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School Leaders 
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Principal 

Mr Phil Palfrey QSM 

Ko te manu e kai ana i te miro nōnā te wao nui a Tāne Māhuta 
Ko te manu e kai ana i te mātauranga nōnā to ao 
E ngā mana, e ngā reo, rau rangatira mā 
Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā rā tātou katoa 

Ko Aoraki te maunga 
Ko Waimakariri te awa 
Ko Te Waipounamu te iwi 
Ko Phil Palfrey toku ingoa 

Tēnā Koutou Katoa 

Ki ngā iwi, ngā hapu, ngā whānau, ngā mātā waka, te kahui poutokomanawa 
me te wānanga whare tāpere o Takitimu 

Ko Debbie Holmes tōku ingoa 
I whānau mai ahau i Warkworth, inaianei 
kei te noho ahau ki Rotorua 

Kua whakaako ahau mō ngā tau tekau ma rua 
I riro ahau i te tūranga o tumuaki mo te kura o Mapiu 
I riro ahau i te tūranga o tumuaki mo te kura o Galatea 
Ko ēnei taku korero mō tēnei wā 
No reira tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā rā koutou katoa 

Deputy Principal  

Ms Debbie Holmes 

Head Boy 

Zharn Ingram-Ngahere 

Head Girl 

Natasha Kihi-Marshall 

All students need role-models to aspire to.  While we regard all students as leaders to some degree, 
approximately 20 students are chosen to be official school leaders each year.  They are selected from 

students in Year 7 to lead in Year 8. 

Ko Maungapōhatu te maunga 
Ko Waikaremoana te roto 
Ko Ōhaware te awa 
Ko Mataatua te waka 
Ko Tūhoe to iwi 
Ko Ngai te riu te hapu 
Ko Zharn Ingram-Ngahere ahau 

Ko Taupiri te maunga 
Ko Waikato te awa 
Ko Tainui te waka 
Ko Waikato te iwi 
Ko Pōtatau te Wherowhero te tangata 
Ko Ngāti Tipa te hapu 
Ko Natasha Kihi-Marshall ahou 
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Kaitao Intermediate School welcomes all students and their whanau.  

We embrace the responsibility and the challenge of providing the best educational opportunities for your 
emerging adolescent over the two years they are here.    

We accept that meaningful engagement with your child means we must positively engage with you as whanau, 
to ensure we all support shared goals, challenges and successes with and for your child.  The ‘triangle’ of 
school, whanau and students relies on the strength, resilience and high levels of support of those within it.  Mā  
te whanau tātou e puāwai, achieving success together! 

 

We place a very strong emphasis on students making significant gains in mathematics, reading, and writing. 

To ensure this, teachers are provided with high quality professional development to support student learning in 
these key areas with a focus on students writing.   

Within our Tech Arts programme, students participate in ExoTech, Food Tech, Textile & Arts, DesignWerx and 
Music in an effort to broaden students’ interests and practical abilities. 

To support each child’s overall development, we focus on the key competencies from the NZ Curriculum. “Key 
competencies are the capabilities people have, and need to develop, to live and learn today and in the 
future.” (NZ Curriculum). These include skills of; thinking, relating to others, numeracy, self-management, 
communication and cooperation.  

We strongly believe that the impetus we place on our values of respect, resilience and responsibility will 
support attitudinal changes within the hearts and minds of our students. These changes show children how 
they can achieve their life goals and choose which paths they wish to take in life.  

I hope that this prospectus gives you a clear insight into what Kaitao Intermediate School offers your child/
children. If you have any additional information you wish to know please don’t hesitate to call the office and we 
will endeavour to help.  

 
Nga mihi nui 
 
Phil Palfrey QSM 
Principal 

Kaitao Board Of Trustees 

Board Chairperson 

Lucy Epapara 

Board Member 

Anna May 

Board Member 

Hali Osborne 

Board Member 

Rongo Piua 

Principal 

Phil Palfrey QSM 

Staff Representative 

Nathalie Jeeves-Edwards 
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Our School Motto - Mā  te whanau tātou e puāwai, achieving success together! 

Our School Vision - Together, we strive for academic success and empower our students to be respectful, 
resilient and responsible. 

Our Values - Respect, Resilience, Responsibility 

Kaitao Intermediate places a focus on supporting and challenging students by providing them with a wide 
range of learning opportunities. 

Kaitao Intermediate is a place where students; 

 Work under the direction of supportive, well qualified, vibrant teachers  who care for their 
students’ learning needs 

 Are engaged within a successful learning environment developed to meet the needs of emerging 
adolescents 

 Learn in an inclusive environment within a strong set of values and responsive practices 

 Are taught specific numeracy and literacy programmes with an emphasis on student writing 

 Can access a creative curriculum that includes; singing, playing musical instruments, dancing and 
other performing arts 

 Have opportunities to strengthen their knowledge in Te Reo Māori through participation in Kapa 
Haka and Te Reo Māori language learning 

 Can learn in an Accelerate class situated in a modern learning environment (MLE) 

 Have opportunities to learn Maori in a full immersion class (Rumaki) 

 Work in an inclusive, safe and caring environment 

 Are given a variety of leadership opportunities 

 Receive specialist programmes - Music, Exotech, DesignWerx, Food, Art and Design 

 Learn international languages - Mandarin, Spanish and Sign Language 

Hue - Calabash - shape Connecting Kaitao to Ngongotaha - connection 
to the land and our tupuna Te Arawa/ Ngati Whakaue - Īhenga, who 
was offered a drink of water by a patupaiarehe woman at the top of 
the mountain. He named it Ngongotahā (‘drink from a calabash’). 

Koru pouring out of the top of hue -  represents knowledge 

3 fingers at the top raparapa = the 3 baskets of knowledge filling up at 
the top of the hue. Pouring out down the koru  

Design in hue (ngutu- Kura) = 3 koru, which represents the 3 values 
Respect, Resilience, Responsibility and also represents nurturing, 
learning and growing. 
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1) Other than two Accelerate classes and a Māori immersion (Rumaki) class, the school will have straight 
Year 7 and Year 8 classes in 2018. 

2) There will be the opportunity for students to apply for the Accelerate classes determined by students’ 
academic data and information gathered from their contributing schools and pre-test conducted at the 
contributing school. 

3) Students will also be able to opt into the Rumaki class - full immersion.  To be accepted into this class 
will require a strong willingness to learn to be fluent in Te Reo Māori. 

E-learning (electronic learning) is transforming the way learning takes place.  It is about using digital 
technologies to leverage and enhance learning experiences and to connect to both whanau and the wider 
global community. 

E-learning provides access to quality learning opportunities and a chance for authentic student voice.  
Students can develop increased self management skills through involvement with managing their own e-
portfolio (Seesaw) and preparing themselves for a world of increasing digital connection. 

Students at Kaitao will have access to; 

Kaitao Intermediate is fully networked with a fibre optic ultra fast broadband connection and is part of the 
Ministry of Education Network 4 Learning programme.  All classrooms have at least four desktop 
computers and access to pods of Ipad minis, so students without BYOD devices will not be disadvantaged. 

Kaitao Intermediate in partnership with Nga Pumanawa e Waru can provide students a BYOD device for 
purchase with a modest weekly payment plan and simple application procedures. 

Video production is, and will, continue to be a strong feature in our school.  We have had a great deal of 
success in both national and international competitions.  In 2016 we beat 800 New Zealand and Australian 
high schools to take first place in the ATOM Music Video awards finals held in Melbourne.  In 2017 we won 
the highly coveted ATOM viewers Choice Award. 

We consistently place in the top three for the National Media and Digital Excellence Awards and its safe to 
say our school has a passion and talent to bring out your child’s inner film maker! 

 GAFE (Google apps for education) 

 Pods of classroom Ipads  

 Digital design and 3D printing 

 Seesaw e-portfolio  

 Video production 

 Computer suite 

 Options to purchase their own BYOD 
learning device 
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Exotech 
Exotech is about exploring technology through practical engagement and 
persistence.  A range of challenges are provided for students in the areas of 
robotics, digital design, 3D printing, photography and to record their progress 
using a digital portfolio (Seesaw). 

The emphasis is on students managing themselves and being prepared to “give it 
a go” when encountering challenging new experiences. 

Textile Art 
The Textile and Art programme aims to provide all students with an opportunity to express and develop their 
personal skills through a variety of media.  It is designed to introduce students to a variety of artworks by 
Māori, Pakeha, Pacific Island and international artists with both traditional and comtemporary outlooks. 

Inspired by the ideas of established artists and ‘how they do it’, students will learn to use a range of 
equipment, materials, media, compositional devices and techniques to express and communicate their own 
ideas two dimensionally and three dimensionally. 

It is not just the content that is important, students must be able to manage their learning, be critical thinkers 
and be open to learning.  As Kent Sidel said, “Art helps students develop key ‘habits in mind’ that include: 
higher order thinking, creativity, critical thinking and the ability to pose and solve problems, self-discipline and 
self-confidence.  These skills are necessary for success in art and once learnt can translate to success in areas 
of school and life.” 

The aim of the programme is to provide an enriched environment where students can explore, create and 
succeed. 

Food 

Food Tech is not only about cooking, which is a very important life skill, and 
incorporates and encompasses science, maths and creative thinking.  Students are 
extended beyond normal home cooking to try aspects of “molecular 
gastronomy” (using science to create food) and learning about nutrition and feeding a 
family on a budget.  Lessons are practical and fun, although often challenging.  
Students work cooperatively in groups, solving problems and creating together. 

Music 

Class lessons will be provided in both practical and theory of music and music appreciation.  The culminating 
activities will be in performance to peers/school or whanau. 

Students may also have the opportunity to have individual piano lessons. 

The DesignWerx 

The Designwerx is an enriched environment that is intended to help a small group of individuals design new 
ideas and solve problems by exploring routine organisational procedures. Students will use design-thinking in 
a computerised environment to solve problems to develop new and exciting designs and solutions. 
Opportunities exist for students to design new games, automate the flight of quadcopters, create new and 
unusual musical instruments, and electronic gadgets; along with designing 3D board games, photography, and 
animation. 
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Sport 

Kaitao Intermediate has a strong tradition of having students’ participate in a wide range of sports.  We 

participate in AIMS Games in bowls and girls basketball and, for the first time in 2017, we are competing in 

mixed hockey and BMX Riding.  We also offer participation sports such as bowls, badminton, swimming and 

volleyball. 

Other sports include: 

Rugby 7’s    Netball    Basketball    Hockey 

Softball    Touch    Football    And more 

Languages 
In  2018  we  will  continue  Mandarin Chinese, Spanish and Sign Language.  Te Reo Māori will be taught in 
all classes. 

Every year our students compete at the Rotorua Inter-Schools Chinese Speech Competitions. 

In 2016 we signed with a sister school, Honggutan Middle School in Nanchang, China.  Next year there is a 
possibility that 20 students travel  to China as part of our student exchange programme. 

Kaitao Kid Awards 
All  students have the opportunity to become a ‘Kaitao Kid’ by collecting points.  They accrue these by  
participation in as many school activities as they can.  By year 8 these points will make them eligible for the 
Kaitao Kid Awards.  A  presentation evening will be held at the end of the year to recognise our Kaitao Kids 
and medals awarded to the top 25 students who accrue the most points. 

Education Outside the Classroom 
All  students will experience a camp or noho marae while they are at Kaitao Intermediate.  Camp/Noho 
Marae is an important part of the informal learning which takes place at Kaitao Intermediate, and  is  
important  in  developing  the “whole person”.  The camp experience helps teach our students to have 
confidence in themselves and to get on with others in a variety of new situations.    

As  well  as  camp, all classes attend a day at Waimarino Adventure Park bi-annually where there  are  a  
variety  of  other  outdoor activities depending on the programme for that year. In odd years another 
outdoor experience will be offered. 

Challenges 
All students have the opportunity to be involved in a range of competitions held both at school, nationally 
and internationally. 

 Science Fairs  

 Kapahaka 

 Ahurei 

 Technology Challenges 

 MADE Awards 

 Movie Making 

 Speeches  

 Atom Awards 
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Welcome to Kaitao Intermediate Library and Information Centre; a warm, inviting, gathering place for 
members of our school community. 

Kaitao Library is a modern, spacious, well-appointed facility that serves the dual function of being both an 
educational and recreational space. 

Our Library collection contains over ten thousand up to date, high interest, age appropriate reading materials 
covering hundreds of subjects and genre. Thousands of nutritious, delicious books for your child's perusal, 
knowledge expansion and enjoyment. 

The books at Kaitao Library are carefully and purposefully chosen to suit the vast range of reading ages we 
encounter, from sophisticated novels catering to young adults through to read and learn titles to help 
language acquisition in speakers of other languages, emergent and/or struggling readers. 

At Kaitao, students are encouraged to have a voice in book purchasing decisions.  Many a book is purchased 
on a student's recommendation or desire to read a particular title, or about a particular subject. Student voice 
is vital in maintaining a collection that the students think are cool, modern  and fun to read. 

In addition to our wonderful selection of both fiction and non-fiction  books we have an internet suite 
comprising of ten computers complete with the latest programmes to assist students in research and 
publishing tasks. The Library also has Wi-Fi so that students may use their own devices for research. 
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We are in our seventh year of this  very exciting  and worthwhile 
programme  that research and our own observations tells us  is a  
very   effective   programme   for   school   and   community-wide 
behaviour management. 

Behaviour  is  linked  to learning  and  through  common  themes  
and  positive  rewards   systems, a   culture   based  on   our   three 
core  values, Respect, Resilience and  Responsibility is established.  
Students are  taught appropriate behaviour through a variety of 
methods and are rewarded with ‘Puawai vouchers’ which are given  
for  demonstrating  the  school values.   

These are exchanged for colour-coded smiley faces which are put 
on each child’s individual “Kowhai Puawai” which is on a tree in 
each classroom. 

When a student has received 25 Puawai they receive a bronze 
certificate and a letter is sent home to the parents congratulating 
the student on their success.  The same process is carried  out  at  
50 (silver),  75 (gold) and 100 (platinum).  Weekly draws for 
substantial rewards are also part of the system.   

Respect 
Whakawehi 

Responsibility 
Mana Whakahaere 

Resilience 
Mana Whakatipu 

 
Resilience 
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Communication/Newsletters 
We endeavour to have worthwhile communication with students, parents and caregivers.  Fortnightly 
newsletters are distributed, usually on Thursday, to each pupil for them to take home.  They are also e-mailed 
to parents/caregivers.  Through these newsletters, we hope to keep parents informed of vital information, 
current events at school and future happenings. In 2018, our newsletter will be easily accessed online through 
our website.  We also have a Facebook page which is regularly updated.  In 2016 our School App was launched 
as another great way for our parents and caregivers to stay in touch. 

Website - www.kaitao.school.nz 
The website will be an alternative source of information hosting the newsletter, video snippets, photographs 
and students’ work.  You can also check us out on Facebook  and on our school App.  

Activity Charges - Zero Donations 
Our school will no longer be requesting a donation.  All other activity charges must be paid. 

Separate charges for camps, outdoor activities, shows and some activities are charged throughout the year.  
There will be a termly activity charge of $35.00 for technology and arts subjects (total $140). This activity 
charge may be paid each term or in a lump sum.  Or set up an AP today to cover all costs for 2018. 

Student Led Conferences 
In terms one, two and three, students invite their family to school to share their learning journeys.    

All teachers are available during these appointment times to talk to parents about their child’s learning. 

Reports 
Written reports outlining progress around National Standards are issued twice a year, in July and December. 

Stationery 
Stationery packs will be available to purchase in the last two weeks of the school holidays at the school office.  
Other stationery items will also be available to purchase. 

School Hours              
Students are allowed inside the school gates at 8.15am.  School begins at 8.45am and  finishes at 3.00pm 

For a successful life, being at school everyday, on time, with a willingness to take on learning, is a great place 
to start. 
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Our school uniform is changing in 2018.  All new year 7 students from 2018 will wear our new uniform, 
2018 year 8 students will continue to use the old uniforms if they choose. 

We are expecting to have a one year transition, so by 2019 all students will be in the new uniform. 

You can purchase the school uniform from our school office.  It is not available elsewhere. 

 

2018 School Holiday Uniform Shop Hours:   

The office will be open from 15th January 8.00am to 4.30pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday.  

Wednesday 17th and 24th open 10.00am to 6.00pm. 

Normal office hours will resume from January 30th. 

 

 Payment options include:  ¬ Major Credit Cards  ¬  Cash  ¬  WINZ Quotes  ¬ Auto Payment ¬ Layby 

Uniforms items must be paid for before you can take them away. 

¬ Lay-by facilities available to ease the cost of purchasing uniforms.  You can  

start making payments now and pick up uniform in January 2018 

Further information will be available when your child attends our school Orientation Day. 

Term Dates for 2018 

Term 1: (Yr. 7)  Tuesday, January 30th to  Friday, April 13th (102 half days) 

Term 1: (Yr. 8)  Wednesday, January 31st to  Friday, April 13th (100 half days) 

Term 2:  Monday, April 30th to  Friday, July 6th (98 half days) 

Term 3:  Monday, July 23rd to  Friday, September 28th (100 half days) 

Term 4:  Monday, October 15th to Thursday, December 13th (86 half days) TBC 

PLEASE NOTE:    

All year 7 & new year 8 students start on January 30th 

All returning year 8 students start on January 31st 
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Our Values 
Are to: 

 Create great leaders one child at a time 

 Celebrate success for this child at this time 

 Look at each child in our class/school as a citizen of our 
nation in 10 years time and beyond 

 Improve student achievement and progress by improving 
teacher practice 

 Improve student achievement and progress by growing 
great leaders  

 Embrace technology, student achievement and teacher 
performance will be in large part due to our ability to 
understand it 

 Be creative. Having the ability to think is essential for our 
nation to succeed internationally 

 Be innovative. This is the key to creating a GREAT school 

 Celebrate our successes in achievement of literacy and 
numeracy and also in other areas 

 Demonstrate unconditional love for the children we 

teach 

Kaitao Intermediate Core Beliefs 

 Is a culturally safe place for students and teachers to 
learn 

 Has a child centered approach to teaching, learning and 
living 

 Is a place where continual improvements to teaching 
and learning is ongoing and emphasised 

 Uses the NZC and TMoA as the documents that drive the 
curriculum in the school, combined with the 
philosophies espoused in Ka Hikitia, Tātaiako and the 
Pacific Plan to drive and support us in being culturally 
responsive in how and what we do for Maori & Pacific 
students and whanau 

 Emphatic in believing that we will do whatever it takes to 
raise student achievement so that all of our students, 
both now and in the future, have positive, successful 
lives 

 Is inclusive and will strive towards inclusive practice in all 
school wide programmes and activities 

Be the preferred Intermediate of choice in the Community 

Our Vision 

Together, we strive for academic success and empower our students to be respectful, 
resilient and responsible  

Environment 

 Kaitao Intermediate is 
recognised by our 
community as a positive, 
engaging place to be 

 The following 
improvement will be 
undertaken to: 

- Fencing 

- Gardens 

- Spaces 

- Classroom 
renovations 

- Waharoa 
(entrance building) 

- Signage 

Kaitao Intermediate Charter 

2017-2019 

Leadership 

 Charter targets are more 
widely known and 
promoted 

 Leaders set clear 
expectations for high quality 
teaching 

 Teaching staff are capable, 
responsible and consistent 

 Overall Teacher Judgements
(OTJs) provide dependable 
student achievement 
information 

 Student leaders will have 
agency within the school 

 All students will have the 
right to an inclusive 
education 

Acceleration 

 All students by the end of 
Yr 8 will be above where 
they began in February of 
Yr 7 

 Systems are strengthened 
for identifying and 
tracking progress 

 Teachers to identify five 
target student and 
develop a written plan to 
accelerate their progress 

 Teachers are high quality 
teachers in writing & math 

 Students will have 
increased ownership of 
their learning 

Engagement  

 Students & staff feel that 
they are in a place that is 
predictable and safe 

 The learning culture will 
engage the interests of 
the emerging adolescent 

 The community sees 
Kaitao Intermediate as a 
safe, positive learning 
place for their children  

 New School Uniform 

 Partnerships with mana 
whenua and Ngati 
Whakaue are 
strengthened 

 


