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Your Fortnightly News Update 

Kia Ora Parents and Caregivers.  It is now week 8 and only three weeks to go before the holidays.  I am sure you are aware 
that the two weeks in the holidays includes the Easter Days and ANZAC Day. 
  
Cancelled Paid Union Meeting - Monday, March 18 - Thank you for your understanding and patience over the 
cancellation of this meeting at our school. 
  
Permission Slips - Please ensure that all permission slips sent home are signed and returned as we are unable to allow 
students to participate in events outside of the school without parent/caregiver permission. 
  
You are invited to attend a workshop called - Pause, Prompt, Praise Reading - Wednesday, April 2, 2019, 6pm to 7pm in 
the school Library 
As mentioned previously I am holding a meeting/workshop where I can give you some fairly simple tips to help support 
your child’s reading.  Reading is the key to the world so ALL students need to be strong readers.  Come along, I am sure you 
will all learn something - it’s not scary.  This may also be helpful if you have younger children who you’ve been trying to 
encourage to enjoy reading. 
  
National Future Schools Conference (shaping the future of our schools) - Currently four of our staff, including Miss 
Holmes (Deputy Principal), Whaea Nat (Assistant Principal), Matua Miu (Future Focused Leader) and Mr Boot (IT Leader) 
are in Melbourne participating in this conference which focuses on: 

 Future Leadership 
 Young Learning 

 Learning Support and inclusive education 
 Teaching about and using emerging technology 

Our school increasingly looks to use digital means to support our students’ understanding their world and to use that 
technology to solve problems. 
  
Friday Assemblies - Using Technology Safely/Online Pitfalls - At our celebration assembly this Friday we will have the 
wonderful Lex Mawson from the Parenting Place, who will talk about  how to use digital technology and use online 
activities safely. He will also discuss on how we can be more gentle, patient and kind as we achieve our life goals and 
become productive members of our community.  If you wish to find out more about The Parenting Place go to 
www.theparentingplace.com 

Staffing - Last week our Room 3 teacher, Mr Norman resigned to look after his family in Papamoa.  Our new teacher for 
Room 3 is Ms Sinitia Lee. 
  
Bullying/Aggression - I am sad to say there are a small number of students who continue to use aggression to intimidate 
others at our school.  These students will receive a Stand-Down or Suspension if they continue these unacceptable 
behaviours. We are delighted the vast majority of our students are able to communicate and learn in a positive way. 
  
Board of Trustees - The Board would like to announce our new Chairperson Mrs Hali Osborne.  A huge thank you goes to 
Lucy Epapara who has been our Chairperson for several years.  Lucy has been a wonderful Chairperson at Kaitao 
Intermediate and continues as a Board member. 
A reminder - Board Elections will take place on the 7th June 2019. 
If you think you might be interested in standing or would like more information about the elections please contact our 
Returning Officer - Mrs Karen Bedingfield at bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

http://www.theparentingplace.com
mailto:bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz


If you are coming to 

the school to see your 

child or for any other 

reason you MUST sign 

in at the office. 

Bikes and Scooters 

If you child is riding a bike or scooter to 

school they MUST wear a helmet.   

This is a Health and Safety 

matter and we would 

appreciate your support. 

To see all our Policies and Procedures  

log into SchoolDocs 
 

www.schooldocs.co.nz 

term 1 

22nd March 
Mufti Day - Gold coin donation 

BOP/Poverty Bay Swimming 

29th March BOP/Poverty Bay Touch 

3rd April Immunising for HPV 1 

5th April Mufti Day - Gold coin donation 

9th April Vision Testing 

13th April Term 1 holidays begin 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Tuesday: 8.00am - 1.30pm 

Thursday: 8.00am - 1.30pm 

(Or via appointment) 

The Following Students Have Achieved  

Academic Award (Term 1 - Wk 6) 

Jacob Akroyd   Danielle Findlay-Vili 

Seathin Taylor   Rylee Lee Chee 

Beau Mead    Te Aniwaniwa Gillespie 

Emily Westeneng   Blayd Collier 

Darcie Rakels   Odinn Shuttleworth 

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 1 - Wk 6) 

Te Hauwai Ingram-Martin Animaria Haira 

Ranginui Cuthbert   Chartruse Taiepa-Hawkins 

Sheill Flavell    Tipene Herewini 

Kaituna Te Aute   Benjamin Teka 

Isherveer Bhullar   Zak Turnbull 

 

Cultural Award (Term 1 - Wk 6) 

Kianna May    Destiny Kereama 

Samson Smith   Laval Wilson 

 

Academic Award (Term 1 - Wk 7) 

Jake Richardson   TJ Miller 

Ben Hughes    TJ Lee 

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 1 - Wk 7) 

Keeli James-Murray  James Young 

Dash Newton   Ben Hughes 

Tanner Harn    Kori Tauafao-Anae 

Troy Edwardson 

 

Cultural Award (Term 1 - Wk 7) 

Jaxson Fidow   Jake Richardson 



Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whanau, 
 
What a busy couple of weeks! I have now had the pleasure of being part of both noho marae and stayed for both the 
weeks that students were away. This is a tiring but well worthwhile experience at the beginning of each year. I prioritise 
these weeks in order to build the necessary relationships with students and to help them build relationships of their own. 
My highlight was the comments overheard from students about teachers and the things they found out about them and 
how cool the now think they are, compared to some first impressions they may have had. This is the purpose of this 
exercise and makes the effort all worthwhile. 
 
Noho Marae and Camp for 2020 - I have been made aware that many parents were disappointed that their vetting forms 
were not returned in time for them to attend the noho with us. We were disappointed for you that you were unable to 
enjoy this experience alongside us. With having camps early in the year it is vital that we get the message out with 
enrolment. Please be assured that despite many parents not being able to attend that we were well within the guidelines 
for student - adult ratios at all times during noho and for all activities. 
We have realised that this was not fully understood for this year and will be making this even more clear for the 2020 
camp. The organisation and booking of this camp has already begun and permission slips, payment forms and vetting will 
be sent with all enrolment information. For those parents with children who are already enrolled students at Kaitao 
Intermediate camp will take place between 2nd -11th March 2020 and will follow our alternate year rotation and be at 
MiCamp Taupo. The cost for this camp will be approximately $300 per student. We are looking at grants and fundraising 
opportunities to reduce costs to whanau. 
 
School Policies and Procedures - Our school uses SchoolDocs to store and review our very important policies. This site is 
live and available to our school community. 
The school works on a subscription basis with SchoolDocs to maintain, update, and review our policies. SchoolDocs 
provides us with a comprehensive core set of policies which have been well researched and follow the Ministry of 
Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and procedures are tailored to our school, and the school 
supplies specific information such as our charter, and procedures for behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc. 
SchoolDocs updates, modifies, or creates policies in response to changes in legislation or Ministry guidelines, significant 
events, reviews/requests from schools, and regular reviewing from the SchoolDocs team. Our board of trustees has the 
opportunity to view changes/additions and comment on them before they are implemented. We will advise you when 
policies are up for review and how you can take part in the review. 
We invite you to visit the site at http://kaitao.schooldocs.co.nz/ (note that there's no "www"!). Our username is kaitao and 
password respect if you wish to explore any of our policies further. 
 
Academic Discussions - Thank you for making the time to visit your child's teacher to set goals and discuss your aspirations 
for them. If you were unable to make a time during the two designated afternoons, please feel free to ring the office to 
make an appointment at another time convenient to you and your child's teacher. If you have not yet the chance to meet 
your child's teacher this is really important. Getting to know you means we can ensure that we understand you, your 
family, your values and your hopes and dreams for your child. This is extremely important to us in sharing your child's 
educational journey. 
 
Kahui Ako Update - Across the twelve schools in the Kahui Ako we have collected data from almost all of the schools which 
will enable us to access much needed supports from the District Health Board and the Ministry of Education. Having this 
communication across the sectors will allow us to collectively improve outcomes for our tamariki and rangatahi. 
 
Kai at School - Kaitao Intermediate has a breakfast club in the food tech room each morning, which provides weetbix and 
milk and sometimes toast. Ms. Holmes makes sandwiches most days with bread she purchases for students and donated 
jam, peanut butter, vegemite and nutella. We are also a part of the Fruit in Schools program. If you have any donations of 
spreads for sandwiches these are all gratefully received. Please never let kai be a barrier to students coming to school every 
day. Attendance matters! 
 
Have a fabulous week everyone! 
Naku noa atu 
Debbie Holmes - Deputy Principal 

http://kaitao.schooldocs.co.nz/


Ezra Schuster Director of Education Bay of Plenty - Waiariki  has sent this message to all of the school in this 
region following the massacre of innocent people last Friday in Christchurch. 

  
Netsafe has received a number of reports of online content relating to the attacks in Christchurch. Footage of the 
attacks has been deemed objectionable under New Zealand law which means that possessing or distributing the 
footage is an offence. Anyone who finds footage of the attacks online should report it to Netsafe at 
netsafe.org.nz/report but they should not keep copies or share it. Netsafe encourages schools to speak with 
students about what to do if they come across the footage and about the fact that sharing the footage with this 
classification is against the law. 

The footage of the Christchurch attacks is disturbing and will be harmful for people to see. If students have 
viewed the video and are struggling with what they have seen it’s likely they will require additional support. 
Agencies which can provide free support include Youthline, Need to Talk and Kidsline. 

While the content is online there is some risk that children or young people may come across it. Netsafe 
encourages schools and parents to proactively discuss with young people what they should do if they come 
across distressing content online. Further information is available at netsafe.org.nz/upsetting-content 

If parents or schools have questions relating to this incident or other distressing online content they can contact 
Netsafe for free and confidential advice at netsafe.org.nz or call 0508 NETSAFE. 

Rhythm Interactive 
(Drum Experience) 

 

Every student at school on Friday 12 April will take part in a Rhythm Interactive Experience.   
Maunga Whenua:  12.00pm - 1.00pm 

Moana Waka:  2.00pm - 3.00pm 
 

On Friday of Week 8 and Week 10, there will be mufti days.   
Cost:  Gold Coin Donation 

This will cover the cost of the Rhythm Interactive Experience. 
 

Rhythm Interactive offers a range of inspiring shows and workshops, developed with the New Zealand curriculum 
principles, values and the key competencies clearly in mind. The drum, singing and dance workshops are highly engaging, 

100% interactive and geared to all student age groups and levels. 

Each student is given an African styled hand drum to play along during the show. African drums are among the first 
instruments used on our planet, we combine these ancient instruments with modern interactive technologies such as 

looping stations. We share unique teaching methods such as 

“if you can say it you can play it” to demonstrate how students can learn 

rhythm, music, singing and dance in a fun way. 
 

Shows are geared to the different age groups: Junior, middle and senior. 

 

https://www.netsafe.org.nz/report/
https://www.youthline.co.nz/
https://1737.org.nz/
http://www.kidsline.org.nz/Home_312.aspx
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/upsetting-content/
https://www.netsafe.org.nz/


Tangata Taiao:  People of the Environment 
 

The team have finally caught up with each other, after two highly successful noho marae.  Today the topics of discussion 
were: 
 

Our agreed name:  After a month of discussions we have decided on the name Tangata Taiao: People of the 
Environment.  We feel very comfortable with both the Maori and English translations. 
 

Each class has been encouraged to send representatives to this group.  It is their opportunity to have a ‘voice’ in moulding 
our environment. Thank you to Rooms 5, 8, 9, 11, 14 and 15 who attend regularly.  In time, we are sure the other classes 
will follow suit. 

 

    
 

A roster has been set up for the remainder of the term to cover the Fruit in Schools and Watering of the Gardens.  Thank 
you to those classes who have willingly picked up those responsibilities. 
The team require a lot of support to bring the garden areas under control.  We propose to hold a working bee for all 
interested whanau and community members to achieve this.  It will be on: 
 

Saturday 30 March 2019 

10.00am to 1.00pm 
 

Please bring any equipment you believe will be useful to mow the lawn areas, 
move and remove unwanted plants, water the gardens, feed the gardens - maybe 

bring in a supply of worms etc… anything that will help beautiful and strengthen 

the gardens.   
Nau mai, haere mai.   

 

Show Quest 2019 

 
 

Showquest is a performing arts platform for schools, consisting of a nationwide series of events produced by Rockquest 
Promotions Ltd, with the support of the Ministry of Education. 

The Ministry want to make entering as easy as possible for schools so have tried to keep the website from getting weighed 
down in unnecessary detail. It’s quite possible this website is not absolutely and completely all you need to know. Please 

ask if you need more info. 
Contacting the Showquest office on 09 845 1557. 

Schools enter via the website: www.showquest.nz. Spaces are strictly limited, so, get your entry in, so as not to be 
disappointed. 

Rotorua comes under Bay of Plenty and shows will be held in 

Baycourt Theatre on Thursday 27 June 2019. 
 

If you are willing to lead this for a group from Kaitao Intermediate 





Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 


