
Kaitao Intermediate School  
Te Kura Takawaenga o Kaitao Rotohokahoka   

Bell Road 

P O Box 8003 

Western Heights 

Rotorua 3015 

Principal: 

Mr Phil Palfrey QSM 

principal@kaitao.school.nz 

Phone:  07 348 3687 

Fax:  07 347 1740 

Email:  office@kaitao.school.nz 

www.kaitao.school.nz 



Your Fortnightly News Update 

Phil Palfrey: Principal 

New Gates 
To keep our students, staff and property safe we are building gates across the front area of the school at Bell 
Road and also at the rear of the school on Perepe Street.  In time the whole school perimeter will be fenced 
off, but for now both entrances will be gated off to keep out the general public. Obviously this means our 
school will no longer be a thoroughfare. 
The rear gate will be unlocked at 8.30am and closed at 9.00am.  The front gate will be open all day from 
7.00am and locked as the last person leaves. 
Work on the installation of the gates will commence on Tuesday, April 3. 
  
Education Outside the Classroom - Camp at Mi Camp, Lake Taupo 
As I write this newsletter I am again getting ready to go out to see how much fun the students and teachers 
are having on the second camp.  Again a tremendous thanks to: 

 Parents who volunteered to be parent help 

 Parents/caregivers who helped their children prepare for the camp 

 Teachers who have worked tremendously hard to organise such a dynamic range of activities 

 Students who have taken this wonderful opportunity to learn new skills and meet new friends 
 
Well done to our Kaitao School Community. 
  
China 
From April 7 I will be travelling to China to take part in two main ventures - 
Sister School - the Middle School attached to Nanchang University Honggutan 
For the first few days accompanied by Laytee George our Mandarin Language Teacher I will be visiting the 
Middle School attached to Nanchang University Honggutan. 
Mr O’Rourke and the previous principal of the Middle School attached to Nanchang University Honggutan set 
this sister school relationship up several years ago. 
I will be visiting the school and the University it is linked to and speaking about our school here. 
Later this year their Principal, one teacher and eight students will visit us here.  We will be looking for 
suitable families to host these visitors. Anyone interested in having one of these students will have to be 
police vetted and their home checked for suitability.  Closer to the time we will ask for interested families to 
apply. At the least the students would need their own room and every meal provided. 
For the following week or so, while in China I will be linking up with other New Zealand Principal’s to visit 
other schools and places of interest.  The Confucius Institute sponsor the second week. Kaitao Intermediate 
pays only for my airfares. 
  
Easter Holidays 
This year for the first time in a few years the school will be 
closed for the Tuesday after Easter Monday (April 3).  The 
Tuesday following Easter Monday has always been closed 
for schools but for the last few years it has been included in 
the April School Holidays.  So all schools including Kaitao 
Intermediate is closed for Good Friday (March 30), 
Saturday/Sunday, Easter Monday (April 2) and Easter 
Tuesday (April 3).  All students are to return to school on 
Wednesday, April 4. 



CONGRATULATIONS 
The Following Student/s Have Achieved: 

Bronze 
Maia Bennett 

Journey Brady-Anaru 

Ihaka Cairns 

Kenneth Ingram 

Dominic Kyle-McIlroy 

Lukas Livingstone 

Anahera McMahon 

Daytarna Pethybridge 

Seke Rika 

Hine Rosanoski 

Blake Samuels 

Leilani Seibouma 

Rylee-Paige Tissink 

Toa Waenga 

Marley Wirihana-Te Aute 

Phoenix Prier 

Lucky Dehar-Hynds 

Waipi Te Rauna 

Regan Henare 

Blayd Collier 

Jade Ammunson 

Mia Staunton 

Silver 
Jade Nelson 

Jonathon Turnbull 

Summer Martin 

Gold 
Ceira Paterson 

Big Science Competition: Sharpen your mind 

This is an Australian Science initiative where Year 7 - 11 students can 
complete unique questions that require more than factual recall 
about science.  Your results can gauge your performance against 
national averages which can be recognised for a fee of $7Aus 
(online) or $8Aus (pen & paper). 

Entries must be made before 13 April.  The competition dates are 
from 7 - 16 May. 

If you are interested see Whaea Taki Roberts (TIC Science). 

The Following Students Have Achieved  

Academic Award (Term 1 - Wk 6) 

Seathin Taylor (10)  Manuka Dixon-Oliver (4) 

Dominic Kyle-McIlroy (6) Toa Waenga (6) 

Marshall Hayden (11) Jarrell Murray (11) 

Chevelle Hohepa (5)  Blake Samuels (5) 

Bailey Holmes-Bell (3)  

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 1 - Wk 6) 

Madeline Hale (10)  Mangaia Simon (4) 

Tuhoe Shelford (6)  Leilani Seibouma (6) 

Jay Karaka-Peni (11)  Mama Boaza (11) 

Lukas Livingstone (5)  James Young (5) 

Maea Mataiti (3) 

 

Academic Award (Term 1 - Wk 7) 

Phoenix Prier (6)  Mia Staunton (6) 

Andie Young (5)  Te Aranui Parker (5) 

Peter Herniman (3) 

 

Citizenship  Award (Term 1 - Wk 7) 

Ioselani Gaualofa (6)  Waipi Te Rauna (6) 

Ocean Redpath (1)  Kaea Nepia (1) 

Jade Ammunson (5)  Shimon Wiringi (5) 

Kevin Mason (3) 

 

Term 1 
4 Apr CBOP Swimming Sports 

5 Apr Yr 7 Boostrix 

9 Apr Yr 7 Boostrix 

11 Apr 
6pm Bring Your Own Device 

Information Evening 

13 Apr Last day of Term 1 





Enviro Team / Teina Leadership Programme 

Students at Kaitao Intermediate stand by the fact that our environment is important and we are it’s kaitiaki 

(guardians). With this, comes the responsibility to develop an action plan to ensure it is sustained for the future. 

A small group of dedicated young leaders have banded together to address this. 

With support from the Western Heights Community Association, some of this group spent Saturday 24 February 

at Boyds Beach. While there, they took part in team building exercises on the land and the water. Active listen-

ing, sharing ideas and decision making were skills that they shared. The purpose was to build a solid foundation-

al relationship amongst themselves, from which the team could transfer into working on the school environ-

ment. 

They will continue to meet during lunchtime activities on Wednesdays. Their time will be spent sharing and de-

signing small projects,  identifying and inviting experts to speak to them and doing some manual tasks. 

Each fortnight, a different member of the group will report on how they are progressing. 

Watch this space. 

 

 

Honorable Peeni Henare:  Minister for Youth Affairs 

Hailing from Te Taitokerau, the Hon. Peeni Henare took time out of his tight schedule to visit our Teina Leader-

ship / Enviro Team recently.  His was interested in how leadership could be developed while investigating ways 

the land could be nurtured for the benefit of the Western Heights community. 

His whirlwind visit gave him the opportunity to observe Kaitao Intermediate students cleaning the planter boxes, 

talking about their aspirations for developing the green areas of the school and the importance of understanding 

how, as a team they can make things happen.  A poignant point was made about ‘being on the same waka’ as 

the team move forward with their ideas, designs and networking.   

He is regularly interviewed on Te Karere, explaining where he has been and where he is visiting next.  Now that 

the team have made a connection to him and understand that he is there to help them, weIl encourage all of the 

whanau to take notice. 

Teina Leadership / Enviro Team 



Sports Results 

Volleyball results for Tuesday 13th March 

Kaitao Girls Won 105-57       

Kaitao Mixed Won 85-53     

 

Volleyball results for Tuesday 20th March 

Kaitao Girls Won 110-57 

Kaitao Mixed Won 77-67 

 

Volleyball games and training have finished for the term now. 

 

Touch results for Wednesday 14th March    Touch results for Wednesday 21st March. 

Kaitao Girls Won 8-1        Kaitao Girls Draw 2-2 all  

Kaitao Boys Won 4-3        Kaitao Boys Lost 5 -2 

Touch games and training have finished for the term. 

 

Wow what a great start to Kaitao Sports for 2018. 

Volleyball has now finished with both teams doing well in both of their sections. 

Kaitao Girls were winners  of the Social A section 

and Kaitao Mixed were winners in the Social B 

section. 

These students have shown all of the school valves 

through this term as they played in a high school 

comp. 

Once again well done to the two teams. 

 

Touch has now finished  with both teams doing 

well in their sections 

Kaitao Girls were winners in the Y8 Girls Section 

and Kaitao Boys placed 7th in the Y8 Boys Section. 

 

Bop/Poverty Bay Touch Tournament. 

What a tournament it was with a total of 55 teams 

from across 11 schools. 

This is such a great tournament to be a host of. 

Again our students showed all of our school values 

throughout the tournament. 

Kaitao Girls 3rd over all. 

Kaitao Boys 10th over all. 

Well done to both teams. 



Team Maunga - Camp 2018 
An awesome experience for our tamariki to apart of and at a facility that catered for the all our needs!  

Our students were involved in a wide range of activities that demonstrated our school values Resilience, 

Responsibility, Respect and Excellence.  

A big thanks goes out to our parent helpers, Teacher aides and Staff of team Maunga. Our camp was a 

huge success for our students due to the preparation, planning and communication between our adults 

and staff.  

Next week team Moana Waka embarks on their camp and I wish them all the best and for the children 

to have fun!  

It is fair to say, that our students definitely built their confidence, made new memories, had a lot of fun 

and lastly, have built positive friendships.  

Nga mihi  

Whaea Tayla.  

Kaitao MiCamp 2018 

Last week Team Maunga attended Mi-

Camp in Taupo. This week it is the turn 

of Team Moana. From all reports, both 

camps have been successful, enjoyable, 

educational and extremely tiring. 

Kaitao Intermediate would like to 

acknowledge the following businesses 

for their support: 

Fruit in Schools 

Breakfast in Schools 

Food Stuffs 

Goodman Fielder 

Pak n Save 

Students from MiCamp Maunga are grateful and 

thankful to our adult helpers 

Wendy Hale  Jonathon Hale Brenda Dodson Nicholas Adams           

Steve Shaw  Dallas Collier           Marie Hyde            Karlene McDermott  

Kelvin Hatcher Melissa Pulman      Shaun Kapua      Dennis Iraia           

Andrew McKay        Tracey Papuni Richard Wharerahi     

Ma te whanau tatou e puawai: Achieve success together 

We are grateful that you all: 

* encouraged us    * showed an effort when working with us 

* were there to guide us   * made us feel like your own whanau 

* helped to prepare our food  * took time away from your whanau 

* taught us teamwork  * were there so the camp could happen 

* taught us new skills        * listened to us when we needed someone 

* reinforced our school values    * fed us 

Nga mihi ki a koutou katoa.  - MiCamp Maunga 2018 
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