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Your Fortnightly News Update 

We are now looking for advertisers for this year’s newsletters. 

Advertisement  spaces are available on the back page of our newsletter which 

goes out  fortnightly to all our students whanau via hard copy and e-mail. 

Advertising space is 9cm x 6cm. 

The cost is only $25 per term per space so contact us today to secure your 

space. 

Contact Karen on  

348 3687 ext. 705 or  

Email; bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Website - This week our new revamped website www.kaitao.school.nz went live. We hope 

you like the new format and content. 

Prospectus - Our 2019 Prospectus will be published and you are more than welcome to 

collect a copy from the office or download it from our website. 

RBHS Production Footloose - Students who attended the Footloose production on Monday 

really enjoyed it. Congratulations to Rotorua Boys and Girls High Schools for putting together a 

great performance.  

Attendance - I will be sending out letters to parents of students who are either absent or late 

often from school. I know first-hand the problems that begin at intermediate are when students 

become habitually late or absent. If parents don’t insist on sending their children to school I will 

take strong legal action because of how much this affects the engagement with their education. 

Sport Rugby Sevens – Our girl’s and boy’s rugby teams competed in the 7’s tournament last 

Friday. The girl’s team took out 1st place and our boys’ team placed 5th. Well done to both 

teams. 

Kapahaka – We have groups of students practicing for their performance in Kapa Haka 

regionals. These students train to be disciplined, positive and synchronised. I have been really 

impressed with their dedication to their culture. A huge thanks to Whaea Frances, her sister 

Kaylor and Matua Richard for spending countless hours with these talented students. Kapahaka 

students will be visiting Hastings Intermediate on the 13th - 14th of September and the Regional 

Kapahaka will be held on the 17th November. 

http://www.kaitao.school.nz


Dear Parents, Caregivers and Whanau, 
 
It is unbelievable that we are half way through this term already! There are so many things happening 
with sports, school visits, in school speakers and trips. Thank you for keeping up with the fast pace and 
helping us to give students lots of opportunities to learn in different ways. 
 
Puberty - Thank you to those parents who attended the evening session prior to the puberty talk to the 
school. The main message for parents was that keeping the communication lines open is essential to 
raising adolescents. There are huge changes for children of this age, both in their bodies and the way 
they think. Talking to them and having them know they can talk to you is vital in maintaining boundaries 
for this next stage in their lives. 
 
Orientation visits - There are a number of visits and meetings for transition to secondary school for our 
Year 8 students. Please assist us with getting permission slips back promptly so that organisation runs 
smoothly. If you have not already made decisions about which secondary school your child will attend, I 
recommend visiting them to get your own feel for what fits your child best.  
 
Footloose - Students had the opportunity to attend Footloose earlier this week at Rotorua Boys High 
School. The students from RBHS and RGHS always put on a great show. I congratulate them on the 
energy and talent they showed for another delightful performance.  
 
Kahui Ako - My work with the CoL has seen me spend several days at Western Heights High School 
observing in classrooms, working alongside teachers from all 12 of our schools and developing a staff 
newsletter for ides around student, staff and whanau wellbeing. This work is exciting and is working 
towards us having really robust pathways from early childhood through to the end of secondary school, 
which will benefit all our tamariki and rangatahi in their educational journey. 
 
Principal and Deputy Principal Appraisal - Tony Pope has been appointed by the Board of Trustees to 
complete both mine and Phil's appraisal for 2018. I had the pleasure of meeting with Tony this week to 
share evidence towards my professional goals. On his next visit he will gather information from students 
and staff in order to triangulate this with the evidence I have provided. I would love to be able to add 
more parent voice to my evidence. If you have anything you would like to offer about my practice as 
deputy principal of this school, please feel free to email it directly to me or if you prefer to remain 
anonymous, to the office is fine as well.  
 
Breakfast Club - Alongside the lunches I have been making, Whaea Te Arohanui will be starting 
breakfast club on a Tuesday and Thursday morning. Students will be expected to serve and clean up 
after themselves, the same as they would at home. This is a good opportunity for students to show 
some leadership, learn good social skills and ensure they have set themselves up for the day with a 
healthy kai. We thank our sponsors for providing the weetbix and milk for this to be possible and Whaea 
Te Arohanui for being generous with her time.  
 
Have a great week everyone! 
 
Naku noa atu 
Debbie Holmes 



CONGRATULATIONS 

THE FOLLOWING STUDENT/S HAVE ACHIEVED: 

Bronze 

Hema Clarke 

Zane Marsters 

Breana McRoy 

Darcie Rakels 

Ani Te Kani 

Bayleigh Pari 

 

Silver 

Rongopaimarie Taylor-White 

Saphire Kapa 

Olivia Boulcott 

Peter Herniman 

Maea Mataiti 

Kiwa Taitumu 

Blayd Collier  

The Following Students Have Achieved  

Academic Award (Term 3 - Wk 3) 

TeRauoriwa Hokianga (8) Noah Beckham (8) 

Whitirarunga Te Hou (4) Dallace Forster (4) 

Peter Herniman (3)  Benji Parker (3) 

Whitimai Witoko-Clair (7) Olivia Sutton (7) 

Luka Konui (10)  Zachery Doogan (10) 

Israel Reihana (11)  

Citizenship  Award (Term 3 - Wk 3) 

Jaysharna Haynes (8) Rangiteaorere Ohlson (8) 

Hayley Warren (4)  C’Hara Marsden (4) 

Riria Mihinu (3)  Luci Brown (3) 

Kalais Davis (7)  Wylie Cavanagh (7) 

Laura Williams (10)  Telihiana Fonua (10) 

Trevor Poumako (11) 

Academic Award (Term 3 - Wk 4) 

Connor Mann (1)  Will Skipper (1) 

Mia Stunton (6)  Ioselani Gaualofa (6) 

Kori Tauafao-Anae (7) Michael Hutchins (7) 

Maea Mataiti (3)  Peter Herniman (3) 

Shyaelle Te Aonui (4) Titan Wiringi (4) 

Jordyn Anso (4)   

Citizenship  Award (Term 3 - Wk 4) 

Luca Muggleton (4)  Josh Holland (4) 

Jelcynose Sellisin (6)  Celia Nauer (6) 

Aquaysia Larson (1)  Phoenix Duff (1) 

Luckyie Shaw (3)  Riria Mihinui (3) 

Darcie Rakels (7) 

our new Student/s to the Kaitao Whanau 

Keesha Harris 

Ruka Tahuri-Martin 

term 3 

24 August 
BOP/Pov Bay Rugby 7’s 

WHHS Liaison Visit—Parents Welcome 

28 August RBHS Leadership Day 

29 August RGHS Open Day 

30 August RBHS Open Day 

2 September Fathers Day 

5 September WHHS Enrolment Day 

10-14 Sep NZ AIMS 

11-12 Sep Parent Teacher Interviews 

26 September Yr 8 HPV 2 Immunisation 

28 September Last Day of Term 3 



Room 10 Writing continued... 
 

Mount Tarawera 

 
As the final day approached 10th of June 1886 it started at 2am. 

The first stream of lava flowed out and people thought it was 

some kind of light show. But that wasn’t the case reaching a 

closer destination it was realized that this wasn't what they 

thought. Boulders of very thick hard stone boiled and bolted 

across the island hitting their lushes island causing their 

houses crops and families tremendous damage. Then with the 

smallest touch of water a boiling scensacin flew into the clouds 

with an impact of eleven mud started to drizzle down. 

 
Many disasters took place that day, there was never a exact 

amount known but an estimate of 150 lives were taken. As flame 

and rock devoured the land some were able to flee others 

suffocated in the mud. People lost their families plus their 

children and the only one whare that survived was the golden eye. 
It is 2018 and it has been over 132 years since this disaster 

happened. The lake has risen tremendously since the eruption. The 

volcano is dormant. Now it is a great tourist attraction with an 

awesome cafe on the shore of the lake front. There is some great 

swimming opportunities and the fishing is tremendous plus there 

is a beautiful view night and day of the stars resting 

comfortably over the perfectly placed volcano. Sunrise or sunset 

it’s perfect for a day or night out. This is history and in some 

ways a legacy for Maori and people of Rotorua.  

It is 2018 and it has been over 132 years since this disaster 

happened. The lake has risen tremendously since the eruption. The 

volcano is dormant. Now it is a great tourist attraction with an 

awesome cafe on the shore of the lake front. There is some great 

swimming opportunities and the fishing is tremendous plus there 

is a beautiful view night and day of the stars resting 

comfortably over the perfectly placed volcano. Sunrise or sunset 

it’s perfect for a day or night out. This is history and in some 

ways a legacy for Maori and people of Rotorua.  



Our Inquiry: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This piece of work displays the village of Te Wairoa and Tarawera 

and its companions, Ruawahia and the small wahanga, these are the 

mountains overlooking lake Tarawera. With the mysterious bush 

land behind the maunga. At first we started with the main 

mountain,tarawera with all the mountain made from clay it was 

easy to paint, we started on a A3 paper then it was transported 

to a huge bit of polo string and that’s where it stayed. When we 

finished the main sculpture we added all the details like the 

Rotomahana hotel and Hinemihi sand and rocks and other village 

houses. Then are group decided that the dark green volcano was to 

dark so we recoated it with a lighter shade. The lake we had blue 

and white so we had an idea to make the lake have a bit of white 

water. Then we stepped back and all said were done. 



Bikes and Scooters 

If you child is riding a bike or 

scooter to school they MUST wear 

a helmet.   

This is a Health and 

Safety matter and we 

would appreciate 

your support. 

Have you moved 

or changed your 

contact details? 

Then we need to 

know. 

Please contact 

the school today 

to update your 

details. 

 

Te Maru o Ngongotaha whanau community survey 2018 
Kia ora tātou, 

As part of their ongoing work, the leadership team in the school is interested in 
understanding more about your perceptions of your child's/children's experiences in the 

school. This survey is an opportunity for them to find out about your perceptions and 
views. The survey should only take about 10 minutes to complete. Your participation in 

this survey is voluntary and your responses are anonymous. The responses will be collated 
and used to provide evidence to inform decision making about next steps with regard to 

professional development in your school. 
Thank you for your participation. 

Please go to https://tinyurl.com/Kaitao-whanau-2018  to complete the survey 

Once you have completed the survey fill in the return slip below and send it back to the 

school office.  The first three people that return their slips will receive 2 tickets in our 
raffle.  

https://tinyurl.com/Kaitao-whanau-2018



