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Your Fortnightly News Update 

On Thursday night we held the school Whakanuia. We were really delighted at the huge numbers of 
parents and whanau who attended and who supported the students so well. It is not the final 
performance that is the most important but the collaboration and shared learning between teachers and 
students that is the most important. It may not seem significant for an intermediate age child to be on 
the stage and perform but research tells us that indeed even having the confidence to get up on the stage 
in front of an audience and have a go at something can be very daunting for the emerging adolescent. We 
are very proud of the fact that most of students were able to reach that level of confidence. 
 
Reporting to parents. Our teachers are currently busy writing reports to show progress over time for 
your children and will also be describing next steps for learning, which you should discuss with your child 
about. This year, the reports will also put attendance details and a comment from the teacher  which 
denotes the extent of attendance and how this affects your child’s progress. Please do not take offence at 
this; we are obliged to report these attendances to the Board of Trustees and our target this year is to 
increase attendance by 2%. Recently, for example, we noted that students who are performing well in 
maths almost without exception also had high attendance. Every day a child misses any school, they miss 
important learning. 
 
While I am talking about non-attendance please can you think carefully about collecting children early in 
the day, including and especially on Friday afternoons. This is the time we hold our celebration assembly, 
and while this may not seem like important learning, it is the time we acknowledge the positives that 
have occurred throughout the week. It is important that students receive this acknowledgement to 
ensure they continue to strive hard at school. Being late and being collected early affects your child’s 
attendance, the class attendance for the week and your child’s learning. 
 
Next Tuesday, 3rd July, at 5.00pm in the hall will be a meeting for all parents who have expressed an 
interest in being a homestay parent for incoming students in term 3 from China, and Korea. These 
meetings are really important. It is quite a commitment and there are a number of cultural matters to 
discuss and describe, especially around health safety and general welfare while they are in yours and the 
schools care. 
 
One of our contributing schools loses a long standing principal Catherine Naera, who leaves Ngongotaha 
school at the end of the term to take up a position at the Ministry of Education. Catherine has been a 
wonderful principal at Ngongotaha and also has been a great friend of Kaitao Intermediate over the 
years. We wish her well in her new position.   
 
We are nearing the end of the term. Learning does not stop until 3pm Friday the 6th July. School begins 
again for Term 3 on the 23rd July. Have a safe and happy term break with your children. 

Phil Palfrey : Principal 



CONGRATULATIONS 
The Following Student/s Have Achieved: 

Bronze 

Marama Pehi 

Rylee Hollamby 

Jarrod Murray 

Pounamu Pene-Matthews 

Cullen Hunia 

Jemaine Smith 

Matthew Grant 

Peter Herniman 

Kiwa Taitumu 

 

Silver 

Israel Reihana 

Ryder Aramakutu-Horne 

Logan Brake 

Jack May 

 

Gold 

Kenneth Ingram 

The Following Students Have Achieved  

Academic Award (Term 2 - Wk 7) 

Noah Thompson (11) S Sunee Boyce (11) 

Regan Henare (5)  McCarthy Stratford (5) 

Ihaka Cairns (6)   Daytarna Pethybridge (6) 

Leilani Lorigan (14)  Huhana Keepa (14) 

Phoenix Duff (1)   Tulsi Goswami (1) 

Bailey Holmes-Bell (3)  Kianna May (3) 

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 2 - Wk 7) 

Israel Reihana (11)  Vadim Horo (11) 

Jimi Clarke-Werahiko (5) Damien Tangiwai (5) 

Karam Mohamed (6)  Maia-Jane Bennett (6) 

Deon Hawe (14)   Jack Swears (14) 

Aquaysia Larson (1)  Phoebe Nicol (1) 

Bayleigh Pari (3)   Luckyie Shaw (3) 

 

Academic Award (Term 2 - Wk 8) 

Te Aniwaniwa Gillespie (3) Bayleigh Pari (3) 

Kenneth Ingram (6)  Ihaka Cairns (6) 

Teremoana Taia (11)  

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 2 - Wk 8) 

Bailey Holmes-Bell (3)  Coen Stockley-Hill (3) 

Rylee Tissink (6)   Maia-Jane Bennett (6) 

Teremoana Taia (11) 

our new Student/s to the Kaitao Whanau 

Nitrous Puhipuhi 

Term 2 

29 June 
BOP/Pov Bay Mixed Hockey 

Reports Go Home 

6 July Last Day of Term 2 

23 July Term 1 Begins 

Have you moved 

or changed your 

contact details? 

Then we need to 

know. 

Please contact 

the school today 

to update your 

details. 



Dear Parents / Caregivers and Whanau, 

As we head into the end of the term it an important time to look back and reflect on where we have 

come from so far this year. 

You will receive your child's report next week. This is also a really important time to reflect. 

Reporting should show the progress that is made over time and should also take into consideration 

what else was going on at the time. Once that reflection has taken place it is is important to think 

forward about what changes need to be made to make further improvements. 

Even as adults we have periods of time where things work better than others and have to take time 

to reflect on the things we could change to make ourselves perform better. For myself, in order to 

manage a busy job and study, I know I need to have adequate sleep, be organised with food, eat 

well and exercise regularly to perform at my best at work. Reflect on and plan for the small things 

that you can do as a family to ensure that school weeks set your child up for success. For example:  

getting school bags ready the night before 

having regular family time  

setting uniforms out  

having routines around washing uniforms and organising sports gear 

having a set no-screen time each day 

It seems like the recipe for success is too simple. But actually sleep, food and exercise are the key! 

We look forward to the remaining days of the term and wish you all a safe and happy Term Break. 

See you in Term 3! 

Strep Throat 

Strep throat is a bacterial infection of the throat and is common in school aged children and teens. If not treat-

ed with proper medicine the infection has serious complications. Symptoms of strep throat are severe sore 

throat, fever, headache, swollen tonsils and glands in the neck, and a stomach ache. It is spread when a person 

coughs or sneezes droplets into the air and another person inhales them. It can be prevented by washing your 

hands, using tissues to catch coughs and sneezes, or coughing in your elbow or sleeve if no tissues are availa-

ble. Contact your doctor if you think your child has strep throat.  

Please do not send your child to school while they have Strep Throat. 



 

 

 

PITA P
Your   children   can   now   enjoy a healthy,   affordable,   nutritious   and   delicious   meal at school.   

Ordering online is easy, just go to www.lunchonline.co.nz, register and you are ready to go. 

Pita Pit is available every Wednesday and Friday and will be delivered to the school for your child to pick up from 
the office. 

 

The Menu  

Pitas come in a choice of wholemeal, plain or gluten free bread.  The options for the main fillings are:  

Cheeky Chicken; Chicken Breast 98% fat free (approximately 50 grams).  

Brave Beef; Roast Beef (approximately 96 grams).  

Happy Ham; Ham (approximately 56 grams).  

Falafel (approximately 42 grams).  

Very Vegemite; Vegemite liberally spread on the Pita Bread.  

Marmite Mania; Marmite liberally spread on the Pita Bread.  

Tuna; (approximately 50 grams).  

Super Vege; the vegetarian option.  

All Pitas include the main filling and lettuce, plus an additional 3 salads from cucumber, tomato, carrot, sweet 
corn, green capsicum, red onion, mushroom, gherkins, pineapple, beetroot, olives and jalapenos.  Cheddar 
Cheese is included in the price, if the child wishes to have it.  They also have the choice of one sauce from Lite
Mayo,BBQ, Ketchup, Aioli, Honey Mustard or Ketchup. 

Pita Pit can also provide a range of Pita Pit smoothies, Cookies, Brownies, Charlies Juice and Water.  

 New Zealand Native Bird, Rm 6 

 
The Saddleback belongs to new Zealand's unique wattle bird family. 

They have no bones.  They medium sized animals.  Their feathers are chocolate 
brown. 

They live in the North Island.  Mostly found in the southern part of the North.  
They are native to New Zealand and can be found in trees. 

They eat fruit from native trees and they also eat bugs, insects as 
well as invertebrates. 

They are becoming extinct. Approximately 7,000 Tieke on other 
Island and mainland sanctuaries throughout the country. 

http://www.lunchonline.co.nz


Pipping Hot Nachos 

…Then the night came.  We were selling fast. 

We nearly ran out of plates! 

Our shop was packed with huge wolves and lions, 

chewing at the tables. 

Tamaiti Jolley R5 

 

Practise, Practise, Practise. 

The dancing and prancing was hard to do. 

Well it was hard for me. 

The most difficult actions to learn 

were for Aotearoa. 

At the start of the term 

we all did the throwing 

but in the final cut,  

not everyone threw the rakau. 

Lukas Livingstone R5 

 

Practicing for Excellence 

When practicing for the big show… 

not knowing if I’ll go on stage or not. 

Every second gave me goose bumps. 

It makes me scared thinking about 

how big the crowd will be. 

Scared if I’ll be the only one 

performing and knowing my friends 

might not be there. 

Damien Tangiwai R5 

 

 

 

 

Playing C – F – G 

“How do you do it? 

I just, just, just can’t do it!!!” 

“It’s like this – there, there, and there.” 

“OK, now let’s do it. C – F – G.” 

“OK, but wait.  I forgot G. 

Are you kidding me?” 

Aaargh! 

James Young R5 

 

Showtime 

Nerves shiver down my spine  

as Mr Palfry calls our names. 

“Summer!  Blayd!” 

I stand up and wave my hands up and down. 

I weirdly walk up to the stage. 

The class line up. 

We are a wall guarding the stage. 

Blayd Collier R5 

 

Dance – Dance – Dance 

“Wow!” I said when I saw these girls carving up  

the dance for one of our awesome whakanuia songs 

(Wairua). 

It had all of these cool hand gestures.  

I try to do these moves but when I try, 

it just looks like a muddled up mess.  

“Ugh!” 

Briella Gaia  R5 

 



We can do this! 

During the few weeks leading into the show, 

Briella, Te Aranui, Whaea Taki and I  

learnt how to play Tiaho mai ra 

on the Mahalo Ukulele. 

As I stealthily strummed the superb ukulele 

I felt a rhythmic aura surround me. 

Billy Haring R5 

 

 

Kaitao: Let’s do it 

“Yesss, finally Whakanuia,” I shouted in my mind. 

Practice is finished.  This is the real deal! 

My heart pounds with joy, 

wondering how the audience will react 

when we dance. 

Will they think we are no good 

OR will they think we are onto it? 

No one knows. 

 Deanie Boy Takarua  R5  

Sushi Gallery 

Kebab Kitchen 

Springs Bakery 

(Old Quarry Rd Shopping Center) 

 

Ngongotaha Laundromat 

NZ Pizza 

The Village Shop 

Ngongotaha Ocean Sea Foods 

(Ngongotaha Shopping Center) 

 

Western Heights Four Square 

Golden Quality Bakery 

(Brookland Shopping Center) 

 

Edmund Rd Four Square 

(Edmund Rd Shopping Center) 



Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 

Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 


