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Your Fortnightly News Update 

If you are coming 

to the school to see 

your child or for 

any other reason 

you MUST sign in 

at the office. 

Bikes and Scooters 

If you child is riding a bike or scooter to 

school they MUST wear a helmet.   

This is a Health and Safety 

matter and we would 

appreciate your support. 

Kia Ora Koutou, 
 
Welcome - A huge welcome Whanau and Students to Kaitao Intermediate for the 2019 academic year. Our 
students looked wonderful as they arrived all in their new uniforms. 
 
We have approximately 390 students which is the largest roll Kaitao has had for a number of years. We have 
renovated 4 classrooms to cope with the extra students. These classes all have new carpet and coat of paint. 
They are lovely now and with 4 more classrooms being totally upgraded over this year our students will have 
aesthetically pleasing and functional spaces to learn in. 
 
Teachers - A list of our teachers and staff names for this year is provided on page 3. Our new teachers are 
David Norman (Room 7), Linda Grey (Room 14) and Miu Phillips (Room 2). We welcome back to the school Calli 
Kennedy for 2019. 
 
Whanau Picnic - Last night teachers, students and whanau held a Whanau Picnic at Hannah’s Bay on Thursday 
night. This was a great opportunity for students and their families to meet their teachers. Thank you to all of you 
who attended this event. 
 
Bikes - Our students bikes/scooters are under video surveillance for security. However, if they are not locked we 
do not have the time to investigate. For example, several bikes have been left unlocked and therefore are the 
responsibility of the student. Also if bikes are not safe i.e., adequate brakes we will ask students not to bring their 
bike until they have basic safety functions. 
 
Student Hauora/Well-being - Our teachers have the right to teach and our students have the right to learn. We 
are an inclusive school and  will support all students to achieve to the best of their ability. However, students 
who came to school with any mind set that involves physical intimidation or deliberate violence will NOT BE 
TOLERATED.  
 
- Phil Palfrey 





Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whanau, 
 
Welcome -  What a fabulous start to the new school year! Students have shown themselves to be polite, respectful 
and are settling in nicely to classrooms and meeting new friends. Intermediate is an important part of students 
development and for some may be the first time they are out of their comfort zone. We know how to support them 
with what they are feeling and will work with you to help them settle in over the next few weeks. 
 
With the large number of enrolments for 2019 I am gradually getting to know students names and usually make it 
my goal to know as many as possible within the first 3 weeks. The next goal is matching parents and whanau to a 
particular child, no easy feat I must say! 
 
Noho Marae - This year we will be taking students away for a 3 night noho marae stay in their teams. Children are 
either in Team Maunga or Moana Waka. Attendance at camps and overnight stays is really important for getting to 
know students. It is an important part of developing new friendships and seeing teachers in a different light, setting 
up relationships for the remainder of the year. At Intermediate we have such a short time to develop these 
relationships and see these as being a vital part of getting to know students and being ready for learning. For some 
students this can be worrying, however know that we have the experience to ensure that they are well cared for 
and any anxieties dealt with calmly. Many students mentioned last year how important camp was in feeling as 
though they belonged at Kaitao Intermediate. 
 
Deputy Principal Role - As the Deputy Principal it is my job is to ensure that everyone is safe and happy at Kaitao 
Intermediate. I have let students know that no one is ever in trouble if they come into my office. They may learn 
about themselves or others, they may have to apologise, but all interactions are about learning, not being in 
trouble.   
 
If your child has anything going on that concerns you, please ensure that you ask them if they have spoken to their 
teacher first, and then if they have spoken to the Deputy Principal. It is really important that we know about things 
early so that we are able to help. We have plenty of experience and expertise in managing the things that are 
troublesome to emerging adolescents. If your child does not have the courage to do this themselves, it is ok to 
support them to do so. 
 
Uniforms - Students look lovely in their uniforms and we are very pleased with how smart they look. My tip for 
washing and drying quickly, is to hang on a coat hanger in the hot water cupboard overnight. This fabric dries very 
quickly this way and will be ready for the next school day. 
 
Piercings - Please be reminded that there is a school rule (outlined in the prospectus) that students are allowed 
one ear piercing only and earrings are to be studs. Tongue and nose piercings are not allowed at Kaitao 
Intermediate for health and safety reasons. 
 
Parking and Pick ups - For the safety of students and other traffic please use the parks on the school side of Bell 
Road to wait for students, or use the front half of the turn around bay along the driveway to park. The back part of 
the driveway and parking is for teachers only and is coned off at the end of the day. Please ensure that the disabled 
car parks are used only if you have a mobility sticker. It is advised not to park on the other side of the Bell Road as 
children then run across the road to your vehicle and put themselves in danger. It also annoys the neighbours when 
their front verge is driven on, particularly when the weather gets wet and the lawn is damaged. Please also be 
mindful that students are getting used to there being two driveways for them to cross at the front gate. Take care 
coming into and going out of the driveway and stick to the 5km speed limit within the car park area. 
 
We are looking forward to a really fantastic year in 2019 and already absolutely adore the lovely students we have 
here at Kaitao Intermediate. 
 
- Debbie Holmes 



We are now looking for advertisers for this year’s newsletters. 

Advertisement  spaces are available on the back page of our 

newsletter which goes out  fortnightly to all our students whanau 

via hard copy and e-mail. 

Advertising space is 9cm x 6cm. 

The cost is only $25 per term per space so contact us today to 

secure your space. 

Contact Karen on  

348 3687 ext. 705 or  

Email; bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Keep up to date with the latest happenings at 

www.kaitao.school.nz 

Is your Child Absent From School? 

If your child is going to be absent 

from school please either: 

 Phone the school office and press 

1 to leave a message 

 Email us via our school app 

 Our email us at 

office@kaitao.school.nz 

term 1 
7th Feb Whanau Picnic – Meet the Teacher 

20th Feb Education for HPV (Year 8s) 

26th Feb -  1st 

March 
Moana Noho Marae 

7th March Settling in Reports 

5th - 8th 

March 
Maunga Noho Marae 

13 - 14th 

March 
Academic Discussions 

22nd March BOP/Poverty Bay Swimming 

29th March BOP/Poverty Bay Touch 

3rd April Immunising for HPV 1 

13th April Term 1 holidays begin 



School Uniform Reminder 

Only Kaitao Intermediate school uniform is 

to be worn as part of our uniform policy.  

Shoes are to be completely black including 

soles and without white (coloured) logos. 

Students are welcome to wear plain black 

sunhats, with no coloured logos or writing 

on them. 

 
 

ST JOHN YOUTH ROTORUA 

 

St John Youth programmes help young New Zealanders aged between 6 and 18 to develop first aid, health 
care, leadership and life skills. 

 
Young people who experience our programmes gain confidence and empathy, as well as knowledge and lead-

ership skills. 
Some continue their relationship with St John when they become adults. 

 
Mondays during school terms at the St John Ambulance Hall, Pererika St. 

Juniors 5:45pm - 7:15 pm 
Intermediates and Seniors 7:00pm - 8:30pm. 

 
To find out more about joining St John Youth visit: 

https://youth.sthohn.org.nz or 0800785646 or craig.elpick@stjohn.org.nz 
 

You are welcome to come along and have a look. 
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