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Your Fortnightly News Update 

Phil Palfrey : Principal 

China—I recently visited China.  The first 4 days were spent getting to know our sister school called – The 
Middle School Attached to Nanchang University Honggutan in a new part of Nanchang.  The school has 1600 
students ranging in age from 11 to 14.  They have 3 years there unlike New Zealand Intermediate schools that 
are 2 years duration.  I observed many interesting things there – that were 50 students in each class and they 
attend school from 8am in the morning and finishing at 5pm.  They then go home for a quick meal  and  do 2 to 
3 hours of study at night.  The chinese students work extremely hard.   

During the visit to Nanchang our sister school status was confirmed with an agreement including us taking 

approximately 8-10 students and 2-3 adults for their summer break which is in August this year.  There may 

also be 30 students from their school coming to our school for  a short time then travelling around other 

places in New Zealand.  Next year we have eight of our students with two staff accompanying heading to 

China.  This will mean Year 7 students will have to start thinking about fundraising for themselves to be on this 

trip.  Mr Eunson and I will start getting some things organised for this very shortly.  If your child is interested in 

this venture please email Karen Bedingfield at bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz as an expression of interest. 

The second part of my visit was to visit Xiamen and Beijing with 5 other Principals sponsored by the 
Confuscious Institute who also sponsor our MLA (Manderin Language Assistant) Caifei Hao.  During that time 
we travelled to Xiamen and visited the famous Island of Galangyu from there we flew to Beijing and visited the 
Olympic Arena, the Forbidden City, the Beijing Museum.  The highlight for me was The Great Wall of China 
which I have dreamed of visiting for many years.  It is over 5000 km’s long and it took approximately 2,000 
years to build.  My understanding is that the men in that area had two choices in life, one of which was to be a 
soldier, the other was to build the wall I am not sure which would have been worse in those days. 

I appreciated the time I had away and appreciated the learning.  I would also like to thank the Board of 
Trustees for giving me permission to undertake this visit and also to thank Debbie Holmes our Deputy Principal 
and our Senior Teachers and Teachers for doing a great job in the school while I was away. 

Gates - As some of you will have noticed there are new gates across the back entrance on Perepe Street as 
well as the main entrance on Bell Road.  While this may be inconvenient for some people we have had these 
built to further protect our students while they are at school and our property both during and after school 
hours.  Although the whole school perimeter is not yet fully fenced, we would expect that having the gates 
would send a clear signal that those people that are on the school grounds both during and after school hours 
without permission from the Principal will be told to leave immediately.  The internal fencing is currently being 
removed. 

The back gate will be open in the morning at 8am and closed at 9am, this means students will have to be on 
time for school or they will need to go right round to the main gates.  The main gates will be open from when 
the first teacher arrives at school and closed after school.   

Western Heights High School have advised their students in their school newsletter not the use our school as a 
thoroughfare any longer. 

 

mailto:bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz


Waharoa—We are looking forward to a Waharoa (the small meeting area with a roof in front of a Marae) 
being built at the front of the school so we can welcome parents onto our school marae more appropriately.  
Having a Waharoa will also give more protection to our students during the winter months and also in the hot 
summer as they leave the school at the front entrance. 

100% Attendance—At the end of the year there is a celebration event for all students who have achieved 
100% attendance.  Currently we have 48 students with 100% attendance for last term.  To be scrupulously fair 
to all students to achieve 100% attendance we cannot make any exceptions to having any time away from 
school for any reason whatsoever. 

Writing— As you all know we have been working very hard to improve our school’s achievement in writing.  
Here are some of the developments we have undertaken so far this year: 

 Every teacher has engaged in professional learning with Gaye Byers. 

 Each class has spent 9 weeks on personal recount writing in Term 1 and are now working on 
Information Reports.  

 Teachers are integrating Ngati Whakauetanga into their writing programmes in meaningful ways.  

 Specific marking of student books with levels given and precise next steps.  

 School wide system of teaching and marking.  

 Collaborative planning is taking place 

 Mentoring within staff is taking place 

 More students are engaging in writing and with this their levels are improving. Students WANT to 
write! 

 Through exposure to high quality texts, students own vocabulary is becoming more discerning and 
sophisticated 

 Grammar has improved throughout the school 

 Student work is displayed in all classrooms 

 Student work is published in newsletters 

 Testing has been carried out through writing samples and assessed according to Gaye's rubric (this 
has higher expectations than National Standards).  

 Classroom teachers have been observed teaching (by Gaye). Indepth feedback and feedforward has 
been given to further strengthen teaching and learning.  

 We have been visited by staff from Mamaku so they can see Gaye's programme in action.  

 



The Following Students Have Achieved  

Academic Award (Term 1 - Wk 10) 

Jorja Huffam (10)  Logan Brake (10) 

Maea Mataiti (3)  Nikita Tereroa (3) 

Danielle Findley-Vili (4) Luca Muggleton (4) 

Ryder Aramakutu (11) Aquaysia Larson (1) 

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 1 - Wk 10) 

Hema Clarke-Cooper (14) Tietie Beniamin (14) 

Noah Thomspon (11) Billy Harting (11) 

Anahera McMahon (6) Hine Rosanoski (6) 

Jarreau Harris (6)  Marley Wirihana (6) 

Poppy Langdon (3)  Benji Parker (3) 

Kyan Hawkins (1)  Jackson Daysh (10) 

 

Academic Award (Term 1 - Wk 11) 

Whitu Te Hou (4)  Jayme Ngatai (4) 

Pheonix Hunia (10)  Tulsi Goswami (1) 

Poppy Langdon (3)  Kokiri Keepa (3) 

Ioselani Gaualofa (6)  Anahera McMahon (6) 

Rylee Tissink (6)  Daytarna Pethybridge (6) 

Jarrel Murray (11)  Regan Brown (11) 

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 1 - Wk 11) 

Jack Swears (14)  Deon Hawe (14) 

Will Skipper (1)   Leah Phillips (1) 

Kokiri Keepa (3)  Benji Parker (3) 

Reegan Edwards (6)  Jarreau Harris (6) 

Maia Bennett (6)  Trace Moulder (6) 

Boss Walters (11)  Marama Pehi (11) 

Isaac Hyde (10) 

our new Student/s to the Kaitao Whanau 

Maikara Challans 

Te Onira Graham-McRae 

Cherokee Swain 

Term 2 

9 May  Vision Screening Catch Up 

14 May Students Leaders Trip to Hamilton 

18 May BOP/Pov Bay Indoor Bowls 

23 May Yr 7 Boostrix Immunisation 

28 May School Photo’s 

1 June CBOP Basketball 

7 June Kaitao Football Tournament 

14 June Mini Marathon 

29 June 
BOP/Pov Bay Mixed Hockey 

Reports Go Home 

6 July Last Day of Term 2 

Is your Child Absent From 

School? 

If your child is going to be absent from 

school please either: 

 Phone the school office and press 

1 to leave a message 

 Email us via our school app 

 Our email us at 

absences@kaitao.school.nz 



Dear Parents / Caregivers and Whanau, 

Welcome back to term 2. You will have seen some of the changes that have happened physically over the holidays to im-

prove our school environment and keep our tamariki safe. The fencing looks great and will mean that there are a lot more 

options for activities and improving gardens etc. around the school. I also signed off over the holidays for the removal of 

some of our older classrooms. This is great news for the improvement of the school and the classroom environments stu-

dents will be working in, in the near future. 

I was fortunate to be given the opportunity to attend a Maori Leaders in Education course over the holiday break. This 

course included Maori educators from across the country and looked at further improving outcomes for our Maori stu-

dents. It was great to have an indepth look at documents such as Ka Hikitia and Tataiako and discuss these with other 

teachers from Kura, Rumaki and bi-lingual settings. I have now have plans to work on further developing our Maori Educa-

tion Plan. 

Staff also had a great day out learning the history and some of our local stories on the haerenga around the lake visiting 

some of our prominent landmarks. Many teachers have planned smaller trips of their own to develop the learning in the 

classroom during this term. 

I will attend the first of the Community of Learning Meetings this week as part of my new position within the CoL. This role 

will require me to be out of the school up to 2 days per week as I work across the schools in meeting our achievement chal-

lenges. It is most likely these days will be Thursday and Friday, so our Team leaders Whaea Frances and Whaea Tayla will 

be available alongside Mr. E for any assistance you may need. Feel free to make an appointment to see me on the days I 

am in school, through the front office. Both Kelsey and Mrs Broad can book appointments for you to see me. 

Mr Palfrey and I have continued with our Mindlab studies, although with Mr Palfrey being away I am a little bit further 

ahead. One of the reasons for this is that in China there is no access to Google. They also have no access to facebook. 

When I think about how much of my time is taken up with dealing with social media issues for our students, I think they 

are definitely onto something! 

I have also been training to walk the Rotorua Marathon this weekend. After my spinal surgery last year I vowed that if I 

could still walk, then I would make the most of it! During some of those long training walks I have had plenty of time to be 

in the moment and reflect. One of the things I have been thinking about in terms of our school values, is whether it is resili-

ence or endurance that is giving me the strength to push through the hard moments in training? And if I didn't have resili-

ence, would I be able to show endurance? 

Sometimes the things we ask our tamariki to do at school don't make sense to them. When we ask them to do chores at 

home this can also not make sense to them. As adults we know that these tasks help them to build the skills and values 

they need to be successful in life. With the upcoming mini marathon for students, it will be great to see if they can push 

through and show their own resilience and endurance.  

Have a great week everyone. 

Nga mihi ki te katoa 

To see all our Policies and Procedures  

log into SchoolDocs 
 

www.schooldocs.co.nz 

Username = kaitao 

Password = respect 



Our memories of the Anzac Dawn, Civic and Tarimano Parades 

Josie: A privilege to take part in a cultural event at Tarimano Parade.   

Jono:  Nice to see that families of those who had participated in war were present. 

Jaysharna:  I couldn’t believe how tired I was at the Dawn Parade, because I got up at 4am.   

My memories went to what soldiers had gone through in wet, mud and trenches. 

Our wreath was beautiful.  It must have taken a lot of time and effort to make it.  

It was great to be allowed to sit for some parts of the service but then having to stand very still for the more 

important moments.   

I can still visualise the darkness and then the rising of the sun into daylight.  It was just like waking up to reality. 

Our group looked stunning in their number one uniforms. 

It was inspiring to notice how old and frail some of the soldiers looked, but they still managed to parade with 

dignity at the Dawn Parade. 

The respect I sensed in the atmosphere at both the Dawn and Tarimano Parades was evident in how quiet 

everyone was. 

What a challenge it was for all of us to get up that early.  Manuae 

It was cold.  Very, very cold.  Dylan 

It was a privilege for us to go and meet the veterans while representing our school.  Manuae 

I noticed that most of the veteran soldiers were mainly men.  Poppy 

The veterans were like a totally different generation.  Manuae 

We felt respectful, proud and very cool when we stood for last post.   

We felt tidy, professional, proud, and important dressed in our number ones.   

I liked being at the parade.  De Richa 

ANZAC DAY 
Wednesday, April 25 



WELCOME TO TERM 2, FROM ROOM 4 

What’s happening in Room 4 this term. 

The major focus for this term is the Living World. We will be learning about local landmarks that have changed throughout 
time and how those changes have affected us as a tribe and as a region. For example: The history of  the Tarawera eruption: 
How did our ancestors move forward? The effects it had on Ngati Whakaue, Te Arawa,  Maori, Pakeha and New Zealanders 
as it destroyed the Eighth Wonder of the World.  From here we will look at the changes it created in our ngahere (forests). 
How did it change the landscape? How did this natural distaster affect our native plants. What were the environmental im-
pacts? How did it change the way we utilise our ngahere and the plants we used for medicinal purposes (rongoa)? What are 
the ideal conditions for our native plants to grow? This will involve students learning about environmental issues and the im-
pact it has on our community and how we can sustain these. 

This also intertwines with our school values of Respect, Responsibility, Resilience and Excellence and to also encourage stu-
dents to think about, know and practice the responsibilities we have as citizens of Te Arawa. This provides an opportunity for 
tamariki to learn about the history of Te Arawa and the Rotorua region. 

 

Here is some work from our class: 

So first I got a photo of myself. I put the transparent sheet on the photo of me and with a 

vivid I went around the outlines of my photo. I put this in the printer so I got a piece of pa-

per.  Then I started colouring in until I filled up the paper. I then glued on different coloured 

pieces of paper. 

By Josh Holland  

 

 

 

This is my self portrait, it took forever to make. First we took a normal picture then we outlined 

it onto an OHT piece then photocopied it. We started gluing on some different coloured paper. 

I made sure that there were no white spaces. It was very challenging. 

After doing that we glued our outlined OHT piece. I picked a coloured piece of paper, blue and a 

black piece of paper to glue my self portrait onto.  

By Mangaia Simon 

 

Millions of them scatered on the rocky suface on the shores of Taranaki. I 
picked one up and examined it very closely. Grey streaks reminding me of a light 
coloured pencil, pointey tips sticking up as if I grey goose bumps. Soothing redg-
es rubbing againts my pinky finger, strong surface that i felt like it would never 
break. It was shining in the sun and refelcting back in my eyes. I thought to my 
self “what a beautiful shell”. 

By Shyzelle Te Aonui 

 

The Luge  

Going at the speed of light twisting and turning in the rain. At the end this guy accidentally unhooked the carts 

and I had to slow right down. 

The ride back up was so slow it stopped four times. I was going up and all of a sudden I heard a bang, I looked 

down only to see blood grazed faces and a bloody path. I wondered what happened?? Then I found out the next 

time I went down there was as big rock around the corner, lucky I went out far enough to dodge it. It was the 



Camp Reflections 

At the end of last term, Team Moana went to camp. Here are some reflections on what some of us en-
joyed the most.  

My favourite activity at camp was raft building be-
cause it was a good way to communicate and get to 
know my team mates. I also enjoyed building the raft 
because it was a great challenge for me. We had to 
design the raft, build the raft and also race with it. 
My team lost the race because we didn't put the pad-
dle back even though we didn't use it, but it was a lot 
of fun. 

  

By Hayley-Hope Warren 

Challenge Ropes 

It was hard. The challenge ropes was the most 
difficult activity at the camp. It was challenging 
because there were a serious of challenges we 
had to do. The first one was to challenge your 
confidence and by that I mean you’re up high 
dangling from a wire and the only thing saving 
your life is your harness. That was so freaky. The 
second challenge was to get a buddy and one per-
son goes blind folded until you get to a platform, 
then you change over to the next person. For 
that challenge I really thought it was about 
trusting your buddy and to communicate with 
your buddy. 

My favorite thing about camp activities was sling paint because I got all the targets, but not in the bulls eye. When we 

were playing call of duty, the worst thing was Mr E getting me in the leg. However, I got Anahera in the head heaps of 

times (not hurting her), and Mr E back, right in-between his two eye brows. 

 

MOST OF ALL IT WAS SO MUCH FUN! 

This Week’s Quote: ‘A mind is like a parachute. It doesn’t work if it is not open’ 

Frank Zappa 

Nga Mihi, Room 4 



Netball. 

Netball starts this Saturday, May 5.  The draw will go be available on our school Facebook page and App. 

Hockey. 

Hockey trainings are now held at the Rotorua Hockey turf on Thursday afternoons from 3.15pm to  4.30pm. 

Hockey starts on Friday, May 11.  The draw will go be available on our school Facebook page and App. 

 

Basketball. 

Basketball starts next Wednesday, May 9. The draw will go be available on our school Facebook page and 
App. 

 

Well what a holiday for some of the students of Kaitao, who spent their holidays at school training for Sport 
Camp and Girls Basketball.  A big thank you to all the students who attended these trainings.   

We also had our very first Netball Tournament of the season in the holidays with both the Yr 8 and Yr 7 
teams winning their sections in the Rotorua Junior Netball Tournament. Well done. 

We also had our very first Indoor Bowls Tournament in the holidays where we had 12 Kaitao students playing 
in the Rotorua Junior Single Indoor Bowls Tournament.  Congratulations to Ceira Paterson who placed 1st 
and Deon Hawe who placed 2nd. Well done to all the students who play in the tournament. 

TIME MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

1.30 - 1.45 Girls Rigby 7’s 

 Yr 7 Boys 
Basketball 

Yr 7 Girls 
Basketball(Hall) 

  

  

Kaitao Indoor 
Bowls (Hall) 

Kaitao McKay 
Netball 

Yr 8 Boys 
Basketball 

Yr 7 Boys 
Basketball 

Golf 

Boys Football 

Kaitao McKay 
Basketball 

Girls Football 

Boys Rugby 7’s 

Yr 7 Boys 
Basketball 

  

  

  

 Sports Camp 

 3.15 - 4.30   Kaitao McKay 
Basketball 

Kaitao Andrew 
Netball 

 Kaitao James 
Netball 

Kaitao McKay 
Netball 

Yr 8 Boys 
Basketball  

Kaitao Hockey 

Kaitao Andrew 
Netball 

Yr 7 Girls 
Basketball 





We are now looking for advertisers for this year’s newsletters. 

Advertisement  spaces are available on the back page of our 

newsletter which goes out  fortnightly to all our students 

whanau via hard copy and e-mail. 

Advertising space is 9cm x 6cm. 

The cost is only $25 per term per space so contact us today to 

secure your space. 

Contact Karen on  

348 3687 ext. 705 or  

Email; bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 



Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 

Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 

Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 

Contact: Karen Bedingfield 

bedingfieldk@kaitao.school.nz 

Ph: 07 348 3687 extn 705 


