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Your Fortnightly News Update 

Kia Ora Koutou, 

We are looking forward to our students attending Noho Marae Camps over the next two weeks.  As with our 

camp last year, we found that being with their class and teammates undertaking the various activities and 

challenges helps our students form stronger relationships than they can when they are here for only a few 

hours a day. 

  

International Students 

Last week we had 23 students and three teachers from Beijing China.  The students had a wonderful time 

both at school and with their homestay families.  There will be many International Students visiting us from 

mainly China at this stage.   

We are seeking families that can offer their home to our International students either for a long stay (of one 

term or more) or short stay (3-10 days).  Our visiting students must have some conditions such as having 

their own room and wifi access.  

For further information please contact our Director of International Students at intstudents@kaitao.school.nz.   

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L) 

Our school is a PB4L school, where our students must be safe and feel safe in their learning day. 

While most of our students have settled into their learning days, there is a small number who use the day 

unproductively and waste others’ learning time.  There is even a smaller number of students who can act 

quite aggressively and this behaviour will not be tolerated. 

 

Please be assured that the school is and will deal with those students who behave like this.  Similarly not 

tolerated will be parents/adults acting aggressively at anytime towards our students, teachers and staff. 

 

If you do have a concern, ring or visit to make an appointment to see the teacher of your child in the first 

instance or the team leader - Maunga Team Leader, Whaea Nathalie or Moana Team Leader Whaea 

Frances 

 

- Phil Palfrey 

mailto:intstudents@kaitao.school.nz


term 1 
26th Feb -  

1st March 
Moana Noho Marae 

7th March Settling in Reports 

5th - 8th 

March 
Maunga Noho Marae 

13 - 14th 

March 
Academic Discussions 

22nd March BOP/Poverty Bay Swimming 

29th March BOP/Poverty Bay Touch 

3rd April Immunising for HPV 1 

13th April Term 1 holidays begin 

The Following Students Have Achieved  

Academic Award (Term 1 - Wk 3) 

Tawera Hawkins   McCarthy Stratford 

Amelia Hossack  Riddick Kyle-McIlroy 

Okeroa Keepa  Emma Burgess 

Katrina Reddy  Mareikura Wairua 

Stephanie Curtis  Memphis Ryan 

Kiwa Taitumu  Vaatau Utuva Foe 

Calais Rapana  Mathew Boyd 

Harlum Hakeke  Katie Hatcher 

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 1 - Wk 3) 

Lucian Stockley-Hill Kae’Jahun Tuhoro 

Logan James  Deacon Poihipi 

Mia Staunton  Kenneth Ingram 

Joshua Holland  Claire Campbell 

Isaac Hyde   Madeline Hale 

Elena Wentzel  Te Ariki Daniels 

Gunjan Goswami  Lachlan Rodda 

Courtney Dawson Clayton Myers 

 



Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whanau, 

 

Responsibility - The weeks are very busy as we settle into the school year. Students are making friends, establishing 

new routines and for our Year 7's, finding out about how things work in an intermediate school. Intermediate School is a 

busy time for students, with sports, groups, activities and lots going on which they need to show more responsibility 

towards. 

Adolescence is also the time when children's brains are recalibrating and sorting out the things they now have on 

automatic and making room for adulthood. As parents this can be a frustrating time. Children who were once responsible 

and sensible can during this time become forgetful, make silly decisions and start to show a bit of defiance as they test the 

rules. 

 

While it is a tough time for our children it is really important to keep the boundaries firm, make sure that trust is there 

between you, and for you to talk to your adolescent about their life and make sure they can talk to you. Everything you 

thought you knew about parenting can change during these years. The Parenting Place has some great parenting courses 

available for a small fee. They will hold a parenting course here at Kaitao Intermediate on Monday afternoons if there is 

enough interest. Please contact Debbie Holmes to register your interest and find out more information, so that we can 

have this go ahead. 

 

School Issues - There have been a very small number of students involved in some incidents over the first few weeks. 

Please be assured that we have dealt with these as they have occurred. Often students from other classes can see 

something occur and because they do not know what has happened to deal with it, assume that teachers do not know or 

that it has been ignored. 

 

If your children have shared incidents with you please assure them that teachers will have dealt with the incident. If your 

child does not think a teacher knows about something, encourage them to let us know and also discuss what your family 

values are around those things so that your child knows how you feel and what is acceptable for your whanau. 

 

Noho Marae - A number of students have shared with me that they do not want to attend the noho marae because they 

go there all the time. Please keep in mind when making a decision for your whanau, that the learning happening at noho 

marae includes areas across the curriculum. The social learning for camps and noho is vital at an intermediate school, 

where we have a short 2 years with students, and have enrolled over 200 students from at least 6 contributing schools. 

Getting to know each other quickly in this format is essential for students learning. 

 

Whanau Picnic / Parent Meetings - Thank you to those of you who were able to make it to our Whanau Picnic at 

Hannahs Bay. It was great to meet and get to know you. We look forward to many more school activities and events 

during your time at Kaitao Intermediate. Thank you also to those who have made appointments to come and see me and /

or touch base about things your children have been concerned about. As I get to know more students they start to feel 

more comfortable approaching me themselves. Your support in helping them get to know and trust me is appreciated.  

 

Have a wonderful week everyone! Noho ora mai! 

 

- Debbie Holmes 





Guardians of the whenua. 
Kaitiaki o Papatuanuku.   

Kaitiaki o te Taiao.   
We are Enviro Warriors. 

 

The team is an assortment of students, teachers and whanau who want to nurture our environment.  To 
achieve this we meet each Tuesday during lunchtime to discuss projects, what we need to achieve them and 
how we will.   
 

To date we have learnt the protocols of elections and how we can use this structure to hold focused and pro-
ductive meetings.  Our executive officers are: 
 

Chairperson:  Regan Henare (R5) 

Deputy Chairperson:  Mikaila-Maye Robinson (R14) 

Secretaries:  Blayd Collier (R5) and Rylee Hollamby (R11) 

Supporting staff:  Whaea Carol Sievers (R11) and Whaea Taki Roberts (R5) 

 

Two representatives from each class have been invited to join the team but we welcome all other interested 
students.  It is vital that student voice guide our next steps. 
 

Our team is responsible for organising the Fruit we receive each week, by putting it out, packing it up and re-
moving all evidence of rubbish generated by them.  Students at Kaitao are doing a great job keeping Papatuanu-
ku clean. We have taken cuttings from Scheflera Plants which were given to each class as a koha of life.   
 

The memorial garden which had a facelift last year, with support from the Western Heights Community Centre 
is a huge responsibility for us.  We will be asking our caretaker, Matua Brendan and our whanau to help restore 
it. Team members water it every school day. If you or your whanau would like to join us please contact our 
office on 07 348 3687. 
 

Blayd Collier and Rylee Hollamby 





Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 

Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 

Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 

Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 


