
Kaitao Intermediate School  
Te Kura Takawaenga o Kaitao Rotohokahoka   

Bell Road 

P O Box 8003 

Western Heights 

Rotorua 3015 

Principal: 

Mr Phil Palfrey QSM 

principal@kaitao.school.nz 

Phone:  07 348 3687 

Fax:  07 347 1740 

Email:  office@kaitao.school.nz 

www.kaitao.school.nz 



Your Fortnightly News Update 

Dear Parents, 

We have had three different groups visiting us from China. The first group arrived on Sunday from our sister 

school Honygutan Middle School, in NunChung. With over 2000 students there were only 10 students who were 

chosen to attend, along with their Principal Mr Feng, and Deputy Principal Mr He. 

The next group of 7 students came from Beijing and were accompanied by a friend of one of our parents whose 

child attends our school. 

Our other smaller group of two students are here for five days from the Farmhouse which continues to send us 

students from either Taiwan  or China each year. 

We were delighted to hear that these students enjoyed their time here at Kaitao Intermediate. These students 

were amazing as were our Kaitao students who were ready to lend a hand and supported them really well. They 

were pleased to see our students working really hard in their lessons. 

I would like to acknowledge all of our wonderful teachers, senior staff and admin staff who gave up their time 

and energy to support our school efforts to host these International Students. The cultural exchanges and the 

potential revenue it will provide for the school is very significant for our school. 

Lunch Spreads - Thank you to the teachers who donated spreads for the sandwiches that I prepare for students 

at lunchtimes. These donations help me to keep this going and make sure any children who have not made their 

lunch can continue to learn during the day. I currently make between 60 and 80 sandwiches per day.  

Contacting Teachers - Please be aware that if teachers have shared phone numbers for you to be able to text 

and discuss information about your child, that you do this at a reasonable hour. A good guide is to make sure 

that this is between 7.30am and 6.30pm. Individual teachers have different boundaries for this contact. It is 

helpful to find out from your child's teacher what suits them and is least disruptive to their own whanau time.  

I personally actively discourage teachers from sharing their personal contact details. However, I know that our 

devoted teachers do not follow my advice. I ask that you stop to consider that teachers need down time from a 

very busy job, to be able to be fresh and ready to give each day their best.  

Puberty Information Evening - A recent notice was sent home with regard to a Puberty Information Evening for 

parents. It is really important that you attend to ensure you know what students are learning about in regards 

to this sensitive area of learning. Puberty is a tricky time which can be embarrassing and awkward for children 

and their parents. Being armed with good information and strategies for tackling the tricky stuff makes it easier 

for us all. Many of us know from our own experiences growing up that the information will be provided from 

somewhere, and that it is best that accurate information is what children receive. 



Student sessions will follow, both in class and with presenters from Attitude. An opt out form was attached to 

the information that recently came home to you, in case this does not suit your family and your beliefs. Please 

also ensure that we are made aware of any circumstances that could affect the wellbeing of your child. 

Social Media - Many parents are being very vigilant in monitoring use of social media. It has come to our 

attention recently that some students have multiple accounts in a variety of names. This is something to be 

mindful of. Open communication about the pitfalls of social media help your child to stay safe.  

Academic Discussions / Student Led Conferences - Thank to all of you who came to the conferences last week. It 

was wonderful listening to teachers describe the interactions and the new goals set for individual students. Use 

these interactions to ensure that you stay in touch and keep up the communication between home and school to 

improve the learning outcomes for your child. Remember too that your child's teacher should be your first point 

of contact if you have any concerns. 

Sister School Visit - Phil has been very busy hosting staff and students from our Sister School in Nanchang. Our 

students are really enjoying their  interactions in the classroom and finding out more about learning in Chinese 

Schools. We have encouraged staff to participate in class activities and it has been so nice to see them having fun 

with students. The relationship being built bodes well for our reciprocal visit for a group of our students to China 

next year. 

Teacher Strike - Please support teachers next week as we close the school and go on strike. This action has not 

been taken lightly. The main reason for the strike is to ensure that we ensure ongoing training and availability of 

teachers. There is a real risk of a teacher shortage crisis in the near future under current conditions. Teacher 

shortages will affect our ability to provide quality education. 

Transition to Secondary School for Year 8 Students - There are a large number of up and coming dates for 

transition visits, information and orientation for Western Heights High School, Rotorua Boys High School and 

Rotorua Girls High School. Please ensure that permission slips for these visits are returned promptly. It is a 

complicated task to coordinate all of these visits alongside the secondary schools and all the contributing 

schools. We have had some last minute date changes, and will continue to update you of any further alterations. 

Once you have made your decision as to which school your child will be attending please ensure that you let us 

know and compete the enrolment for your child. We can only pass on information to the school once they have 

received your enrolment. Sharing information makes the transition much smoother for students and ensures 

they get the best class placement for them.  

We have excellent relationships with all the schools we contribute to and can assist in ensuring the best for your 

child's education moving forward.   



Term 3 
14 August CBOP Rugby 7’s 

21 August WHHS Orientation Day 

22 August RBHS Footloose Production $2 

24 August 
BOP/Pov Bay Rugby 7’s 

WHHS Liaison Visit—Parents Welcome 

29 August RGHS Open Day 

2 September Fathers Day 

5 September WHHS Enrolment Day 

10-14 Sep NZ AIMS 

11-12 Sep Parent Teacher Interviews 

26 September Yr 8 HPV 2 Immunisation 

28 September Last Day of Term 3 

CONGRATULATIONS 

The Following Student/s Have Achieved: 

Bronze 

Luckyie Shaw 
Taylor Lidgett 

Whitimai Witoko-Clair 
Olivia Sutton 

Lucian Stockley-Hill 
Te Kowhai Weko 
Tukorero Taylor 

Jystis Hiraka-Rakatau 
Benji Parker 

Te Aniwaniwa Gillespie 
Riria Mihinu 

Sonjah Matthews 

Silver 

Daniella Atkins 

Luka Konui 

Ellaye Hammond 

Tipene Herewini 

Kianna May 

The Following Students Have Achieved  

Academic Award (Term 3 - Wk 1) 

Daphne Tamihana (8)  Tukorere Taylor (8) 

Peter Herniman (3)  Poppy Langdon (3) 

Billy Harting (5)   James Young (5) 

Leilani Seibouma (6)  Noah Bunick (6) 

Seathin Taylor (10)  Pheonix Hunia (10) 

Citizenship  Award (Term 3 - Wk 1) 

Paris Pihema (8)                      Rangiteaorere Ohlson (8) 

Riria Mihinu (3)   Jemaine Smith (3) 

Shimon Wiringi (5)  Josie Hayden (5) 

Phoenix Prier (6)             Trace Moulder (6) 

Telihiana Fonua (10)  Logan Brake (10) 

Xylo Iraia (10)   Michael Hutchins (7) 

Titan Wiringi (4)              Tukorere Taylor (8) 

Dallas Nepia (8)   Te kakahi Hemara (8) 

Hayden Takatau (8)  Apanui Ngaheu (8) 

Ihaka Cairns (6) 

Academic Award (Term 3 - Wk 2) 

Matthew Grant (3)  Poppy Langdon (3) 

Zealand Grant (8)  Piarimu Mahara(8) 

Mia Staunton (6)   Rylee Tissink (6) 

Darcie Rakels (7)   

Citizenship  Award (Term 3 - Wk 2) 

Leilani Jolley (3)            Te Aniwaniwa Gillespie (3) 

Jystis Hikaka-Rakatau (8) Rangipawa Hill (8) 

Noah Bunick (6)   Reegan Edwards (6) 

Kori Tauafao-Anal  Ani Te Kani (7) 

our new Student/s to the Kaitao Whanau 

Celia Nauer 

Kalais Davis 



Carpark Safety 

If you are driving through the car park 

can you please ensure you are driving at 

the required speed of 5km.   

If you are dropping students off please do not use 

the bus bay or teachers carpark. 

Please drop students off either at the Bell Road 

entrance or in the first part of the car park. 

While we talk to students about safety in the car 

park it is always important to keep an eye out for 

them. 

Bikes and Scooters 

If you child is riding a bike or scooter to 

school they MUST wear a helmet.   

This is a Health and 

Safety matter and we 

would appreciate your 

support. 

To see all our Policies and Procedures  

log into SchoolDocs 
 

www.schooldocs.co.nz 

Teacher/Principal Strike - Wednesday 15th August 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
We regret to inform you that the Kaitao Intermediate School Board of Trustees cannot provide 
teaching for students during the upcoming strike. 
The NZEI has advised the Kaitao Intermediate School Board of Trustees that teachers at our 
school will be taking a full day’s strike action on Wednesday 15 August 2018. 
The Board has carefully considered the availability of teaching staff, and unfortunately decided 
that we can’t provide the normal teaching services during the strike. It is important that you 
make alternative arrangements for the care of your child/children on the day of the strike. The 
school will need to close during this strike. 
We know that this is inconvenient for parents and students alike, but please be assured that 
student safety is our main concern. Thank you for your understanding. 
Yours sincerely, 
Lucy Epapara - Chair Board of Trustees 

Kaitao Intermediate has 

secured 170 seats at RBHS 

School Production Footloose. 

Students wishing to attend 

need to pay $2 to the 

students foyer, and we will 

attend on the 20th August. 

First in first served, limited 

seats are available. 





 

“The awakening of Mount Tarawera” 

 
It was ten days before the devastating eruption many unexplainable warnings 

appeared, the first recorded was the sighting of the mysterious ,threatening 

and scaring ghost canoe. Another phenomenon was the destructive and devastat-

ing earthquakes and the unexplainable evaporation of lake rotomahana leaving 

the people of Tarawera shocked and confused. Then… on the 18th of june the 

glistening moonlight creeped cautiously into dawn, then awakening all 

the  poor souls that experienced the devastating eruption that fateful 

night.2am the ash and mud started to drown and suffocate the perishing souls 

of hundreds. 

 
Lake Tarawera   
Mount Tarawera was eight days away from admitting the chaotic blast that 

would stretch across the vast land. when all of a sudden daylight broke the 

lake had unexpectedly  evaporated leaving the citizens of Tarawera baffled, 

confused and frightened. That chilling morning not a single soul knew what 

happened before they perished at the foot of mount Tarawera. As the glisten-

ing sun persuaded the ash to leave the frigid sky. The freezing narrow 

strands of air came down and cleansed the  sparkling lake surface. As the 

mysterious lake water that was previously gone came back into existence, they 

didn’t understand how and they didn't get over it they wanted a further ex-

planation. 

 

The Earthquakes 

The grumbling and rapid shaking of the ground caused devastation throughout 

the village  and the vast hillside creating fear and destruction through the 

people of tarawera.The unpredictable earthquakes were only a minor sign of 

the catastrophic eruption of Tarawera. When it erupted the first sign was a 

earthquake urgently alerting hundreds to scurry out of their homes to see 

the chaotic catastrophe right before their eyes. The earthquakes were the 

source  of every omen or sign that occurred that fateful night. The magni-

tude of the earthquakes were at the maximum of 3.5….. To be continued... 




