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Your Fortnightly News Update 

Kia Ora koutou, 
This morning the school fare welled our dedicated and talented Kapahaka group as they head to Mokai Marae for their final 
preparation for the Regional Kapahaka Competition to be held at the Taupo Events Centre this Saturday, 17 March 2018. 
We are all incredibly proud of these students and their tutors Whaea Frances, Matua Richard and Whaea Kaylah.  We know 
this is a competition but they are winners already in our eyes because they have demonstrated our key values of Resilience 
- Ūtonutanga, Respect - Whakawehi, Responsibility - Mana Whakahaere and Excellence - Kairangi 
 
Music Teacher - for the next four weeks of school we welcome Aaron Clair who will be teaching music during students’ 
Tech Arts times.  Aaron is an accomplished musician and we are pleased he can share his talents with our students. 
 
Athletics - Yesterday we held our school athletics.  The students were well behaved and competed to the best of their 
ability.  From yesterday results we are able to pick a promising contingent of 12 students for next week's Central Bay of 
Plenty Athletics competition. 
 
Touch Boys and Girls - it is pleasing to see our Touch Teams playing in our Rotorua Touch Association Competition on 
Wednesdays.  It is disappointing that older youth who don’t belong to our school and hang around our students and annoy 
them.  If any of you know these youth please discourage them from being at the same event. 
Again thanks to all our coaches and support staff for taking our girls’ and boys’ Touch Teams. 
 
Fun Run - Wow - what an amazing event.  Our students showed resilience by most of them participating and not only 
running/walking the 3km course but walking down and back from school also. 
Many thanks to the parents who supported us, cooking sausages etc.  Thanks also to Whaea Nat who organized this 
wonderful event. 
 
Student Hauora and Wellbeing - it is this time of the year when our students emotions can be on a bit of a roller 
coaster.  Our Year 8 students will be graduating and celebrating their two years here and pondering what their secondary 
schooling will be like with some apprehension about this. 
The Year 7 students while some are running for formal leadership roles, all will be required to support our new Year 7’s in 
2019. 
 
Writing - our writing guru Gaye Byers has been with us for the last three days.  She was delighted as we all are with the 
increases in student writing achievement.  This applies to most of our students who are consistently present at school and 
do apply themselves to their writing tasks. 
 
- Phil Palfrey 



term 4 
17th Nov Regional Kapa Haka 

20th Nov BOP Athletics 

23rd Nov 
BOP/Poverty Bay Softball 

Maunga Market Day 

26-30 Nov Ahurei 

28th Nov Principal Club Outing with Mr Palfrey 

29th Nov 
Reports to go home 

Maunga Trip Lake Okareka 

30th Nov BOP/Poverty Bay Athletics 

5th Dec WHCA BBQ for students 

6th Dec End of year Formal 

10th Dec Sports Prize giving 

13th Dec 
Last day of Term 4 

Graduation/Prize giving 10-12 

CONGRATULATIONS 

THE FOLLOWING STUDENT/S HAVE ACHIEVED: 

Bronze 

Bayleigh Pari 

Kaz Taylor-Harris 

 

Silver 

Cullen Hunia 

Faith Jones 

 

Gold 

Peter Herniman 

The Following Students Have Achieved  

Academic Award (Term 4 - Wk 3) 

Journey Eagle-Jacobs (7)  Whitimai Witoko (7) 

William Watson (10)  Laura-Lee Williams (10) 

Tamaiti Jolley (5)   Te Aranui Parker (5) 

Noah Bunick (6)   Celia Nauer (6) 

Nikita Tereroa (3)   Peter Herniman (3) 

Liam Rose (14)   

Citizenship  Award (Term 4 - Wk 3) 

Hema Clarke-Cooper (14)  Stevie-Leigh Griffin (14) 

Ricco Bidois (7)   Taumanu Fraser (7) 

Daniella Atkins (10)  Jorja Huffam (10) 

Regan Henare (5)   Blayd Collier (5) 

Nikita Tereroa (3)   Taylor Lidgett (3) 

Mia Herewini (6)   

Academic Award (Term 4 - Wk 4) 

Taylor Lidgett (3)   Luckyie Shaw (3) 

Tamahou Keegan (8)  Jystis Hiraka (8) 

Ioselani Gaualofa (6)  Anahera McMahon (6) 

Citizenship  Award (Term 4 - Wk 4) 

Sheryl Wairama-Whitu (8) Noah Beckham (8) 

Bailey Holmes-Bell (3)  Kiwa Taitumu (3)  

Kenneth Ingram (6)  Jack May (6)  

our new Student/s to the Kaitao Whanau 

Aroha Te Kani 

 

Excellence Club 

Damien Bright 

 

Principal’s Club 

Manuae Mauroa 

 

Well Done 



Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whanau, 
 
Kapahaka - This week as I write my panui I am sitting in the wharekai at Mokai Marae mesmerised by our Kapahaka 
Roopu as they practice. I have been fortunate to attend both of the trips away with these amazing rangatahi. This weekend 
they will compete in the Te Arawa primary schools regional competition. I wish them well after all the hard work they have 
put into learning complex waiata, haka, and poi. The hours of practice these students have dedicated have been inspiring. 
Huge thanks to everyone who made it possible for these students to be part of such an enormously prestigious event. 
 
Relationship Management - As Deputy Principal one of my roles is dealing with disagreements between students and 
restoring relationships between them. Children are still learning how to manage relationships at this age and often need 
support to be able to fix incidents between them. Often what I deal with is minor, however in the eyes of the adolescent 
can seem major. Encourage your child to seek help from a teacher early. Know that we take these things seriously and that 
we will listen to all sides. Trust that we have experience in dealing with students and the issues they encounter. Let us 
know if your child does have the courage to do so themselves. 
 
Fun Run -  Well done to everyone for their efforts for the fun run and huge thanks to Whaea Nat for your organisation. I 
know there were a number of teachers and staff helping in the background who also deserve thanks and 
acknowledgement. 
The highlight of the day for me was the opportunity to dress up all in yellow and ride that bright yellow bike and keep 
students motivated. Who else gets paid to do crazy stuff like that! 
 
Classroom placement for 2019 - I have been out and about collecting information for our new students coming into Kaitao 
Intermediate for 2019. By finding out about each student individually I can make a judgement about the best placement for 
them with peers and their teacher. With our growing roll there will be some classroom movements in 2019 for our current 
students. These cannot be confirmed until the beginning of the new school year once we know the exact number of 
students we have enrolled. I do endeavour to make the best placement for your child that I can. If there is anything you 
wish for me to consider please leave a message for me at the office. 
 
Kahui Ako Update - This term our Kahui Ako held our launch wananga and shared the information and data we have 
gathered for moving forward as a group of 12 schools. Ngati Whakaue and Ngati Rangiwewehi presented at the launch to 
share their aspirations for iwi in education. It was important and exciting for 225 teachers from our 12 schools to be 
present together discussing and sharing how we all see the future of education for our students from early childhood 
through to the end of their secondary school education and how we can achieve this together. 
 
My specific portfolio within this Kahui Ako is Hauora. We are working on gathering information in each school using a 
database which collates the information in a way which DHB and MOE understand and can use to provide additional 
supports for this group of schools, that individual schools might not have access to otherwise. This is an important step 
forward in meeting the needs of our children to help them achieve success. 
 
One of the things I found in my own work when working within these schools is that students find transitions between 
schools difficult. In order to address this I have developed a social story for coming to Kaitao Intermediate. There are hard 
copies in all our contributing schools as well a power point version for teachers to use with their Year 6 students. This has 
also now been translated into Te Reo Maori with the assistance of Te Taumata o Ngati Whakaue. If you think your child 
needs this assurance to transition to intermediate feel free to ask at your school or get in touch with me directly. 
 
Over the past few weeks I have also had the opportunity to present my Stress Management and Wellbeing Workshop 
within three schools, for staff. This workshop can be made presented to other organisations if you are interested. It is a 
personal story with practical solutions for managing your own hauora. 
 
Getting to the end of the Year - As we near the end of the year, our Year 8's in particular start to get a bit niggly. Some of 
this is nerves, some of it is feeling they have outgrown intermediate. Whatever they are going through we should listen, try 
and understand and attempt to meet their emotional needs in the best way possible. 
 
Until next time, Have a great week! 
 
- Debbie Holmes 





Big Prize to be won in our Term 4 Rotorua Holiday Package Draw 

In Term 4 every child’s Pita Pit lunch will receive one entry in the draw to win our School Holiday Package Prize. 

This draw is for the schools in the Pita Pit Rotorua School Lunch Programme only. There will be only be one 

winner so the more times you order lunch the more chances your child has of winning this awesome prize. 

The prize is: 

 A brand-new child’s bike to the value of $500.00. 

 A VIP Package from Ogo Rotorua which includes 4 rides, an Ogo Tee Shirt and Photos valued at $160.00. 

 A Family Share 10 Activity Pass from Velocity Valley valued at $249.00 

 2 X Family Passes from Polynesian Spa valued at $132.00 

 10 X Reading Cinema Movie Passes valued at $100.00 

 Pita Pit Vouchers to the Value of $100.00 

 A Pita Pit Touch Rugby Ball 

One lucky child in Rotorua is going to have an amazing School Holiday. 

There will only be one winner drawn from all schools and the draw will be made by Lunchonline. Only orders 

made through the Lunchonline ordering platform are valid. All orders made between the start of Term 4 up until 

and including Friday 14th of December 2018 will be eligible. The draw will be made on Monday 17th of 

December 2018, and the winner will be contacted by Pita Pit Rotorua. We will also notify all schools and post to 

our Facebook page www.facebook.com/pitapitrotorua 

During this Term Pita Pit Rotorua will be donating 10 cents from every school lunch order made through 

Lunchonline to Kiwi Can. Kiwi Can is a values and life skills programme delivered to primary and intermediate 

aged students. Kiwi Can came to Rotorua for the first time in 2018 and is currently received by 550 students in 

the Rotorua community across 3 schools. Kiwi Can is helping to build self-belief by sharing the message of the 

Graeme Dingle Foundation, that what young people have inside them is greater than any obstacle they will face. 

To order your child’s lunch simply head to www.lunchonline.co.nz and they will go into the draw. 






