their children involved with bullying whether it be as a victim or as a 
bully. Bullying as a behaviour is much more complex than most people understand. Accordingly,  I have this 
week put in a snippet on bullying which comes from the New Zealand Education Gazette 25 February 2019. You 
will find this later on in the newsletter. I hope this helps in understanding this vexed issue. 

Upcoming Paid Union Meeting - On the 18th of March at 1:30pm our school will along with many others be 
attending paid Union meetings. Parents are requested to pick up their children at 1.00pm. We are sorry for 
the inconvenience. 

Why are we participating in this Paid Union Meeting? 

This means freeing teachers to teach so every child receives the personal attention they need to learn and thrive. 
It means freeing principals to focus on leading and it means ensuring we have enough teachers by attracting 
more people to teaching, by respecting them as professionals and paying them properly. 

We currently have a growing teacher shortage crisis already showing itself in our schools, which looks set to 
worsen with growing student numbers and less people training to become teachers. 

Our students come to school to learn all the skills and abilities that they’ll need to grow up healthy, happy and 
productive in the 21st century. Our nation can afford to ensure every child receives the education they need to 
succeed in life, and for every educator to be trusted and resourced to make that a reality. It’s simply a matter of 
priorities. 

As we continue to go through negotiations for the Primary Teachers’ Collective Agreement this year, we’ll be 
standing together for our students for an education system that values, attracts and retains the amazing 
teachers who are entrusted with the education of our children. 

Throughout the negotiations it’s important that every member has their say in this crucial campaign. 

Our students are worth it and so are we. 

Visiting the School - Please pass this important message onto all whanau connected to our school. If you wish 
to discuss any issues with staff at this school it must ALWAYS be undertaken when calmness and logic prevails. If 
ANYONE comes into the school from 9.00am to 2.50pm they MUST sign in at the office as per any New Zealand 
work site. If ANYONE intends on being angry or aggressive for the Health and Safety of the 430 people on this 
site you will be asked to calm down immediately and if you don’t you will be issued a Trespass Notice. 

Have a great week ahead! 

Phil Palfrey - Principal 

  

Return Slip – Pause, Prompt, Praise Workshop 

(Please return to the front office) 

I am interested in helping my child read. I will be attending the Pause, Prompt, Praise Workshop 
on Wednesday 3rd April at 5.30pm. 

Signed: ______________________________________________ Parent/Caregiver 

Phone:  ______________________________________________ 

 



term 1 
7th March Settling in Reports 

12th—13th 

March 
Academic Discussions 

22nd March BOP/Poverty Bay Swimming 

29th March BOP/Poverty Bay Touch 

3rd April Immunising for HPV 1 

9th April Vision Testing 

13th April Term 1 holidays begin 

CONGRATULATIONS 

THE FOLLOWING STUDENT/S HAVE ACHIEVED: 

Bronze 

Ihaia Toheriri 

Cody Barrett 

Whitimai Witoko-Clair 

Emma Burgess 

Okeroa Keepa 

Cooper Simes 

The Following Students Have Achieved  

Academic Award (Term 1 - Wk 4) 

Tanika-Storm Marukore    Matire-Rose Rukupo  

Jayah Marsters     Eden Ryder  

Maea Mataiti     Taylor Lidgett  

Logan Brake     Ben Hughes  

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 1 - Wk 4) 

Maddison Ball     Cherish Jenner  

Mahuta Cooper     Anataria Ransfield  

Chartruse Hawkins    Bayleigh Pari  

Katie Hatcher     Faith Jones  

 

Cultural Award (Term 1 - Wk 4) 

Regan Brown    Poppy Langdon 

Taylah Matthews    Savannah Rogers 

Rongopaimarie Taylor-White 

 

Academic Award (Term 1 - Wk 5) 

Katie Hatcher    Hayley-Hope Warren 

Coen Stockley-Hill    Riria Mihinui 

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 1 - Wk 5) 

Darcie Rakels    TJ Lee 

Jordyn Anson    Rylee Lee Chee 

 

Cultural Award (Term 1 - Wk 5) 

Memphis Ryan 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Tuesday: 8.00am - 1.30pm 

Thursday: 8.00am - 1.30pm 

(Or via appointment) 



Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whanau, 
 
Noho Marae - I have returned from the first of the noho marae that I will attend with students. What a fabulous week! 
The weather was stunning, the students were amazing, the activities kept us all busy and I got to know a huge number of 
students during the week in ways that I do not have the same opportunity to do here at school. 
A huge thank you to our parent helpers who were able to attend. Camps cannot go ahead without your support.  And an 
even bigger thank you to our teachers for the tireless efforts in organising and running activities during the week. I 
appreciate your efforts to bring us all together in such an important way and making the sacrifices with your own whanau 
to do this for our rangatahi. 
 
Kahui Ako News - Many of you are aware that I work across the twelve schools in our Kahui Ako on a Thursday and Friday. 
Te Maru o Ngongotaha Kahui Ako are in the process of organising some across school sharing of the successful programs 
working in each school. Teachers from all twelve schools will be sharing the good practice amongst each other on a 
number of afternoons throughout the year. 
Teachers with the within school positions have teamed up with the across school teachers to complete inquiries into each 
of the achievement challenges and will be reporting back to the whole team later in the month. 
 
Social Media Advice from the Parenting Place - I have added an article below which might be of interest as you navigate 
social media with your adolescent. 
 
Teaching your kids to swim in the sea of social media - Your kids will step into the uncharted waters of social media at 
some point. How do you teach them to swim between the flags? 
 
Don’t take the plunge too soon - There are a few reasons why being too early can leave kids out of their depth 
 Once they have their own social media presence, they have it forever 
 The world really is more simple when you don’t have to manage your reputation and social interactions online as 

well as offline 
 Likes, notifications, messages, and friend requests can release a powerful cocktail of feel good chemicals into the 

brain, and social media can become addictive 
 
Don’t make them sit on the sand too long - What we all know about adolescents is that if they’re the ‘last ones’ or 
they’re ‘never’ allowed to take part in what everyone else seems to be doing, they’ll find ways of doing it anyway. This 
leaves you unable to help them navigate it well. To keep them between the flags, you need to know they’re swimming. If 
the time has come (usually somewhere between 10 and 13 years old), then what wisdom will they need to stay between 
the flags? 
 
Prepare them for the basics of social media - When teaching someone to swim, you start with floaties. The social media 
equivalent is a basic platform where you co-create a social media account for the family pet or a plant. It can be a fun and 
safe introduction to the world of newsfeeds, stories and direct messages. They’ll get to pick a cool original username like 
@RightAboutMeow and enjoy scrolling and posting pictures with your guidance. Learning the basics of how to add 
friends, block users, report posts, and knowing when to use their/they’re/there, is essential to being a social media 
swimmer. 
 
Start with one platform - Let them grow confident swimming in the shallows before you let them go deeper into the 
sea. It’s overwhelming to manage the notifications coming from Facebook, Messenger, Snapchat, and Instagram all at 
once. And that’s as an adult. Keep it simple when they are first starting out. 
 
If you had to swim all day every day, you’d get tired and cold. That’s why all good things need some restrictions, and that 
includes social media. Check out Safe Surfer for more ideas on how to technologically manage these boundaries. 

 
Have a great week everyone and I will see you all when I return from noho 2! 
Debbie Holmes - Deputy Principal 

http://theparentingplace.acemlna.com/lt.php?s=a0807229a6d096d605ff863b27ff4911&i=269A445A2A4114


By Katie Gray 
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